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Du’a for Reading the Book 

Read the following Du’a (supplication) before you study a 
religious book or an Islamic lesson, you will remember whatever 
you study, j^AbisTLa&i: 


Icdc. ja 4 JJl 
jilji '% Sii-\ fi U <*A££j ulfr 


^Jrand lation 


Yd Allah Jfesfs-/ Ope« t/ze doors of knowledge and wisdom for us, and have 
mercy on us! O the One who is the most Honourable and Glorious! 


(Al-Mustatraf, vol. 1, pp. 40) 


Note: Recite Salat-‘Alan-NabI tP once before and after the Du’a. 
iii 
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Translator’s Notes 

Dear Islamic brothers! Amir-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat founder of Dawat-e-Islami 
‘Allamah Maulana Abu Bilal Muhammad Ilyas Attar Qadiri Razavi 
AjbiJi wrote the book ‘Parday kay baray mayn Suwal Jawed? in 

Urdu language. Dawat-e-Islami’s Majlis-e-Tarajim, a department responsible 
for rendering his books and booklets into various languages of the world, 
is pleased to present its English translation under the title of ‘ Questions 
and Answers about Islamic Veil.’ 

Although any translation is inevitably a form of interpretation, we have 
tried our level best to convey the thought of the author in its true sense. 
To facilitate the pronunciation of Arabic letters, a transliteration chart has 
been added. A glossary has also been given at the end of the book, elaborating 
Islamic terms. 

This translation has been accomplished by the grace of Almighty Allah J+sSs 
by the favour of His Noble Prophet jusaIji j-& and the spiritual 

support of our great Shaykh, the founder of Dawat-e-Islami, ‘Allamah 
Maulana Abu Bilal Muhammad Ilyas Attar Qadiri Razavi a*!U3i 
If there is any shortcoming in this work, it may be a human error on the 
part of the Translation Majlis, not that of the author of the original book. 
Therefore, if you find any mistake in it, kindly notify us of it in writing at 
the following postal or email address with the intention of earning reward 
(Sawab). 


Majlis-e-Tarajim (Translation Department) 

Aalami Madani Markaz, Faizan-e-Madinah Mahallah Saudagran, 
Purani Sabzi Mandi, Bab-ul-Madinah, Karachi, Pakistan 
UAN: S +92-21-111-25-26-92 - Ext. 1262 
Email: H translation@dawateislami.net 
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15 Intentions for Reading this Book 

The Holy Prophet JusaIii J* has stated: idle. ^ 

‘Tfie intention of a Muslim is better than his deed.’ 

(Al-Mu'jam-ul-KabXr, vol. 6, pp. 185, Hadis 5942) 


Two Madam pearls 

❖ Without a good intention, no reward is granted for a righteous 
deed. 

♦ The more righteous intentions one makes, the greater reward 
he will attain. 


1. I will get deserving of gaining Divine pleasure by sincerely 
learning Islamic rulings. 

2-3. To the best of my ability, I will read it whilst in the state of 
Wudu 2 and facing the Qiblah 3 . 

4. I will learn Fard knowledge by studying this book. 

5. If I am unable to understand any ruling, I will consult scholars 
for its clarification with the intention of acting upon the verse: 

( cSl 

O people! Ask those who have knowledge if you know not. 
[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 14, Surah An-Nahl, verse 43) 
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6. (On my personal copy) I will underline essential and important 
things and points to highlight them. 

7. I will note down important points whilst studying. 

8. If I find some ruling difficult to understand, I will repeatedly 
read it. 

9. I will act upon rulings throughout my life. 

10. I will convey Islamic teachings to those who do not know. 

11. I will discuss Islamic rulings with the Islamic sister who has as 
much knowledge as I have. 

12. I will persuade others to read this book. 

13. I will buy 12 copies of this book (or as many as I can afford) to 
gift it to others. 

14. I will donate Sawab of reading this book to the entire Ummah. 

15. If I find any Shar’I mistake in it, I will inform the publisher in 
writing. (Verbal information is usually ineffective.) 


Sitting whilst facing Qiblah improves eyesight 


Sayyiduna Imam Shafi’I has said: Four things 

improve eyesight: (1) Sitting whilst facing the Qiblah (2) Applying 
kohl before going to sleep (3) Seeing greenery (4) Keeping 
clothes neat and clean. 

(Ihya-ul-'Ulum, vol. 2, pp. 27) 

v_I_ y 
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Transliteration Chart 


- 

A/a 

J 

R/f 
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L/l 

1 
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V/v, 
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Sh/sh 
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CP 
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Questions and Answers 

About Islamic Veil 

No matter how lazy the devil makes you feel, please read the whole of 
this book from beginning to end. jUsSs-AiSkL-acd, you will earn a treasure 
of knowledge. 


Excellence of Salat-‘Alan-Nabi tP 

Sayyiduna Ubayy Bin Ka’b ^ jus &i» ^ said to the Prophet of 
mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and 
Kind JUs^b-wUJusaiii j*: I shall (discontinue all my invocations and 
supplications and) devote all my time to the recitation of Salat 
[Durud]. Our Beloved and Blessed Prophet replied, 

‘This is sufficient to remove your worries, and your sins will be 
pardoned.’ (Surum-ut-TirmizT, vol. 4, pp. 207, HadTs2465) 


Her dard ki dawa hay -uSp Jf Ji Ta ’wiz-e-her bala hay jp Ju 

jp Ji is i/ze cure for every pain 
■£& jp is protection from all calamities 

(Jp (Jlij ih I Joi? (Jp 
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Literal meaning of ‘Awrat’ [woman] 

Question: What is the literal meaning of ‘Awrat’ [woman] ? 

Answer: The literal meaning of ‘Awrat’ is ‘something that should be 
concealed. The Greatest and Holiest Prophet has said, 

‘A woman is an ‘Awrat’ (i.e. something to be concealed). When she 
comes out, the devil stares at her’. (That is, looking at her is a Satanic 
act.) (Sunan-ut-Tirmizi, vol. 2, pp. 392, Hadis 1176) 


Is observing veil necessary these days? 

Question: Is it necessary to observe veil these days? 

Answer: Yes. The following information will hopefully make it easy 
to understand the rulings about Islamic veil. Allah says in the 
33 rd verse of Surah Al-Ahzab in part 22: 

^3*^1 aJ\a\jsL\ ^ j q Ojp's 

And remain in your houses and do not stay unveiled like the 
unveiling of the former days of ignorance. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 22, Surah Al-Ahzab, verse 33) 

Commenting on this verse, Khallfah-e-A’la Hadrat, Sadr-ul-Afadil, 
‘Allamah Maulana Sayyid Muhammad Na’Imuddm MuradabadI 
has stated: The former days of ignorance refer to the pre- 
Islamic era when women would strut proudly, display their beauty 
and attractive features (i.e. jewellery, attractive clothes, raised parts 
of the chest etc.) for strange men to see. They wore garments that 
only partially concealed their bodies. 

(Khazain-ul-Trfan, pp. 673) 
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Unfortunately! Even in the present era, we see unveiling similar to 
that of the former era of ignorance. Undoubtedly, observing veil is 
as important today as it was then. 

How long was the pre-Islamic era of ignorance? 

The renowned commentator, Hakim-ul-Ummat, Mufti Ahmad Yar 
Khan d&A\ ^ has stated: If only today’s Muslim women took 
heed from this blessed verse. These women are not greater than the 
mothers of believers w&e-. 

The author of Ruh-ul-Bayan states: The period from Sayyiduna Adam 
vJiiis s ^! aii; 'ey jx to the storm of Sayyiduna Nuh v&ub i ASi A- 

is the first age of ignorance, which was 1272 years long, and the 
period from Sayyiduna ‘Isa to our Beloved Prophet 

Muhammad j* is the later age of ignorance, which was 

about 600 years long.’ pl&l ( Allah Js-sS^ and His Prophet 

s^ih^dtsSiJiiiJ* know it best.) 

(Nur-ul- ‘Irfan pp. 673; Ruh-ul-Bayan vol. 7 , pp. 170) 


The harm of unveiling 

Question: What is the harm of unveiling? 

Answer: The unveiling of a woman invites the wrath of Allah Js-sS^ 
and causes social chaos. One may find the answer to this question 
in the commentary of this part of Surah An-Nur, verse 31 part 18: 


And they must not stamp their feet on the ground in order that their 
hidden adornment be known. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 18, Surah An-Nur, verse 31) 
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In the commentary of this verse, the great Mufassir, Khallfah of 
A’la Hadrat, Sadr-ul-Afadil ‘Allamah Maulana Sayyid Muhammad 
Na’imuddin MuradabadI said: Even at home women 

should tread carefully so that the sound of their jewellery is inaudible. 

Ruling: Hence women should not wear anklets which jingle. It is 
stated in a Hadis: Allah J«S£ does not accept the supplication of a 
community whose women wear anklets. (Tafsmt-e-Ahmadiyyah, pp. 565) 

One should understand that if the sound of jewellery can be a 
reason for the supplication remaining unaccepted, then surely the 
voice of a woman (being heard by non-Mahram men without Shar’I 
exemption) and her unveiling will invite the wrath of the Almighty. 
Carelessness in respect of veiling can lead to disaster. 

(Khazain-ul-‘Irfan, pp. 566) 


What is an anklet? 

Question: The aforementioned Hadis prohibits wearing the jewellery 
that makes a sound. Which item of jewellery does it refer to? 

Answer: It refers to a jingling anklet. Women who wear such jewellery 
are mentioned in the following Hadis: Allah Js-sS^ dislikes the sound 
of a jingling anklet as He Js-W dislikes the sound of music; the one 
who wears such jewellery will be resurrected like the musicians. No 
woman wears a jingling anklet except for a cursed one. 

(Kanz-ul-‘Ummal, vol. 16, pp. 164, Raqm 45063) 


A devil with every anklet 

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Bin Zubayr s&t-d&d&c&o- reports that a slave-girl 
once brought the daughter of (Sayyiduna) Zubayr (m *bi &??) to 
Sayyiduna ‘Umar aitjisSais i^i?. The daughter of Sayyiduna Zubayr was 
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wearing anklets. Sayyiduna ‘Umar Faruq-e-A’zam aifejussbics*? cut them 
off and said, ‘I heard the Beloved Prophet j* say that 

there is a devil with every anklet.’ 

(Sunan Abi Dawiid, vol. 4, pp. 124, Hadis 4230) 

Angels do not enter home that has anklet in it 

Sayyidatuna Bunanah tju. jus ablest said that once she was with the 
mother of believers Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddiqah when 

a girl came whilst wearing jingling anklets. She jus &iii said, 
‘Do not bring her to me unless her anklets are broken. I heard the 
Noblest Prophet JUs-ab-sfe say that angels do not enter the 

home that has a jingling anklet in it.’ 

(Sunan AbT Dawiid, vol. 4, pp. 125, Hadis 4231) 

The renowned commentator, Haklm-ul-Ummat, Mufti Ahmad Yar 
Khan ^ has stated: ‘^r' (Ajras) is the plural of ‘o-j*-’ (Jars) 
which means ‘a jingling anklet or anything which creates a similar 
sound. It also refers to a bell around the neck of a camel and bells 
on the claws of an eagle. It was customary for Indian women to 
wear anklets. Explaining the words 1 until her anklets are broken he 
Aiii jus alii &&■& said: Breaking them in such a way that the sound- 
producing objects fitted inside the bell-shaped part of the anklet are 
taken out or the bell-shaped parts are removed or the anklet itself is 
broken, hence becoming inaudible. (Mirat-ul-Manajih, vol. 6, pp. 136) 


The ruling regarding the sound of jewellery 

Question: Is a woman not allowed to wear any jewellery which 

produces a sound? 
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Answer: This is not the case. A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, 
Maulana Shah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan has stated on 

pages 127 and 128 in volume 22 of his Fatdwd Razawiyyah: In fact, 
it is considered Makruh for a woman to not wear any jewellery at all 
if she is capable; not wearing any jewellery at all is Makruh and 
resemblance to men. He jui <jji k&z continues: It is stated in a 
Hadis that our Beloved and Blessed Prophet JU-slbssfe JtsSabi told 
Sayyiduna ‘All i jus aIii ^ QAfJs / f G 

Translation, ‘O ‘Alt! Order the women of your house to not offer 
Salah without jewellery.’ 

(Al-Mu’jam-ul-Awsat lit-Tabaram, vol. 4, pp. 262, Hadis 5929) 

The mother of believers, Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddlqah 
considered it Makruh for a woman to offer Salah without jewellery, 
and she would say that if a woman has nothing then she 

should at least wear a piece of thread around her neck. 

(As-Sunan-ul-Kubra lil-BayhaqT, vol. 2, pp. 332, Raqm 3267) 

Regarding the jewellery making a jingling sound, A’la Hadrat 
stated: It is permissible for a woman to use jewellery that 
creates a sound if she neither shows herself to non-Mahram men 
such as first cousins, brothers-in-law etc. nor allows the jingling 
sound (of her jewellery) to reach such men. Allah Js-sS^ says: 

And they must not reveal their adornment except to their husbands. 
[Kanz-ul-Imdn (Translation of Quran)] (Part 18, Surah An-Ntir, verse 31) 
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He also says: 

3 6? oif^s 6Lrv*i ^ i 

And they must not stamp their feet on the ground in order that their 
hidden adornment be known. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 18, Surah An-Nur, verse 31) 

Note: This verse proves that women are not allowed to make any 
sound with their jewellery which can be heard by non-Mahram men, 
and it also proves that if the sound does not reach such men, then 
wearing it is permissible, because this verse prohibits creating any 
jingling sound whilst walking, and does not totally prohibit the 
wearing of such jewellery. (Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 22, pp. 127-128) 

A woman’s adornment for her husband 

Question: What is the ruling about a wife wearing jewellery to 
please her husband? 

Answer: This is a reward-earning deed. A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e- 
Sunnat, Maulana Shah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan *4^ says: 

For a woman to wear jewellery and adorn herself in order to please 
her husband, is a means of great reward and better for her than Nafl 
Salah. Some women as well as their husbands were honourable saints. 
These righteous ladies adorned themselves fully like brides every 
night after Salat-ul-Isha and appeared before their husbands. If they 
felt the need for their presence, they stayed; otherwise they removed 
their jewellery, changed their dresses, spread their prayer-mats, and 
began to offer Salah. The adornment of a bride is an early Sunnah 
supported by many Ahadls. In fact, it is a Sunnah to encourage 
unmarried girls to wear jewellery and beautiful clothing so that they 
receive marriage proposals. (Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 22, pp. 126) 
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However, remember that adornment must be made within home, 
and be visible only to Mahram relatives. To beautify women and 
wander freely with them whilst they are unveiled in front of non- 
Mahram men is Haram and leads to Hell. 


Blessed with vision of Beloved Prophet |P 
Islamic sisters! In order to be steadfast in observing full Islamic 
veiling, remain affiliated with the Madani environment of Dawat-e- 
Islami - a global and non-political movement of the Quran and 
Sunnah. Take part in Dawat-e-Islami’s Madani activities, and 
continue to attain the honour of travelling with a Madani Qafilah to 
learn Sunnah 1 . If someone asks, ‘What do you get from a Madani 
Qafilah?’ I will simply reply, ‘What don’t we get from a Madani 
Qafilah?’ Consider the following Madani parable and, with a heart full 
of devotion to the Revered and Renowned Prophet j*, 

place your seal of approval by saying dil 5 k ;L after the couplet given 
at the end of this true story. 

A sister from Hyderabad (Bab-ul-Islam, Sindh) stated: Once, a 
Madani Qafilah of Islamic sisters arrived in our locality. On the 
second day, I had the honour of attending the speech delivered after 
the area visit for the call to righteousness. After the speech, 
when the following couplets of Salat-o-Salam were recited ‘Ay 
Shahanshah-e-Madlnah fSkUlj ijlAll’, in a state of wakefulness, 


1 Every travelling sister must be accompanied by the father of her children or a trustworthy 
Mahram. In addition, those who hold responsibilities (within Dawat-e-Islami) do not have 
the authority to organise a Qafilali for sisters however they wish, for example, sisters in 
Pakistan must seek approval from the ‘Pakistan Islamic sisters Majlis’. Please note that 
Islamic sisters’ Madani Qafilahs are no longer allowed. 
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j«j£. I saw the Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah, 

the Owner of Jannah JUs«Ai wearing a garland of flowers. 

I could not control my emotions as tears poured out from my 
eyes. The overwhelming vision vanished and the Ijtima also came 
to an end. 


Mil gaye woh to phir kami kya hay 
Dauno ‘alam ko pa liya ham nay 

I have him, so then what else do I need 
1 have gained both worlds 


Questions and Answers regarding Satr 

What does Satr mean? 

Question: What is meant by Satr-ul-‘Awrah? 

Answer: The literal meaning of ‘Satr’ is To cover or ‘to conceaT. 
‘Awrat’ refers to ‘the parts of the body that must be covered. Hence, 
the combined expression ‘Satr-ul-‘Awrah’ would mean ‘covering the 
body area that must be concealed' . In normal usage (‘Urf) the word 
‘Satr’ usually refers to the ‘specific body-parts that must be concealed’. 

On page 479 of the 1250-page book Bahar-e-Shari’at (volume one), 
published by Dawat-e-Islami’s publication department Maktaba-tul- 
Madlnah, Sadr-ush-Sharl’ah, Badr-ut-Tarlqah, ‘Allamah Maulana 
Mufti Muhammad Amjad ‘All A’zamI ^1*1)1 stated: Satr-e- 

‘Awrat (covering ‘Satr’) is Wajib at all times, whether or not one 
is offering Salah and whether alone or in front of another person. 
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To expose ‘Satr’ without a genuine reason even when alone is not 
permissible; and in front of others or in Salah, covering the ‘Satr’ is 
Fard by consensus (Ijma). (Bahdr-e-Shari’at, part 3, vol. 1, pp. 479) 


Rulings on ‘Satr’ are of two types: (1) Rulings of‘Satr’ for men and 
women during Salah. (2) Rulings of‘Satr’ outside of Salah, in terms 
of who can look at certain body-parts of certain individuals. Here is 
some detail for the first type in question-answer form: 

Total area of Satr for a man 

Question: What part of a man is included in his Satr and what are 
the relevant rulings for him in Salah? 

Answer: Sadr-ush-Shari’ah, Badr-ut-Tariqah, ‘Allamah Maulana 
Mufti Muhammad Amjad ‘All A’zamI said: A man’s 

Satr-e-‘Awrat is from below his navel to below his knees, i.e. covering 
this area of his body is Fard. The navel is not included in Satr, but 
the knees are. Nowadays, many people wear Tahband 1 or pyjamas 
in such a way that a part of their abdomen below their navel remains 
exposed. If they wear a shirt which covers this area and its skin is not 
exposed then it is fine, otherwise, Haram. If a quarter (of the area 
under the navel) remains exposed during Salah, then Salah will be 
invalid. Some audacious people expose their knees and even thighs 
in front of other people, this is Haram too, and anyone who is 
habitual of this is Fasiq [sinner], (ibid, pp. 481) 


1 i.e. a piece of cloth which is used to cover the lower part of the body. 

10 
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Hajj-pilgrims and shorts-wearing people 
Some Hajj pilgrims can be careless whilst wearing Ihram and expose 
some parts of their Satr, such as the area under their navels, and parts 
of their knees and thighs. They must repent and be sure to avoid 
such carelessness in the future. Likewise, people who roam around 
in shorts exposing their entire knees and parts of their thighs must 
also learn from this and repent. They should neither become sinners 
nor invite others to commit the sin of unlawful gazing. If someone 
is wearing shorts, it is necessary for the other Muslim to refrain from 
looking at his uncovered knees or thighs. 


The Satr of a woman 

Question: Please explain the rulings of Satr for women and what 
areas of their bodies must be concealed in Salah? 

Answer: Bahdr-e-Shari’at volume 1, part 3, page 481, published by 
Maktaba-tul-Madmah, states: For a free woman (the era of slavery has 
ended, so nowadays, all women are free) and for a hermaphrodite - 
i.e. one who has both male and female physical features, and can 
neither be declared to be a man nor a woman - the whole body is 
‘Awrat (area of concealing), excluding the face, palms and soles. 
The hair hanging from her head, her neck and wrists are also ‘Awrat 
(and must be covered). It is Fard to cover these parts. 

Some scholars have not included soles and the backs of the hands in 
the ‘Awrat (i.e. something that must be covered). If a woman offers 
Salah wearing a very thin scarf, which reveals the blackness of her 
hair, then her Salah will be invalid unless she covers it with something 
that conceals the colour of her hair etc. (ibid, pp. 484) 
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What if the Satr is slightly exposed in Salah? 

Question: Is Salah valid if only a small area of Satr is exposed? 

Answer: Sadr-ush-Shari’ah, Badr-ut-Tariqah, ‘Allamah Maulana 
Mufti Muhammad Amjad ‘All A’zamI said: Let it be 

clear that if less than a quarter of any body-part which must be 
covered, was exposed, then Salah is valid. Even if a quarter is exposed 
but instantly covered then Salah is still valid. If it remained exposed 
for the time-period of one action, i.e. saying ‘dsl ^>4--’ thrice or if it 
was exposed intentionally, even if covered instantly, then the Salah 
will be invalid. If a few areas of Satr were partially exposed such that 
each of the exposed areas is less than a quarter of that limb, but 
collectively the exposed areas are equal to a quarter of the smallest 
of those exposed limbs, then Salah is invalid. For example, if one 
ninth (V9) of a woman’s ear and one ninth of her shin were exposed, 
and collectively they definitely equal a quarter of the ear, (hence) her 
Salah is invalid. (Bahar-e-Shan’at, vol. l,pp. 481-482) 

I did not offer Salah 

Islamic sisters! What can be said about the blessings of Dawat-e- 
Islami. This Sunnah-inspiring environment has made hundreds of 
thousands of people who habitually missed Salah, become punctual 
in Salah. Here is one faith-refreshing example: 

The following is a summarised statement by an Islamic sister from 
Punjab (Pakistan): I already had a religious environment in my home 
as my father was a Muazzin 1 of a Masjid and my elder brother and 
sister were already affiliated with Dawat-e-Islami. However, my mind 
was filled with worldly desires and my Nafs was audaciously fond of 


1 One who recites the call to prayer. 
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sins. I had a habit of missing my Salah. One day, some Islamic sisters 
came to my house in order to invite me to a Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima’ 
of Dawat-e-Islami. Their affectionate manner melted my heart and 
I made an intention to attend the Ijtima’. 

When I attended, I heard an Islamic sister delivering a heart-trembling 
speech about the ‘punishments of missing Salah’ that shook me up. 
I made a firm intention that from this day on, I would 

not miss any single Salah’. Then, with the arrival of Rabl’-un-Nur, 
the season of blessings, I attended a Mllad congregation where I 
heard an Islamic sister deliver a speech about the ‘Devastation of 
Television’ 1 . My hair stood on end and tears gushed from my eyes. 
Since that day onwards until the present day I have been busy 
striving to reform myself remaining affiliated with Dawat-e-Islami. 

Ap khud tashriflaye apnay baykas kitaraf 
‘Ah’ jab nikli tarap ker baykas-o-majbur ki 
Ap kay qadmaun mayn gir ker maut kl Yd Mustafa 
Arzii kab dye gi bar, baykas-o-majbur kl 

When the helpless and powerless beseeched you 
You came yourself to the forsaken one 
When will the wish of the helpless and the powerless be fulfilled? 

When will he be blessed with death at your feet? 


1 You can buy the audio cassette and the VCD of this speech in the voice of Amlr-e- 
Ahl-e-Sunnat as well as its booklet from Maktaba-tul-Madlnah. 

[Majlis Maktaba-tul-Madinah] 
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The excellence of making someone happy 

Islamic sisters! aL iUsJf, there are great blessings in visiting 
Muslims individually at their homes in order to spread the call to 
righteousness. It may be the case that a little effort from you may 
change someone’s life and make her begin to strive for the rewards 
of the afterlife and, as a result, you may be blessed with success too. 
Just think! Consider the level of tranquillity and happiness an Islamic 
sister will feel by joining this Madam environment because of being 
called towards righteousness by you! 

To please the heart of a Muslim is a great reward-reaping 
deed. Our Greatest and Holiest Prophet j* said: Whoever 

instils happiness into the heart of a believer, Allah JiW creates an 
angel from that happiness who worships Allah Ji:-A and declares the 
Oneness of Allah JmX When the bondman is placed in his grave, 
the angel approaches him asking, ‘Do you not recognise me?’ The 
person responds by asking, ‘Who are you?’ The angel replies, ‘I am 
the happiness which you instilled in the heart of so and so believer. 
Now I will be your comforter in distress, and I will keep you steadfast 
in answering the questions. I will come to you on the Day of 
Judgement and intercede for you in the court of your Lord Js-sSs- and 
show you your home in Paradise.’ 

(AttarghTb Wattarhib, vol. 3, pp. 266, Hadis 23) 

Taj-o-takht-o-hukumat mat day, kasrat-e-mal-o-dawlat mat day 
April khushl ka day day musdah. Yd Allah mayrl jhauli bhar day 

Do not give (me) a crown, a throne or a kingdom; 
do not give me riches or wealth 

Give me the glad tidings of Your happiness, O Allah! Fulfil this request 

(Jp 4lil Joi <—(jp IjL 
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The 4 subtypes of the second category of Satr 
Now we will explain the second type of Satr (i.e. ‘covering’ outside 
the Salah) in question-answer form. The rulings related to this 
category are further divided into 4 subtypes: 

1. The Satr of a man for a man. 

2. The Satr of a woman for a woman. 

3. The Satr of a non-Mahram man for a woman. 

4. The Satr of a woman for a man. 

1. The Satr of a man for a man 
Question: What is a man’s Satr area? 

Answer: A man’s Satr is from directly under his navel up to and 
including his knees, excluding the navel. Sadr-ush-Shari’ah, Badr-ut- 
Tariqah, ‘Allamah Maulana Mufti Muhammad Amjad ‘All A’zami 
wrote: A man may look at every part of another man’s 
body except those parts that must remain concealed; that is the area 
below the navel to below the knees; covering this area is Fard. The 
parts that must remain covered are called ‘Awrat. Hence, if you see 
someone exposing his knee, then you should prohibit him. If you 
see someone exposing his thigh, (you should) prohibit him strictly, 
and if he exposes his private parts, then he should be punished. 
(Bahar-e-Shan’at, part 16, pp. 85) 

Remember! Handing out such punishments is the duty of rulers, 
and not the common public. If necessary, a father can chastise his 
son, a teacher his student, and a Pir [spiritual guide] his disciple, 
he may even punish him. It is stated in Bahar-e-Sharl’at, volume 1, 
page 482: If someone is exposing his front or back private parts 
(‘Awrat-e-Ghallz), then anyone who is able to beat him like the 
father or the ruler should beat him. 
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Satr of a child 

Question: Is it necessary to cover the knees and thighs etc. of a baby? 

Answer: No. There is no harm in seeing an infant who is unclothed. 
On page 85, part 16 of the 312-page Bahar-e-Shari’at published by 
Dawat-e-Islami’s publication department ‘Maktaba-tul-Madinah’, 
Sadr-ush-Shari‘ah, Badr-ut-Tariqah, ‘Allamah Maulana Mufti 
Muhammad Amjad ‘All A’zamI uJJi stated: There is no 

‘Awrat for a very young child, i.e. it is not Fard to cover any part of 
his body, but when he is a little older then covering his private parts 
(front and back) is necessary, and when he is older than 10 years 
then the rulings of the adult will apply to him. 

(Bahar-e-Shan’at, part 16, pp. 85) 

Touching the thigh of a very young child 

Question: What is the ruling about touching the thigh of a very 

young child? 

Answer: This is permissible. However, if seeing or touching it arouses 
lust, then it is not permissible to even touch a one-day old baby. 

JLii sUi, these days moral standards have declined drasticahy, 
there have also been reports of indecent behaviour with two or 
three year old girls. 

The ruling on looking at a handsome young boy 
Question: Is it permissible to look at a handsome small boy? 

Answer: Looking at a handsome young boy can be permissible as 
weh as prohibited. Explaining this issue Sadr-ush-Shari’ah, Badr-ut- 
Tarlqah, ‘Allamah Maulana Mufti Muhammad Amjad ‘All A’zamI 
said: If a non-handsome boy becomes a Murahiq (i.e. 
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the one who has reached the age of ten years and is close to reaching 
puberty), then the rule for looking at him is the same as looking at 
men. If he is handsome, then the ruling for women will apply, i.e. 
looking at him with lust is Haram, but if there is no lust, then it is 
permissible to look at him as well as be alone with him. The 
definition of not feeling lust is that one is certain that one will not 
feel lust when one looks at him. If there is even doubt of feeling lust, 
then one should definitely not look. Feeling the desire to kiss him is 
also included in the definition of lust. (Ibid) 

(For detailed information, please study the booklet ‘Grave Abuse by 
the People ofLut ’ published by Maktaba-tul-Madlnah.) 

2. The Satr of a woman for another woman 

Question: Can a woman look at every part of another woman’s body? 

Answer: No. A woman is not permitted to look at another woman 
from directly under her navel up to and including her knees. Hence, 
Sadr-ush-Sharl’ah, Badr-ut-Tarlqah, ‘Allamah Maulana Mufti 
Muhammad Amjad ‘All A’zamI stated: The rule for 

one woman looking at another woman is the same as a man looking 
at another man, i.e. she cannot look at the area from (directly) 
under her navel up to her knees. It is permissible for her to look at 
the rest of her body if there is no risk of feeling lust. A pious woman 
should refrain from being seen by an indecent woman (adulteress, 
shameless), i.e. (a pious woman should) not remove her scarf in front 
of her because she will describe her appearance and features to men. 
(Ibid, pp. 86) 

3. A woman looking at a non-Mahram man 
Question: Can a woman look at a non-Mahram man? 

17 


www.dawateislami.net 


Questions and Answers about Islamic Veil 

Answer: Not looking is a much safer option. However, there is a case 
in which this is permissible, but before she looks at him, she should 
seriously take a very long look at the state of her heart to know 
whether this glance might push her into a pit of sin. Stating the 
scenario of permissibility, the honourable jurists jus-dn stated: 
The rule for a woman looking at a non-Mahram man is the same as 
the rule for one man looking at another man, but this is applicable 
when the woman is certain that she will not feel lust by looking at 
him. If she even doubts about feeling lust, then she must not look at 
him. (Bahar-e-Shari’at, part 16, pp. 86; ‘Alamgm, vol. 5, pp. 327) 

Non-Muslim midwife assisting with childbirth 

Question: Is a woman allowed to accept a non-Muslim midwife’s 

assistance in the countries where non-Muslims are in the majority? 

Answer: No. Muslims who live in such countries should already 
get information about such hospitals where Muslim female doctors, 
nurses and midwives are all available. If there is an emergency and a 
Muslim midwife is unavailable, and there is no alternative either, 
then in case of necessity, the services of a non-Muslim midwife may 
be sought. Sadr-ush-Shari’ah, Badr-ut-Tarlqah, ‘Allamah Maulana 
Mufti Muhammad Amjad ‘All A’zamI says: It is not 

permissible for a Muslim woman to expose her ‘Satr’ in front of a 
non-Muslim woman (i.e. a Muslim woman must observe veil with 
a non-Muslim woman just as she must do with any non-Mahram 
man. All parts of her body that must remain covered in front of a 
non-Mahram man, must remain covered in front of a non-Muslim 
woman). It is not uncommon these days for non-Muslim women to 
enter Muslims’ homes and Muslim women appear with parts of their 
Satr exposed just as they appear in front of Muslim women. It is 
necessary for them to avoid this. Most midwives are non-Muslims 
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and help with childbirth. If Muslim midwives are available, then it 
is obligatory to avoid the assistance of non-Muslim midwives in 
this task, because it is not permissible to expose these body-parts in 
front of non-Muslim women, (ibid) 

4. The Satr of a woman for a man 
Nowadays, there are three scenarios related to this: 

a. A man looking at his wife. 

b. A man looking at Maharim relatives. 

c. A man looking at a non-Mahram woman. 

(a) A man looking at his wife 

Question: Is there a part of the body that a husband and wife are 
not permitted to look at? 

Answer: No, there is no such part of the body. Sadr-ush-Sharl’ah, 
Badr-ut-Tarlqah, ‘Allamah Maulana Mufti Muhammad Amjad ‘All 
A’zamI stated: (A husband) may look at every part of 

his wife’s body from head to toe whether or not he feels lust. In the 
same way, both types of women (i.e. wife and slave-girl, the latter does 
not exist today) can see every part of the man. However, it is better 
(for both husband and wife) to not look at each other’s private parts 
as this weakens the memory and eyesight, (ibid, pp. 87) 

(b) A man looking at his Maharim relatives 

Question: Which parts of the body of his Maharim relatives (e.g. 
mother, sister) is a man allowed to look at? 

Answer: A man is only allowed to look at certain areas of the body of 
his Maharim relatives. Explaining this in detail Sadr-ush-Sharl’ah, 
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Badr-ut-Tarlqah, ‘Allamah Maulana Mufti Muhammad Amjad ‘All 
A’zami says: He is allowed to look at the head, chest, 

shin, arm, wrist, neck, and foot of Maharim female relatives as long 
as there is no risk of lust for both. It is not permissible to look at the 
stomach, back and thigh of any of these women. Likewise, it is not 
permissible to look at their sides and knees. (This rule applies when 
these parts are not covered by clothing, but if a thick cloth covers 
these areas then there is no harm in looking at them). It is permissible 
to look at their ears, necks, shoulders and faces. 

‘Maharim relatives’ are those women that a man is never allowed to 
marry (i.e. Nikah with them is Haram forever). No matter whether 
the Hurmat [prohibition] is due to a blood-relation or any other 
reason such as relation formed on the basis of Rada’at 1 or Musaharat. 
If prohibition on marriage is established by means of fornication, 
then the same rule as stated above applies regarding the fornicating 
man looking at the fornicating woman’s mothers (mother, maternal 
grandmother, maternal great grandmother etc.) and her daughters 
(daughter, granddaughter, great granddaughter etc.). 

(Ibid, pp. 87, 88) 


A man massaging his mother’s feet 

Question: Is an Islamic brother permitted to kiss or massage his 
mother’s hands or feet? 

Answer: It is allowed if neither of them experiences any lust. In fact, 
for Islamic brothers this is beneficial in both worlds. It is narrated: 
If someone kissed his mother’s feet, then it is as if he kissed the door 
of Paradise. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 9, pp. 606) 


1 Rada at implies relationship formed on the basis of breastfeeding a baby under certain 
conditions. See its details in Bahar-e-Shariat. 
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Sadr-ush-Sharl’ah, Badr-ut-Tarlqah, ‘Allamah Maulana Mufti 
Muhammad Amjad ‘All A’zamI says: A man is also 

allowed to touch the parts of a Mahram woman’s body that he is 
permitted to look at, as long as there is no risk of lust for both. A 
man may massage his mother’s feet, however, he can only massage 
her thigh if it is covered by a cloth, touching her thigh directly whilst 
it is uncovered is prohibited. (Bahar-e-Shan’at, part 16, pp. 88) 

(c) A man looking at a free non-Mahram woman 
Question: Is a man allowed to look at a non-Mahram woman’s face? 

Answer: He should not. However, if necessary he can, but with 
certain conditions. Explaining some situations for this, Sadr-ush- 
Sharl’ah, Badr-ut-Tariqah, ‘Allamah Maulana Mufti Muhammad 
Amjad ‘All A’zamI says: The rule for looking at a non- 

Mahram woman is that (if necessary) he may look at her face and 
palms because sometimes this is necessary. For example, if a witness 
who is to testify for or against her in a court-case is prevented from 
looking at her, then how can he testify for or against her? However, 
even here, there must be no possibility of lust whilst looking at her. 
These days, this is needed because (in markets, on public streets) 
many women walk around outside their homes, and to avoid seeing 
their faces at all is very difficult. Some scholars permit looking at 
their feet as well, (ibid, pp. 89) 

He AiULjizsMkr-? further states: Although it is permissible to look at 
the face of a non-Mahram woman without any chance of lust, these 
are irreligious times. People of this era are not like the earlier 
generations, hence, in this era, looking at it (face) will be prevented, 
however it is permissible for a witness or judge to look in case of 
necessity, (ibid, pp. 89, 90) 
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Looking at ear and neck of non-Mahram woman 
Question: Are the ears and neck included in her face, and when it is 
permissible to look at the face of a non-Mahram woman, is it also 
permissible to look at these parts? 

Answer: No. Ears, neck and throat are not included in the face, and 
for a non-Mahram man to look at these parts is a sin. 

(Bahar-e-SharT’at, vol. 1, pp. 483 - summarized) 


Repenting from unveiling 

Islamic sisters! A Madam environment is vitally needed for increasing 
your passion for good deeds, otherwise you might feel temporary 
motivation, but these will eventually fade away due to the absence 
of good company. In order to develop a Madam mindset, join the 
global and non-political movement of the Quran and Sunnah, 
Dawat-e-Islami. 

What can be said about the many blessings and amazing 
transformations occurring within Dawat-e-Islami’s Madani 
environment, its Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima’at, and Madani Qafilahs. 
Many Islamic sisters were blessed with the honour of adopting the 
full Islamic veil, through the blessings of being affiliated with the 
Sunnah-inspiring environment of Dawat-e-Islami. Here is an 
example of one such transformation. The following is a summary of 
a statement by an Islamic sister from Punjab (Pakistan): Prior to 
joining the Madani environment of Dawat-e-Islami, I used to 
watch films and dramas; I would go shopping unveiled, I missed my 
Salahs, thus my days and nights were passing in sin and negligence. 
One day, someone gave me some audio cassette recordings of 
Sunnah-inspiring speeches released by Maktaba-tul-Madlnah. 
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After hearing these speeches, I was deeply inspired and 
I awoke from my sleep of negligence. Due to those speeches, I was 
blessed with the fear of Allah J*:-A, love for the Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet J*, punctuality in Salah, and true repentance 

from all my sins, especially unveiling, j The Madani Burqa’ 
became a part of my attire. My uncontrollable tongue, which had a 
habit of humming songs, TmJj- began praising Allah’s Beloved 

Prophet TLsdilsdiisjsbuiAi j*. At present, I have the honour of serving 
the Sunnah as a member of the Zayli Mushawarat of Dawat-e- 
Islami in my locality. 

KaiT hay ghaflataun mayn zindagdm 
Na janay Hashr mayn kyafayslah ho 
IlahT! Hun bahut kamzor bandT 
Na dunya mayn na uqba mayn saza ho 

Life has passed in a state of negligence; 

I am unaware of my decision on the Day of resurrection 
My Lord, I am very weak, 

Please save me from punishment in this world and the next 
(Jp (_} \ju dill Joi 


Islamic sisters! Do you see the benefits of listening to and distributing 
audio cassettes of Sunnah-inspiring speeches, released by Maktaba-tul- 
Madlnah? ds-A*- Many fortunate Islamic brothers and sisters 

listen to at least one Sunnah-inspiring speech daily, and those who 
can afford to distribute them to others do so. You should also make 
an intention to distribute some cassettes and booklets of Sunnah- 
inspiring speeches either once every month or at least once a year in 
the blessed month of Rabl’-un-Nur. This is also Sadaqah [charity] 
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and what can we say about donating in the path of Allah Js-sS^! The 
Revered and Renowned Prophet JUs-fibsjfcJtsSiiii J* said: A Muslim’s 
Sadaqah increases his life and dispels a bad death, and due to this 
charity Allah removes pride and arrogance. 

(Al-Mujam-ul-KabTr lit-Tabarani, vol. 17, pp. 22, Hadis 31) 


Rah-e-Haq mayn sabhi dawlat luia dun 
Khuda! Aysa mujhay jazbah ‘ata ho 

May I spend all my wealth in the way of truth 
O Allah! Grant me such enthusiasm 


Looking at the person one intends to marry 

Question: Is a man allowed to look at a woman he intends to marry? 

Answer: Yes, both may see each other. Sadr-ush-Sharl’ah, Badr-ut- 
Tarlqah, ‘Allamah Maulana Mufti Muhammad Amjad ‘All A’zamI 
says: (Amongst the cases in which it is permissible for 
a man and woman to see each other) one scenario is when a man 
intends to marry a woman; looking at her with this intention is 
permissible, because a Hadis states: When you intend to marry 
someone, take a look at her for this causes constant love . 1 Similarly, 
a woman may take a look at the man who has proposed to her, even 
if there is possibility of lust, however, both (man and woman) must 
have the sole intention to follow this Hadis . 2 


1 Sunan-ut-TirmizI, vol. 2, pp. 346, Hadis 1089 

2 Bahar-e-Shari at, part 16, pp. 90 
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What if it is not possible for them to see each other 
Question: What can a man and woman do if it is not possible for 
them to see each other? 

Answer: Explaining a possible option in this situation, Sadr-ush- 
Shari’ah, Badr-ut-Tariqah, ‘Allamah Maulana Mufti Muhammad 
Amjad ‘All A’zami wrote: If it is not possible for hi m 

to see the woman he intends to marry, as is the custom these days - 
if a man is interested in marrying a woman, then her family 
nowadays do not allow him to see her under any circumstance, i.e. 
they observe a more stricter veil between the two than between her 
and any other man - in this case, he should send a woman to see 
(the potential bride) so that she can return to him and describe her 
appearance, features etc., so that he is content with her face and 
appearance, (ibid, pp. 90) 

A woman receiving medical treatment from a man 
Question: Can a male doctor look at and touch a female patient? 

Answer: If a female doctor is not available, then this is permissible 
in case of compulsion. Sadr-ush-Sharl’ah, Badr-ut-Tariqah, ‘Allamah 
Maulana Mufti Muhammad Amjad ‘All A’zami says: 

One scenario in which it may be necessary for a man to look at a 
non-Mahram woman is illness. He may need to see certain body- 
parts of an ill woman for treatment, in fact, he may need to touch 
her e.g. touching her hand to check her pulse or touching her 
abdominal area if there is a doubt of internal swelling, or looking at 
an abscess are permissible in such situations. He is allowed to look 
at the affected area, and if necessary, touch the area but only as 
much as is needed. This is permissible only when a female doctor is 
unavailable to perform the medical treatment; otherwise, women 
should be taught methods of medical treatment so that they may 
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work in such circumstances, because their looking at other women 
is not as bad as is the looking or touching of men. 

Midwives are available in most areas to check any abdominal swelling. 
If midwives are available then there is no need for a man to check. 
Even in cases where a male doctor is allowed to look at a woman, it 
is essential that only the required part of the body is exposed and 
the rest of the body must remain concealed so that he cannot see it. 
(ibid, pp. 90-91) If merely ‘looking’ is necessary, then touching is not 
permissible by Shari’ah. Remember! Touching is worse than looking. 

Backache and a MadanI Qafilah 

Islamic sisters! Within Dawat-e-Islami’s Madani Qafilahs, not only 
Muslims gain a treasure of spiritual reward, sometimes, their physical 
illnesses are also cured. Here is such an inspiring account by an 
Islamic sister who was a Madani Qafilah traveller: An Islamic sister 
(aged approximately 45) from Bab-ul-Madinah (Karachi, Pakistan) 
stated: I regularly suffered back-pain to the extent that I was unable 
to sit on the floor. When I travelled with a Madani Qafilah with 
Islamic sisters, never mind feeling any pain, in fact, I felt as though 
I had never suffered the pain in the first place. I spent 

all three days according to the schedule of Qafilah. Besides my Fard 
Salah, I offered Nafl Salahs of Tahajjud, Ishraq and Chasht. Having 
reaped the blessings of the Madani Qafilah, I made an intention 
that tUsU- aiiA-a I would make my eldest daughter travel with a 
Madani Qafilah too. 

Ap ko ho dard-e-sar yd ho dard-e-kamar 
Chalye himmat karayn, Qdfilay mayn chalo 

Faidah akhirat kay bananay mayn hay 
Sari behnayn kahayn, Qdfilay mayn chalo 
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If you have a headache or backache 
Be brave and travel with a Qdfildh 

There is benefit in striving for the Hereafter 
All sisters say, ‘travel with a Qafilah’ 

Islamic sisters! What can we say about the blessings of travelling in 
Madam Qafilahs! Backaches and worldly troubles are very small 
problems. If Allah wants, hopefully by the blessings of Madam 

Qafilahs, you will also find the solutions to the problems of the 
grave and the afterlife. In Madam Qafilahs, you will learn religious 
knowledge, perform different acts of worship and find inspiration 
for doing many good deeds. JLiV-JjifCioi, in return for your good 
deeds you will earn the everlasting and glorious blessings of 
Paradise. May Allah Jwft grant us all the neighbourhood of His 
Beloved Prophet j* in Jannat-ul-Firdaus. 

Alii jU'Nl £111 ffr 

Listen to this narration about the blessing and greatness of Paradise: 
The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah, the Owner of 
JannaJi said: As much space in Paradise as [is taken 

up by] a whip is better than this world and all that is contained in it. 

(Sahih Bukhari, vol. 2, pp. 392, Hadis 3250) 

The famous commentator, Hakim-ul-Ummat Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan 
said: Here a whip refers to ‘a very small area of space’. 
The bounties of Paradise are truly everlasting and the glamour of 
this world is temporary. Earthly blessings are mixed with pain 
but Heaven’s blessings are pure. Worldly blessings are inferior, 
Heavenly blessings are superior. Therefore, this entire world is 
nothing compared to even the smallest space in Heaven. 

(Mirat-ul-Manajih, vol. 7, pp. 447) 
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Men looking at female clothing 

Question: If a woman has covered her entire body in a thick Burqa’, 
is it then permissible for other men to look at her? 

Answer: There is no harm in looking at her. However, if looking at 
her clothes arouses lust in any man then he is not allowed to look at 
them because looking lustfully is definitely a sin. 

This issue is explained thoroughly in Bahar-e-Shanat : If a non- 
Mahram woman is wearing very thick clothes which totally conceal 
the colour of her skin etc. then it is permissible for a man to look at 
her. In this case, he would be looking at her clothes and not her 
body. This is allowed only if her clothes are not tight, if they are 
tight and reveal her body shapes, such as tight trousers which reveal 
all the shape of her shins and thighs, then it is not permissible for a 
man to look at her. 

Similarly, some women wear thin clothes such as a thin see-through 
muslin-made head scarf that reveals their hair, the blackness of their 
hair, their necks or ears; some wear very thin see-through outfits or 
some wear such shirts which have small spaces in between, which 
completely reveal their stomachs and backs; looking at women in 
any of these states is Haram and it is also Haram for women to wear 
such clothes in such situations, (ibid, pp. 91) 

(For further detailed information about the rules of ‘Satr’, please 
study Bahar-e-Sharl’at, volume 1, part 3, pages 478 to 486 and part 
16, pages 85 to 91, published by Maktaba-tul-Madlnah.) 

(Jp \ju ihl Joi (jp \jL+a 
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String of a garment 

Question: Please tell us the story of pious lady about Shar’i veiling 
for our persuasion. 

Answer: Veiling women have very high ranks. The book Akhbar-ul- 
Akhyar mentions the following story: Once upon a time there was a 
severe drought. Despite abundant prayers by people, it did not rain. 
Sayyiduna Nizamuddin Abul Mu'yad held a string of his 

blessed mother’s garment in his hand and said, ‘O Allah Js-sV! This 
string is from the garment of a woman who has never been looked 
at by any non-Mahram man; my Lord JmV! For its sake, shower rain 
upon us.’ Even before the prayer finished, clouds of mercy covered 
the sky and it began to rain. (Akhbar-ul-Akhyar, pp. 294) 

May Allah Js-sV have mercy on her and forgive us without 
accountability for her sake! 

^ ^ 


If this is the status of a string from a garment which is 
connected to a saint’s body; and if prayers are answered by its 
blessings and by means of holding it in the hand, then how blessed 
and sacred their bodies would be! 

(Jp (_} \ju 4I1I JLi ijp 


Precautions when exiting home 

Question: What precautions should Islamic sisters take when exiting 
their homes? 


Answer: When a woman leaves her house due to a valid Islamic 
reason, she ought to wear a loose unattractive Madam Burqa’, gloves 
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and socks. The material of the gloves and socks should not be thin 
and should not reveal the colour of her skin. Wherever there is a 
chance of being seen by men, she should abstain from lifting her 
face-veil; such as on the stairs of her own or somebody else’s house, 
in the alley, neighbourhood etc. She should also abstain from 
raising the lower part of her Burqa’ and from allowing men to see 
her attractive and colourful clothes beneath. 

Remember! Without a valid Islamic reason, a woman should not 
reveal any part of her body from her head to the soles of her feet - 
including her head-hair, arms, wrists, neck, stomach, shin etc. - to 
any non-Mahram man (whom it is not permanently prohibited for 
her to marry). In fact, if the outfit is so thin and transparent that it 
reveals her skin colour or it is so tight that it reveals the shape of 
any of her body limbs or her head scarf is so thin that it reveals the 
blackness of her hair, then this is also unveiling. 

My master A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, reviver of Sunnah, 
eradicator of Bid’ah, scholar of Shari’ah, guide of Tariqah, ‘Allamah 
Maulana Al-Haj Al-Hafiz Al-Qari Ash-Shah Imam Ahmad Raza 
Khan ArP ias? <**£• said: Dressing in a manner which is common 
these days; i.e. wearing thin see-through clothes that reveal the skin 
colour or any part of the hair, neck, arms, wrists, stomach, or shins; 
is Haram-e-Qat’i [strictly prohibited] in front of anyone excluding a 
woman’s specific Maharim, i.e. relatives whom she is never allowed 
to marry. (Fatawa Razawiyyah unreferenced, vol. 10, pp. 196; Fatawa Razawiyyah 
referenced, vol. 22, pp. 217) 

Who does a woman have to observe veil from? 

Question: Which men must Islamic sisters observe veil from? 

Answers: It is necessary for a woman to observe veil from all non- 
Mahram males who have reached puberty. Mahram men are those 
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with whom marriage is Haram forever, no matter whether she is not 

allowed to marry them due to a blood relation or due to another 

reason such as breast-feeding (Rada’at) or Musaharat. 

Types of Mahram men 

Question: Who exactly are Maharim? 

Answer: Maharim include three types: 

1. Those with whom Nikah is Haram forever due to a blood 
relationship. 

2. Those with whom Nikah is Haram due to the relation formed 
on the basis of Rada’at. 

3. Musaharat: Those with whom Nikah is Haram due to a marital 
relationship, such as a daughter-in-law for her father-in-law or 
a son-in-law for his mother-in-law. 

Another way to understand Musaharat is that when a woman 
marries a man, it is Haram forever for her to marry his fathers 
(father, grandfather, great grandfather etc.) and sons (son, 
grandson, great grandson etc.). Similarly, a husband can never 
marry the mothers or daughters of his wife. Also the same rules 
of Musaharat apply if a man or woman commits fornication or 
indulges in any act leading to fornication (e.g. lustfully touching 
or kissing someone’s naked skin). 

Excluding Maharim blood relatives, observing veil in front 
of the other two Maharim is neither prohibited nor Wajib. 
However, if a woman is young or there is a possibility of 
indecency, then she should observe veil with these two. 
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It is advisable to observe veil with one whose relation 
is based on Rada’af 

My master A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, scholar of Shari’ah, 
guide of Tariqah, ‘Allamah Maulana Ash-Shah Imam Ahmad Raza 
Khan c said: Excluding the relatives that a woman is 
prohibited to marry due to a blood-relation, it is neither Wajib nor 
prohibited for her to observe veil with men whom she can never 
marry as a result of the relation formed by Rada’at. These people 
include the father, grandfather, brother, nephew, uncle, son, 
grandson [all through Rada’at as well as relatives through marriage 
(Musaharat) such as the father in law, mother-in-law, son-in-law, 
daughter-in-law (it is permissible whether to observe or not to 
observe veil with them)]. 

Even though it is not incumbent for her to observe veil in these 
cases but it is appropriate to observe veil if she is young or there is a 
possible risk of mischief, especially if a man and woman are related 
through Rada’at because people usually do not consider this relation 
something to be very important. (Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 22, pp. 235) 

Which people are included in the category of 
Maharim blood relatives 

Question: Which people are included in the category of Maharim 
blood relatives? 

Answer: These consist of four types of relatives: 

1. One’s children (i.e. son and daughter), grandchildren, great- 
grand children and so on. 


* Rada at implies relationship formed on the basis of breastfeeding a baby under certain 
conditions. See its details in Bahar-e-Shariat. 
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2. One’s mother, father, grandmother, grandfather, great-grand 
mother, great-grand father and so on. 

3. Children of one’s mother or father (whether they are real 
brothers and sisters, or step-brothers and step-sisters). Similarly, 
the children of one’s parents’ children (i.e. nephews and nieces, 
whether they are from one’s real brother/sister or step-brother/ 
step-sister) etc. 

4. The children of one’s grandmother/grandfather (i.e. real uncles/ 
real aunties or step uncles/step aunties). However, the children 
of one’s uncle and aunt are non-Mahram. 

(Fatawa Razawiyyah referenced, vol. 11, pp. 464) 

Note: Amongst the abovementioned blood-relatives, it is Haram 
for these men to marry these women and for these women to 
marry these men. 

Some father-in-laws can cause serious trouble 

Question: Does a daughter-in-law have to observe veil with her 

father-in-law? 

Answer: No, there is no ‘veil’ between them due to Musaharat. 
However, she can observe veil with him if she wants; in fact, it is 
safer for her to observe veil with him if she is young or there is a 
possibility of indecency, especially these days due to the chaotic state 
of our society. Reports about ‘issues’ between the daughter-in-law 
and the father-in-law are not uncommon nowadays. These issues 
are usually one-sided, i.e. caused by the father-in-law. When he 
finds himself alone with his daughter-in-law, he tries to satisfy his 
lust with her. For this reason, these days women should not have 
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informal relationships with their fathers-in-law. The fathers-in-law 
that are more likely to behave indecently are the ones who are distant 
from their own wives or do not have any. 

(Please read the chapter ‘Muharramat ka Bayan’ from Bahar-e- 
Shari’at, part 7.) 

Veil between sister-in-law and brother in-law 
Question: Does an Islamic sister have to observe veil with her 
brother-in-law, paternal and maternal cousins, the husband of her 
father’s sister and that of her mother’s sister? 

Answer: Yes. In fact she should take extra care in observing veil 
with these men because familiarity removes any formality between 
them. Hence, there is much more risk of indecent behaviour 
occurring with these male relatives than there is with unfamiliar 
men. Unfortunately, nowadays there is no concept of observing veil 
with these relatives. Even if a sincere and sensitive Islamic sister 
makes an attempt to observe veil with these male relatives she usually 
faces various forms of ridicule; but these Islamic sisters should not 
lose hope. 

Despite unfavourable circumstances, if any fortunate Islamic sister 
does succeed in observing veil, then it will be no surprise if at the 
time of her death, she is gracefully welcomed and embraced by the 
princess of the universe, mother of Hasanayn, queen of all women, 
Fatima-tuz-Zahra jus aIii and then presented by her in the 
blessed gathering of her Great Father j*. 

(Jp (_} \ju 4I1I 
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My master A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, scholar of Shari’ah, 
guide of Tariqah, Ash-Shah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan 
explains the importance of observing veil with the brother-in-law, 
paternal and maternal cousins, husband of one’s father’s sister and 
that of mother’s sister: The following men - the brother-in-law, 
husband of father’s sister, that of mother’s sister, paternal and maternal 
cousins - are all classed as non-Mahram for a woman. In fact, the 
harm of these men is more than the harm of totally unfamiliar men, 
because complete strangers will hesitate to enter a woman’s house 
but these (aforementioned) male relatives will not hesitate due to 
their informal relationship. A woman does not immediately behave 
in an informal way towards a complete stranger but she does towards 
these (aforementioned) men (i.e. she has no hesitation). 

This is why when the Noblest Prophet forbade men 

from visiting non-Mahram women, one of his Ansari companions 
audfc&iio*? asked, ‘Ya Rasulallah What about the elder 

and the younger brothers-in-law?’ He J* replied, ‘The 

elder and the younger brothers-in-law are death.’ 

(Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 22, pp. 217) 

How should a woman observe veil in her in-laws’ house? 
Question: How should a woman observe veil with her brother-in- 
law etc. when she is at her in-laws’ house? It is very difficult to stay 
veiled all day long? How will she veil her face whilst doing household 
chores? 

Answer: Even at home, she must be careful to observe veil with her 
brothers-in-law. Sahih Bukhari states that Sayyiduna ‘Uqbah Bin 
‘Amir narrated, ‘The Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our 

heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind said, 
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‘Avoid women’. One man asked, ‘Ya Rasulallah -ufe jAi J*! 
What about the brother-in-law?’ He JUs-jjbMfejfe&Ai answered, ‘The 
brother-in-law is death.’ (Sahlh Bukhari, vol. 3, pp. 472, Hadis 5232) 

A brother-in-law confronting his sister-in-law is like the one 
confronting death because there is a higher risk of indecency here. 
Mufti-e-A’zam Pakistan, Waqar-e-Millat, Maulana Waqaruddin 
says, ‘It is necessary for her to observe ‘veil’ excluding 
her face, palms, heels, feet and ankles; with all men that are non- 
Mahram); she should also avoid revealing her beauty, jewellery and 
dress to them.’ (Waqdr-ul-Fatdwd, vol. 3,pp. 101) 

One narration states, ‘If any man casts a lustful glance at the beauty 
of a non-Mahram woman, then on the Day of Judgement, molten 
lead will be poured into his eyes’. (Hidayah, vol. 2, pp. 368) 

One’s sister-in-law is definitely a non-Mahram woman. Any brother- 
in-law who has deliberately and lustfully been looking at, behaving 
casually towards, or joking around with his sister-in-law, must fear 
Divine punishment and instantly repent without delaying a single 
millisecond. If a woman refers to her brother-in-law as ‘younger 
brother’ or ‘older brother’ then this does not make it permissible for 
them to see each other and have an informal relationship. In fact, 
this kind of informal chit-chat removes any formalities and brings 
them close, which results in the brother-in-law and sister-in-law 
falling even deeper into the ditch of sins, such as looking at each 
other, casual behaviour, joking, laughing etc. Informal conversation 
between a woman and her brother-in-law sounds a constant alarm 
signifying extreme danger. 

May Allah make these words penetrate the heart. 
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Brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law must be very careful. A sacred 
Hadis states: ‘oQy Eyes fornicate. 

(Musnad Imam Ahmad. Bin Hanbal, vol. 3, pp. 305, Hadis 8852) 

Anyhow, if it is difficult for a woman to observe veil with close non- 
Mahram relatives whilst living in the same house, then she is allowed 
to reveal her face but she must strictly avoid wearing thin clothes 
which reveal the colour of her hair, skin etc. or clothes which are so 
tight that the shapes of her body-parts and those of the raised parts 
of the chest get revealed. 

Tribulations for veil-observing Islamic sisters 
Question: These days veil-observing Islamic sisters are mocked 
in home with names such as ‘Mullani’. If they attend any public 
gathering wearing a ‘Madam Burqa’, they hear comments such as 
‘ What’s this you’ve got on, take it off, ‘alright, we know you wear a 
veil, you can take it off now’, ‘the world has moved on, this is so old- 
fashioned’, etc. Such disheartening comments smash the hearts of 
veil-observing Islamic sisters into thousands of pieces. What should 
Islamic sisters do in these circumstances? 

Answer: It is right; these are not easy times. Any Islamic sister who 
wears a full Islamic veil is always faced with a severe tribulation; but 
she should not lose hope. Starting a heated debate or kicking up a 
fuss with anyone who ridicules you or objects to your outfit could 
cause a lot of damage. This kind of attitude could make a situation 
worse instead of better. 

In order to comfort your heart in such circumstances, think to 
yourself that until our Holy Prophet JUs«jab<sisJfaS*ii! J* announced his 
Prophethood, he jisSi&i J* was respected by the evil unbelievers 

who referred to him using titles such as ‘Trustworthy’ (Amin) and 
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‘Truthful’ (Sadiq), but as soon as he began to publicly 

preach Islam, the same malicious unbelievers began to hurt, ridicule 
and swear at him. Not only that, they even attempted to take his life. 
Amazingly, despite these circumstances, the Prophet of Rahmah, 
the Intercessor of Ummah remained steadfast, and 

always patient. Now Islamic sisters should be patient and think, ‘As 
long as I was fashionable and did not observe veil, no one ridiculed 
me; but as soon as I began to observe veil, people began to taunt 
me; I thank Allah JjmSs- for granting me the opportunity to act upon 
the Sunnah of bearing cruelty.’ 

It is my Madam request to you that no matter how much pain you 
experience, do not be impatient. Do not utter even a single word 
unless Sharl’ah permits. A Hadls-e-QudsI states that Allah Js-sS^ 
said, ‘O son of Adam! If you are patient and seek reward at the first 
instance of sadness, then I shall not get pleased for you with any 
reward Other than Paradise.’ (Sunan IbnMajah, vol. 2, pp. 266, Hadis 1597) 


The painful test of Asiyah 

Question: Please tell us any heart-touching story to encourage 
any Islamic sister who is belittled in society and taunted by her 
family, for wearing a full Islamic veil and for following 

Sunnahs, etc. 

Answer: Sayyidatuna Asiyah t&ss. JtsS ahi is an example for any 
Islamic sister who is troubled at home by her family for observing 
Islamic veil. Sayyidatuna Asiyah tjjs. jus ahi c^<? was pharaoh’s wife. 
She became a believer after seeing the failure and conversion of 
the magicians who competed against Sayyiduna Musa Kallmullah 
When pharaoh became aware of this, he began 
to torture her using various methods in order to make her reject her 
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faith; but she remained steadfast. Eventually, pharaoh 

forced her to lie on a plank of wood in the scorching heat and nailed 
both her hands and feet into the wood. Adding to her pain, he placed 
millstones on her blessed chest to prevent her from moving. Even in 
this agonising and unbearable pain, her faith did not waver even the 
slightest bit and she i&zjusdii&’i? painfully prayed to her Creator 

@ (l£f^ Of <jN 

O my Lord! Build a house for me in Your nearness in Paradise, and rescue 
me from Fir’awn and his work, and rescue me from the unjust people. 
[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 28, Surah At-Tahnm, verse 11) 

The famous Quranic commentator, Hakim-ul-Ummat, Mufti Ahmad 
Yar Khan said: Allah sent some angels to shade her 

(Sayyidatuna Asiyah tyz JUS ali c^f) and show her home to her in 
Paradise; this made her forget all her pains. Some reports state that 
her body was raised to the sky. Sayyidatuna Asiyah tau-JusAiiio*? will 
be married to our Beloved Prophet j* in Heaven. 

(Nur-ul-Trfan, pp. 896) 

May Allah Js-sS^ have mercy on her and forgive us without 
accountability for her sake! 

Deceased mother helped get permission for a Madani activity 
Islamic sisters! Even today, Allah’s favours descend upon people 
who are patient in tribulations. Here is a paraphrased statement 
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by an Islamic sister from Kot ‘Attari (Kotri, Bab-ul-Islam Sindh): 

I love Dawat-e-Islami, so I really wanted to take part in 
Dawat-e-Islami’s Madam activities, but the father of my children did 
not allow me. Even then I took part in Madam activities remaining 
within the bounds of Shari’ah. Luckily, in the blessed month of 
Safar-ul-Muzaffar in 1430 A.H. a Madam Qafilah of Islamic sisters 
arrived in our locality. On the second day, I attended a Tarbiyyatl 
Ijtima’ there, according to the schedule. In that Ijtima’ I prayed, 
‘O Allah Judd For the sake of this blessed Madam Qafilah, please 
make the father of my children allow me to work for Dawat-e-Islami.’ 

JLddJldsJl! That night, the father of my children saw my deceased 
mother (his mother-in-law who loved him like a son) in a dream, 
and she said to him, ‘Why do you not allow my daughter to do 
Dawat-e-Island's Madam work! Give her permission.’ The father of 
my children informed me about this dream and happily permitted 
me to do Dawat-e-Island's Madam work. So my heart’s wish was 
fulfilled due to the blessing of the Madam Qafilah of Islamic sisters. 1 

Qafilay mayn zara mango a ker Du ’a 
Pao gey na’matayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 
Hoga lutf-e-Khuda, do behno Du ’a 
Mil kay saray karayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 

Just attend a Qafilah and pray, you will earn blessings 
You will see the mercy of Allah, come sisters 
Let’s pray together in a Madani Qafilah 

(Jp \*j 4I1I (Jp 


1 Please note that Madani Qafilahs of Islamic sisters are no longer allowed. 
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Passion for Madam work! 

Islamic sisters! Did you see the great blessings of Madam Qafilahs? 

Prayers are answered in Qafilahs. Having the passion 
to spread the message of piety by performing Madam activities is a 
huge blessing! This is a rich-reward-reaping deed. Here are four 
Ahadls concerning this matter: 

Four sayings of Mustafa |p 

1. The person who shows the way to a good deed is like the person 
who does a good deed. 1 

2. If Allah guides even one person through you, this is better 
for you than owning red camels. 2 

3. Surely, Allah Js-sS^, His angels, the creations of the earth and 

the sky, including ants in their holes and fish (in water) send 
‘Salat’ upon the teacher of goodness. 3 The famous commentator, 
Haklm-ul-Ummat, Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan cAOi said: 

Allah’s Salat means ‘His special mercy’, and the creation’s Salat 
means ‘special prayer for mercy. 4 

4. The best charity is for a Muslim to acquire knowledge and then 
to teach his Muslim brother. (Sunan lbn Majah, vol. 1, pp. 158, Hadis 243) 

How to encourage female family members to wear the veil? 
Question: How can someone convince her family members to wear 
the veil? 


1 Sunan-ut-Tirmizi, vol. 4, pp. 305, Hadis 2679 

2 Sahih Muslim, pp.1311, Hadis 2406 

3 Sunan-ut-Tirmizi vol. 4, pp. 314, Hadis 2694 

4 Mirat-ul-Manajih, vol. 1, pp. 200 
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Answer: Make regular attempts to create a MadanI environment in 
your house by giving a home-Dars using ‘ Faizan-e-Sunnaf or this 
book ‘ Questions and Answers about Islamic Veil’; by playing recorded 
Sunnah-inspiring speeches; and by making individual effort to 
convince the men of your family to travel in Dawat-e-Islami’s 
Sunnah-inspiring Madani Qafilahs. Also do not forget to pray for 
them wholeheartedly. Always yearn for saving yourself and your 
family from all sins and make constant efforts for this as well. 
However, always use gentleness, gentleness and gentleness. Do not 
even think about being strict without a valid Islamic reason, because 
usually ‘gentleness’ achieves what ‘strictness’ cannot. 

Hay falah-o-kamrani narmi-o-asam mayn 
Her bana kam bigar jata hay nadam mayn 

Success and prosperity exist in softness and gentleness 
Every good thing falls apart with foolishness 

Anyhow you should make all possible efforts to reform your family. 
Allah Js-sJs- said in the 6 th verse of Surah At-Tahrim (part 28): 

5jl d*sL\ j lisJS j tjlS j t Ifi 


O believers, save yourselves and yourfamily from the fire whose fuel 
are men and stones. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 28, Surah. At-Tahnm, verse 6) 

You will be questioned about your subordinates 

Remember! A husband and a father is the ‘supervisor’ of his wife 
and his children respectively. Likewise, every man is the supervisor 
of his subordinate and every ‘supervisor’ shall be questioned about 
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his subordinates on the Judgement Day. The following is a glorious 
Hadis of the Revered and Renowned Prophet JUs -ob <«u. jus &b\ J*, 
‘You are all supervisors and rulers of your subordinates and on 
Judgement Day, the ruler shall be questioned about his subjects.’ 

(Sahih Bukhari, vol. 1, pp. 309, Hadis 893) 

Individual effort by younger brother 

Islamic sisters! One brilliant method for saving yourself from ruin 
and earning forgiveness is to associate yourself with Dawat-e-Islami’s 
Sunnah-inspiring Madam environment. It is not uncommon for 
one individual to join Dawat-e-Islami’s Madam environment and then 
become the cause for his/her entire family’s rectification. There are 
dozens of such examples. Here is one such Madam example: 

The following is an Islamic sister’s statement: We were a very modern 
family that greatly enjoyed watching films and dramas and listening 
to music. By Allah’s grace, an Islamic brother did some individual 
preaching to my younger brother and convinced him to attend a 
weekly Sunnah-inspiring Dawat-e-Islami’s Ijtima’. By Allah’s mercy, 
regular participation in Ijtima’ caused a Madam transformation in 
my brother’s heart. He became punctual in his daily Salahs, and 
started to spend his time making attempts to act upon the Sunnah 
and worrying about how to reform his family. He would explain 
blessings of Dawat-e-Islami’s Madam environment and encourage 
us to attend the weekly Sunnah-inspiring Islamic sisters’ Ijtima’. 
His constant personal preaching paid off and one day, I was blessed 
with attending one of these Islamic sisters’ Ijtima’at. The spiritual 
experience and Sunnah-inspiring speech in that Ijtima’ had a 
profound effect on my heart. During the supplication, I repented of 
my sins tearfully and became determined to never leave Dawat-e- 
Islami’s Madam environment. 
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Regular attendances in Sunnah-inspiring Islamic sisters’ 
Ijtima’at aroused enthusiasm for developing fear of Allah Js-sV and 
love for Mustafa JUs-abssfeJfc&iii J*. Due to Dawat-e-Islami, the improper 
environment of my home converted into a Madam environment. 
By mutual consent, our family decided to remove our TV from our 
house because it is extremely difficult to avoid watching films and 
dramas with it remaining in our house. Now, in our home, instead 
of films, dramas and songs, we listen to Na’ats of the Beloved and 
Blessed Prophet 

Na mema yad ata hay na find yad ata hay 
Muhammad yad atay hayn MadTnah yad ata hay 

I do not think of life and death 
I only think of Muhammad and Madinah 

(Jp Alii (Jp 


Islamic sisters! Without losing hope, please continue your personal 
efforts. you will not fail. During your endeavours even 

if you endure suffering, never get impatient. Jjtet-S, q), this 
tragedy will bring about a greater good. Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah 
Au-JMsb reported that the Prophet of Rahmah J* 

said, ‘Whenever Allah JU-sV decides to do good to someone He Js-sV 
afflicts suffering upon him.’ (Sahih Bukhari, vol. 4, pp. 4, Hadis 5645) 

(Jp jlij Alii 


Definition of a ‘Dayyus’ 
Question: What is a ‘Dayyus’? 
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Answer: Any man who does not prevent his wife and Mahram 
female relatives from unveiling despite having the power to do this 
is a ‘Dayyus’. The following is a warning by the Noblest Prophet 
j*, ‘Three types of people shall never enter Paradise, a 
Dayyus, a woman that adopts masculine style and an alcoholic.’ 
(Majma'-uz-Zawaid, vol. 4, pp. 599, Hadis 7722) 

Women with male hair and dress styles should learn a lesson from 
this sacred Hadis. Parents who make their young girls have boyish 
haircuts and wear boyish clothes and hats should be careful. They 
should make their young girls consider themselves different from 
boys from an early age so that once they reach puberty and sensibility, 
they have no difficulty in moulding their habits and practices to 
comply with Islamic law. The previous blessed Hadis mentions the 
words ‘shall never enter Paradise’. This actually means that they will 
not be allowed to enter Paradise for a ‘very long time’, because any 
Muslims who, J^-dblsUa, will enter Hell as a result of their sins, will 
eventually reach Paradise. 

Remember! No one is able to tolerate the punishment of Hell for even 
a millionth of a second; so we must always make efforts to avoid 
every single sin and continue to pray for entrance into Jannat-ul- 
Firdaus without accountability. ‘Allamah ‘Alauddln HaskafI 
J wrote the following about a ‘Dayyus’: Dayyus is the 
person who does not care about his wife or any other Mahram 
woman’s (indecent) behaviour with other men. 

(Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 6, pp. 113) 

So we learnt that any man who does not prevent his wife, mother, 
sisters, and young daughters etc. from wandering unveiled in streets, 
shopping centres and mixed public amusement parks; or does not 
stop them from conversing informally and appearing unveiled 
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in front of non-Mahram male neighbours, non-Mahram relatives, 
non-Mahram servants, security guards and drivers, is a Dayyus, he 
will be kept out of Paradise and is worthy of Hell. 

My master A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, scholar of Shari’ah, 
guide of Tariqah, Ash-Shah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan is 1 ?-sU. 

says: A Dayyus is a severe and repulsive sinner (Fasiq), and offering 
Salah behind a Fasiq-e-Mu’lin [one who commits sins flagrantly] is 
Makruh Tahrimi. Making him the Imam is not permissible, offering 
Salah behind him is a sin and anyone who has offered Salah led by 
hi m must repeat his Salah (because it is Wajib-ul-I’adah). 

(Fatawa Razawiyyah referenced, vol. 6, pp. 583) 


Bay-pardah kal jo ayin nazar chand bibiyan 
Akbar zamin mayn ghayrat-e-qaumT say gar gay a 
Pucha jo un say dp ka pardah woh kya huwa? 

Kehnay lagin, ‘Woh ‘aql pay mardaun kTper gaya!’ 

When Akbar saw few women unveiled, he was shamefully sunk into earth 
When asked, ‘Where is your veil?’ They replied, ‘On the brains of men!’ 

What if a woman is disobedient? 

Question: Is a man still a Dayyus if the women of his house do not 
observe veil despite his efforts? 

Answer: If a man makes all possible attempts according to his 
status and fulfils all the requirements of preventing unveiling but 
they still do not comply, then there is no blame on him and he is 
not a Dayyus. Men must make all possible attempts to prevent 
their women from unveiling, but wisely. Make sure that you do not 
behave towards your wife, mother or sisters so strictly that it causes 
chaos in your house. 
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Does a woman have to observe veil with her 
‘so-called’ brothers? 

Question: Do Islamic sisters have to observe veil with men who 
they affectionately refer to as ‘father’, ‘brother’, or ‘son’? 

Answer: Yes! They must observe veil with these men too. Calling 
someone father, brother or son will not make him the real father, 
brother or son. It is permissible to marry these men. Such 
relationships are common in our society. Some men refer to certain 
women as ‘mothers’, whereas some girls refer to certain men as 
‘brothers’, whilst some women refer to men as ‘sons’, and there 
are also so-called ‘uncles’, and ‘fathers’; this has resulted in a sin- 
storm of unveiling, informal relationships and mixed gatherings. 
Maliilj jUY’ May Allah save and protect us. 

Men and women who establish such ‘so-called relationships’ should 
always fear Allah The devil does not warn before attacking. A 
sacred Hadis states: Avoid the world and women, because the first 
instance of Fitnah [turmoil] that arose in the Ban! Israll was due to 
women. (SahTh Muslim, pp. 1465, Hadis 2742) 


Adopting a boy 

Question: Is it permissible to adopt a child? 

Answer: Yes, but if he is a non-Mahram then the woman should 
observe veil with him once he begins to understand female ‘issues’. 
The respected jurists JuS4iii*4>i? say: The age of a ‘Murahiq’ (boy close 
to puberty) is 12. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 4, pp. 118) 

Adopting a girl 

Question: Is it permissible to adopt a girl? Must she observe veil 
with her foster father when she is older? 
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Answer: The easy way for anyone wishing to adopt a girl is to adopt 
his niece so that he can live with her even when she reaches puberty 
without establishing a breast-feeding relationship (Rada at). However, 
once she reaches puberty, she must observe veil with non-Mahram 
men of the house such as, those sons of her foster parents who have 
reached puberty, (provided they are not her Rada’i-brothers). If the 
adopted girl is a non-Mahram female then her non-Mahram foster 
father should not live with her once she reaches puberty or is close 
to puberty. 

My master A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, Maulana Shah Imam 
Ahmad Raza Khan wrote in Fatawa Razawiyyah, volume 

13, page 412: When the girl reaches puberty or is close to reaching 
puberty, she should definitely live with her father until she is married. 
After the age of nine she will not be allowed to live with her real 
mother and will be made to live with her father instead of a non- 
Mahram man (i.e. the one whom marriage is not forever Haram 
with). It is never permissible for her to live with this non-Mahram 
man. A girl will not become a man’s daughter just because he has 
brought her up. Islamic jurists Jts5<dji said: The minimum age of 
a girl who is close to reaching puberty is nine years. 

(Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 4, pp. 118) 

A condition in which ‘veil’ with adopted child 
is not required 

Question: If a married couple has brought up adopted children from 
a very young age, it seems extremely difficult to observe veil once they 
get mature. Please tell us how it is possible for someone to adopt a 
child and then not need to observe veil when the child gets older? 

Answer: You can do this by establishing a suckling-relationship 
(Rada’at) with the adopted boy/girl. However, in this case you must 
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remember that in case of adopting a girl, Rada at 1 will be established 
with the husband, i.e. the husband’s sister or niece will breastfeed the 
girl. In case of adopting a boy, Rada at will be estabhshed with the wife, 
i.e. the wife herself, or her sister, daughter, or niece wih breastfeed 
the boy. If this is done, then there wih be no veil restrictions for 
both the husband and the wife. 

Remember that whenever you wish to establish a relationship via 
Rada’at, then breastfeed the child within the age of two years 
(according to Islamic years). It is not permissible to breastfeed a 
child after he has reached the age of two years, even for a mother to 
breastfeed her own child past the age of two years is prohibited, but 
even if a boy drinks a woman’s milk within the first two and a half 
years then a relationship through suckling wih be estabhshed. 

When does a boy reach puberty? 

Question: When does a boy reach puberty? 

Answer: Between the age of 12 and 15 (according to the Islamic 
calendar) whenever a boy ejaculates (whether through sexual 
intercourse or masturbation etc.) or experiences nocturnal emission 
or makes a woman pregnant he wih have instantly reached puberty 
and it wih become Fard for him to perform Ghusl. If any of these do 
not happen, then he wih reach puberty as soon as he reaches the age 
of 15 according to the Islamic calendar. 

(Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 9, pp. 259 - summarized) 

When does a girl reach puberty? 

Question: When does a girl reach puberty? 

1 Radaat implies relationship formed on the basis of breastfeeding a baby under certain 
conditions. See its details in Bahar-e-Shari’at. 
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Answer: Between the age of 9 and 15 according to the Islamic 
calendar, when she experiences nocturnal emission, or her menses 
start or she becomes pregnant, then she has reached puberty. If none 
of the above takes place, then as soon as she reaches the age of 15 
according to the Islamic calendar, she has reached puberty, (ibid) 

From what age should girls observe veil with boys? 

Question: From what aged-boys should girls observe veil? 

Answer: The 31 st verse of Surah An-Nur (part 18) states: 

o jys- \_5j4iaj j»J 1 ^-5^ 

Or such children who do not know of women’s matters of shyness 1 . 
[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 18, Surah An-Nur, verse 31) 

In the commentary of this holy verse, the famous Quranic 
commentator, Hakim-ul-Ummat, Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan 
wrote: (It is not necessary for a girl to observe veil with) small boys 
who are not yet close to puberty. So a girl should observe veil with a 
boy close to puberty (Murahiq). (Nur-ul-’lrfan, pp. 564) 

Honourable jurists && aiii ^ 43 ^ stated: The youngest age of a girl 
close to puberty (Mushtahat) is 9 and that of a boy close to puberty 
(Murahiq) is 12. (Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 4, pp.118) 

My master A’la Hadrat said; a girl under 9 does not have 

to observe veil, when she reaches 15 it is Wajib for her to observe veil 
with all non-Mahram men. If, between the age of 9 and 15, there are 
indications of puberty then (in this case too), it is Wajib for her to 


1 i.e. private parts of the body etc. 
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observe veil. If there are no indications, then it is Mustahab for her 
to observe veil with these men. After the age of twelve, in particular, 
extra stress should be laid (on the observance of veil) because this 
age is close to puberty and to the full development of lust. 

(Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 23, pp. 639) 


Veil in front of non-Muslim women 

Question: Do Islamic sisters have to observe veil with non-Muslim 
women too? 

Answer: Yes! Islamic sisters have to observe veil with non-Muslim 
women just as they have to do with non-Mahram men. The detail 
about this issue is that Islamic sisters must observe veil with non- 
Muslim women the same as with non-Mahram men. That is, the 
fundamental ruling of Islamic jurisprudence is that it is necessary 
for an Islamic sister to hide her entire body from non-Mahram men, 
except her visible beauty i.e. her face, palms, and feet below the ankles. 
However, according to ‘the latter scholars’ these three parts of her 
body should also be concealed from non-Mahram men. 

The rulings about a woman observing veil with non-Mahram men 
have been explained in part 18, Surah An-Nur, verse 31. The same 
blessed verse states the ruling about a Muslim woman observing 
veil with a non-Muslim woman. As the entire body of a Muslim 
woman - except ‘'4-? what is apparent itself - is to be concealed 
from a non-Mahram man, similarly, it is also to be concealed from 
a non-Muslim woman. This is clarified by the Holy Quran at the 
place of exception in words (the woman of their own religion). 

Allah stated: 
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62^4 y i bfe-ll* 6 ^s i b? c^ i 

e*d4^J 'b^yJr <4 <S?j-^ 6b#P j 4-^;^ A oi^j 

s-Uj^ j\ bfiS-$ $ bf^^ $ bji^ ^ 6$rPi*4? b&^>j 

^ ^ bff~i j' af5^ c£5 j' b&y^ i& ^ b&b^- 3 bf^yv 
e*4\ gi£i\ /\ of ^ 4 j' 44 oU-*N ^ ctfk$ 
of c4^s A4J 6f4-3^ btjyk y i 9 a>* 4* 'j-$kl 4 

C|P 6i4^ % by -*<4 ell ^i 3 i of^j 

My master A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, scholar of Sharl’ah, 
guide of Tariqah, Ash-Shah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan translates this 
verse in his famous translation Kanz-ul-Iman : 

And command the Muslim women to keep their gaze low and to protect 
their chastity, and not to reveal their adornment except what is itself 
apparent, and to keep putting their head coverings over their bosoms; 
and not to reveal their adornment except to their husbands or fathers 
or husband’s fathers, or their sons or their husband’s sons, or their 
brothers or their brother’s sons or sister’s sons, or women of their 
religion, or the bondwomen they possess, or male servants; provided 
they are not men of sexual desire, or such children who do not know 
of women’s matters of shyness, and they must not stamp their feet on 
the ground in order that their hidden adornment be known; and 
O Muslims, all of you turn in repentance together towards Allah, in 
the hope of attaining success. 

(Part 18, Surah An-Nur, verse 31) 
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In Khazain-ul-'Irfan, Sadr-ul-Afadil, Sayyiduna Maulana Muhammad 
Na’Imuddln MuradabadI usW explains the words 

(or the women of their religion ): In a written message, Amlr-ul- 
Mu'minin Sayyiduna ‘Umar Faruq-e-A’zam Jis t&\ instructed 
Sayyiduna Abu ‘Ubaydah Bin Jarah 1A1 to prohibit non- 
Muslim women from bathing in public baths at the same time as 
Muslim women did. This proves that it is not permissible for a 
Muslim woman to expose her body in front of a non-Muslim woman. 

ATa Hadrat’s Fatwa 

My master A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, scholar of Sharl’ah, 
guide of Tariqah, Ash-Shah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan 
says: The Islamic ruling is that it is as Wajib for women to observe 
veil with non-Muslim women as with non-Mahram men. This means 
that it is not permissible for a Muslim woman to reveal any part of 
her hair, arms, wrists, or any part from her neck to below her ankles 
to a non-Muslim woman. (Fatdwd Ramwiyyah, vol. 23, pp. 692) 

Veil with a female sinner 

Question: Must an Islamic sister observe veil with a female sinner 
(Fajirah)? 

Answer: No. A Fasiqah is any woman who commits a major sin or 
repeatedly commits any minor sin, e.g. any woman who does not 
offer Salah, hurts her parents, backbites, or tells tales. Any woman 
who commits fornication, or any other indecent act is a Fajirah as 
well as a Fasiqah. Observing veil with a Fasiqah is not necessary 
but it is cautiously ordered to observe veil with a Fajirah, avoiding 
her company is extremely important as it could have detrimental 
consequences. 
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The following is a verdict by my master A’la Hadrat afcjits&i&v about 
meeting a Fajirah: It is true that this verdict (about observing veil 
with her) is a precautionary verdict; but this precaution is necessary. 
As soon as you sense even the slightest evil influence, then completely 
disconnect yourself from her; consider her company to be fire. It is 
a fact that humans do not realise when they are being negatively 
influenced by evil company, and after being influenced, it becomes 
very difficult to consider precautions. Therefore, it is safer to totally 
avoid the company (of a Fajirah). Only Allah grants 

ability to do this. (Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 22, pp. 204 - summarized) 

Maulana Jalaluddin RumI jus Ji\ stated the following in his 
Masnawl: 

Jo jlo jl jjJo Aj jb Jo jb jjjJi j^J 
Joj jUjI j Aj jIj Joj Aj jLo 

(Try your extreme best to avoid a bad companion, because a bad 
companion is more dangerous and harmful than a dangerous snake. 
An evil snake will only harm your body, but an evil companion will 
destroy both your body and faith.) 

(Guldasta-e-MasnawT, pp. 94) 


The purpose of my life 

Islamic sisters! Bad company leads only to destruction; good 
company and admiration as well as spiritual relations with good 
people lead to all types of protection. What can I say about the 
benefits of Dawat-e-Island's Madam environment! Many Islamic 
sisters who once wandered towards the damnation of their afterlife 
are now travellers of the road to Paradise. Here is such a Madam 
report; this is a paraphrased statement by an Islamic sister from 
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Bab-ul-Madlnah (Karachi): I was spending my days enjoying worldly 
glamour and was forgetful of Judgement Day. One day, making an 
individual effort, an Islamic sister of Dawat-e-Islami’s fragrant 
Madam environment invited me to attend the Sunnah-inspiring 
Islamic sisters’ Ijtima’ that used to be held in the basement of the 
global Madani Markaz Faizan-e-Madinah. 

As a result of her kindness, I was blessed with the privilege of 
attending that Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima’. At the Ijtima’, I heard a 
speech about practicing ‘Madani In’amat’ with full concentration. 
The speech was heart-warming, and softened my heart; fear of 
Allah Js-sS^ made my entire body tremble. After the speech, I was 
firmly determined that J-iiiLioi I would live the rest of my life 
according to the Madani In’amat. Then due to the blessing of 
Madani In’amat, I also began to wear a Madani Burqa’. Now I am 
determined to spend my life with this Madani aim: ‘I must strive 
to reform myself and people of the entire world, aLsvXJh &]’. In 
order to reform myself, I will act upon the Madani In’amat and in 
order to reform the people of the entire world, I will make the 
Mahram men of my household travel with Madani Qafilah. 

Day jaibah Madam In ’amat kd Tu 
Karam bahr-e-Shah-e-karb-o-bala ho 
Karam ho Dawat-e-Islami per yeh 
Shank is mayn her aik choia bard ho 

Grant me the enthusiasm to practice the ‘Madani In’amat’ 

Have mercy on me for the sake of the one martyred at Karbala 
Bless Dawat-e-Islami with the grace so that 
Every young and old person join it 

(Jp itll Joi (jp 
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883 Islamic Ijtima’at 

Islamic sisters! You just read a Madani example of the days when 
the Islamic sisters’ weekly Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima’ used to take 
place in Dawat-e-Islami’s global Madani Markaz! Now our Madani 
Markaz has divided this one weekly Sunday Ijtima’ that used to be 
held at 2:30 p.m., into 37 separate Ijtima’at in various locations 
till date. As the number of the Holy Prophet’s devotees increase, 
the number of Ijtima’at will also increase. As well as 
this, by Allah’s grace, every Wednesday afternoon in Bab-ul-Madlnah 
Karachi alone, 883 weekly Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima’at are held till 
date. (Please note that these Ijtima at are no longer held.) 

Madani In’amat for different groups of people 
In these chaotic times, we have an easy method for doing good 
deeds and avoiding sins, which is ‘Madani In’amat’. These are a 
combination of Sharl’ah and Tariqah in question answer form. 
There are 72 Madani In’amat for Islamic brothers, 63 for Islamic 
sisters, 92 for male Islamic students, 83 for female Islamic students, 
40 for Madani boys and girls, and 27 for Islamic brothers with 
special needs (deaf and mute). Countless Islamic brothers, Islamic 
sisters and students practice the Madani In’amat and perform ‘Fikr-e- 
Madlnah’, i.e. assess their actions, every day before going to sleep, 
and fill in the boxes in their pocket-sized Madani In’amat booklets. 
After practising these Madani In’amat sincerely, by Allah’s grace, 
most of the obstructions in the path of doing good deeds and avoiding 
sins disappear, and through the blessings of this, by Allah’s grace, 
we become determined to practice the Sunnah, hate sins, and feel 
deep concern for the protection of our faith. 

Everyone should, in order to become practicing Muslims, buy a 
Madani In’amat booklet from any Maktaba-tul-Madlnah branch 
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and punctually do Fikr-e-Madlnah (personal assessment) every day 
whilst filling in the boxes inside the booklet and then hand in these 
booklets to their local Madani In’amat supervisors within the first 
ten days of every Madani [i.e. lunar] month. 

(Jp (Jp 


Amazingly good news for those acting upon Madani In’amat 
The following Madani example illustrates how fortunate those Islamic 
brothers and sisters are who fill in their Madani In’amat booklets. 
This is a sworn statement by an Islamic brother of Hyderabad 
(Bab-ul-Islam, Sindh): In Rajab-ul-Murajjab 1426 AH I was blessed 
with the amazing vision of the Prophet of mankind, the Peace of 
our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind j* 

in a dream. His blessed lips moved as flowers of mercy emerged 
from them, the sacred words uttered were, ‘Allah js-sS^ will 
forgive anyone who punctually does Fikr-e-Madlnah about Madani 
In’amat this month.’ 

Madani In ’amat kl bhi marhaba kya bat hay 
Qurb-e-Haq kay talibaun kay wasitay sawghat hay 

How amazing ‘MadaniIn’amdt’ are 
A gift for the seekers of Allah’s closeness 

(Jp (_] \ju 4lll (jp IjJLvS 


Does an Islamic sister have to observe veil with her teacher? 
Question: Do Islamic sisters have to observe veil with non-Mahram 
teachers? 
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Answer: Yes. For example, if a girl used to be taught the Holy Quran 
in her childhood by a non-Mahram man and she has now reached 
puberty, then it is Fard for her to observe veil with him. A’la Hadrat, 
Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, scholar of Shari’ah, guide of Tariqah, Ash- 
Shah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan stated: As far as observing 

veil is concerned, there is no difference between a teacher, non¬ 
teacher, scholar, non-scholar, Murshid. 

(Fatawa Ramwiyyah, vol. 23, pp. 639) 

Veil between a Pir (spiritual guide) and his female disciple 
Question: Does a female disciple have to observe veil with her 
spiritual guide? 

Answer: Yes. A woman must observe veil with her non-Mahram 
spiritual guide. My master A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, 
scholar of Shari’ah, guide of Tariqah, Ash-Shah Imam Ahmad Raza 
Khan stated: In terms of observing veil, the verdict for a 

non-Mahram Shaykh [spiritual guide] is the same as for any other 
non-Mahram man. (Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 22, pp. 205) 

A woman cannot kiss the hand of a non-Mahram 
spiritual guide 

Question: Can an Islamic sister kiss the hand of her spiritual guide? 

Answer: It is Haram for an Islamic sister to kiss the hand of her 
non-Mahram spiritual guide. If the spiritual guide does not prohibit 
this, then he is a sinner too. Here is an example of how our Greatest 
and Holiest Prophet JUs-abs*fc Jtaatii used to make women perform 

Bay’at: Mother of all believers Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddiqah 
said, ‘The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah, 

58 


www.dawateislami.net 


Questions and Answers about Islamic Veil 

the Owner of Jannah JUs^hssfcJtsSaid J* made women perform Bay’at; 
he would say to them, ‘Go! I have accepted your 

Bay’at.’ I swear by Allah The sacred hand of the Holy Prophet 
J* never touched the hand of a woman whilst conducting 
Bay’at.’ (Sunan Ibn Mcijah, vol. 3, pp. 398, Hadis 2875) 

Sayyidatuna Umaymah Bint-e-Ruqayqah tezjus&iu&’a- says: I went to 
the Beloved and Blessed Prophet JUs-dbsjisjfaSsiii J* with a few women 
to perform Bay’at. He UsSfibi said, MIll I ^ yf I do not 

shake hands with women. (Sunan Ibn Majah, vol. 3, pp. 398, Hadis 2874) 


The punishment for shaking hands with women 
There is severe punishment for a spiritual guide to just shake hands 
with his female disciples let alone allowing them to kiss his hands. 
Faqih Abul Lays Samarqandi jisSjAiia^ reports: A man who shakes 
the hand of a non-Mahram woman in this world will come on 
Judgement Day with his hands tied to his neck with chains of fire. 

(Qurra-tul-‘Uyiin ma’ Raud-ul-Faiq, pp. 389) 


Can women exit their homes to learn the Quran? 

Question: It is necessary to recite the Holy Quran properly, so can 
an Islamic sister exit her house for this purpose? 

Answer: It is better for her to learn from a Mahram male family 
member; otherwise, in case of necessity, she can exit her house to 
learn from an Islamic sister, but only if she fulfils the requirements 
of veil. 
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Fruit of perseverance 

a!; Dawat-e-Islami’s Madani environment, especially 
Madani Qafilahs, provide opportunities to learn Islamic knowledge 
and Sunnahs. Joining Dawat-e-Islami’s Madani environment creates 
astonishing transformations which amaze others. Here is a blessed 
Madani example of Dawat-e-Islami’s Madani environment; this is a 
summarised statement by an Islamic sister from Bab-ul-Madlnah 
(Karachi): Before being blessed with Dawat-e-Islami’s Madani 
environment, I was extremely talkative, I loved joking around, and 
ridiculing people was my favourite hobby. I was not at all punctual 
in my daily Salah. On Mondays, a few Islamic sisters used to come 
to my home to preach about good deeds but I and my two sisters 
would not pay much attention. In fact, sometimes we would hide in 
the kitchen to avoid them. If my mother realised she would explain 
to us that the poor Islamic sisters had made the effort to walk to our 
house and that we should at least have the courtesy to listen, and be 
considerate because they were humans just like us. The perseverance 
of those Islamic sisters was praiseworthy. Despite our insensitive 
behaviour, they continued their Madani endeavours without losing 
hope. 

Finally, one day they succeeded in convincing my elder 
sister to enrol in a Dawat-e-Islami Madrasa-tul-Madlnah teaching 
course. During this course, my elder sister’s mind became more and 
more Madani as the days went on. Watching her gradual transformation 
made my other sister and me interested as well, and one day we also 
decided to join the teaching course. By Allah’s grace, as time went 
by, all three sisters became Madani sisters, began to wear a Madani 
Burqa’, and whilst progressing in Dawat-e-Islami’s Madani work, 
today, I am responsible for ‘Alaqai Mushawarat and trying to spread 
the message of goodness amongst Islamic sisters. 
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Tumhayn lutfa jaye ga zindagi ka 
Qarib a kay daykho zara Madam Mahaul 
You will begin to enjoy life 

Just come close and observe the Madani environment 

(Jp (Jlij dill Joi (jp 


Spiritual reward of a year’s worship for every word 
Islamic sisters! This Madani example holds a lesson for those 
Islamic sisters and brothers who make comments such as: ‘No one 
listens to us! I’ve been making individual effort on him/her for ages, 
but nothing happened!’ I would politely like to remind them that 
‘our job is to preach, convincing is not our responsibility.’ If we 
continue our personal preaching efforts without losing spirit, then 
one day, we will witness the positive consequences of 
our endeavours, and even if we do not, then at least, 

we will earn spiritual reward for preaching goodness. 

Sayyiduna Musa Kallmullah visjis Sjliii -un. :■ ,> humbly asked 

Allah jfesjk, ‘O Allah What is the reward for anyone who calls 
his brother towards good and prohibits him from evil?’ Allah 
answered, ‘I grant him the reward of one year’s worship for each 
and every word he speaks and I feel shyness to punish him in Hell.’ 

(Mukashafa-tul-Qulub, pp. 48) 

Woman learning from her spiritual guide 

Question: Can an Islamic sister acquire knowledge from her 

spiritual guide? 

Answer: With some conditions. My master A’la Hadrat, Imam-e- 
Ahl-e-Sunnat, scholar of Shari’ah, guide of Tariqah, Ash-Shah Imam 
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Ahmad Raza Khan isfv «u. said: If she wears thick and loose 
clothing, not a thin (garment) that reveals the colour of her body or 
hair, or tight (clothes) that reveal the shapes of her body; and she is 
not alone with him; and the spiritual guide is not young (he is so 
old that there is no chance of the spiritual guide and the female 
disciple being sexually aroused); in short, if there is no unlawful 
behaviour at the present time or risk of it in the future, then there is 
no harm in visiting him or inviting him in order to learn religious 
knowledge (and) matters of the Divine path. 

(Fatawa Ramwiyyah, vol. 22, pp. 240) 

Can a woman speak to her spiritual guide? 

Question: Can an Islamic sister talk to her non-Mahram spiritual 
guide or other men? 

Answer: Only if necessary. My master A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e- 
Sunnat, scholar of Sharl’ah, guide of Tariqah, Ash-Shah Imam Ahmad 
Raza Khan explains the various aspects of this issue: She 

can talk to all her Maharim men; and if necessary, in the absence of 
any risk of an unlawful and indecent act, and if both are not alone and 
she wears a veil, then (she can talk to) some of non-Mahram men as 
well. (Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 22, pp. 243) 

One should avoid speaking to one’s spiritual guide without his 
permission and should not compel him to speak either because he 
might feel it more appropriate to abstain from speaking. 

A female disciple speaking to her spiritual guide 
on the phone 

Question: Can an Islamic sister request her spiritual guide via phone 
to pray for solutions to her personal problems? 
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Answer: Yes, she can. However, she should speak to her non-Mahram 
spiritual guide (or any other non-Mahram male in case of necessity) 
in a dull and non-soft tone, her manner of speech should not be 
informal. (Taken from Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 2, pp. 97) 

Fulfilling these requirements is very difficult, therefore, it is better if 
she conveys her problems to her spiritual guide via a Mahram male. 
A female disciple is not even allowed to speak to her non-Mahram 
spiritual guide unnecessarily. For example, they cannot even talk only 
to say Salam and enquire about each other’s health etc. because this 
is not necessary. 

How a woman should answer the phone 

Question: Can an Islamic sister answer a phone call made by a non- 
Mahram man? 

Answer: Yes, but with the same precautions. In other words, she 
must not speak softly. Instead of repeating ‘ hello’ again and again 
softly she should ask ‘ who is it? in a blunt voice. 

This is actually quite a delicate situation because it is possible that 
the male on the receiving end of the phone wants to speak to a man 
of the house and leaves his name and message and wants you to tell 
him an appropriate time to phone back. Also, Allah forbid, he 
could get offended by a bashful and practising Islamic sister’s blunt 
tone, and if he is ill-mannered due to being ignorant of Islamic 
rulings, he might react rudely. Some Islamic brothers have explained 
their experiences of speaking to non-Mahram women on the phone 
in a blunt and non-soft voice and hearing such responses from them, 
‘Maulana! Why are you getting angry!’ 

Anyhow, it is safest to use an ‘answering machine’ with this message 
recorded in a male voice, ‘Please record your message’. Later, the 
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men of your house can listen to any messages left by other men at 
their own convenience. The following is verse 32 of Surah Al-Ahzab 
(part 22) regarding the Ummahat-ul-Mu'minln speaking to non- 
Mahram men: 

(j\, j-LlkJ \ (jyf ^^*44 

© y jS 3 I 5 j Je'jS* 4_Ji 5 

O the wives of the Prophet! You are not like any other women. If you 
really fear Allah, do not speak softly lest the one in whose heart is a 
disease should feel tempted, and speak good words. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 22, Surah Al-Ahzab, verse 32) 

The unfortunate worshipper and young girl 

Question: Do women and saints have to be cautious of each other? 

Answer: Both should be cautious of each other. No one should 
rely on his or her Nafs. On page 454 of the 561 page 1 Malfuzat-e- 
A’la Hadrat ’ published by Dawat-e-Islami’s publication department 
Maktaba-tul-Madinah, my master A’la Hadrat Jis5 £ 3 ^ stated: 
Whoever relies on his Nafs has relied on a very big liar. (Al-Malfuz) 

The following is a thought-provoking story highlighting the devil’s 
tricks for trapping and ruining humans: In the Ban! Israil, once there 
was an extremely pious man. One day 3 local brothers approached 
him and informed him of their intention to embark on a journey 
and that they wished for him to take care of their younger sister till 
their return. The worshipper apologised because he was scared that 
this would lead to sin, but the brothers insisted, so eventually he 
agreed. However, he advised them to make her reside in a nearby 
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house instead of his home. So this is what happened. The worshipper 
would leave some food outside his doorstep and she would take 
it and eat. A few days later, the devil instilled sympathy into the 
worshipper’s heart and made him think, ‘She is a young girl and has 
to come outside for her food, what if an indecent man acts 
mischievously with her! I think it is best if I leave the food outside 
her house rather than my own, I will receive a lot of reward for this 
deed.’ So he began to leave the food outside her door instead of his 
own. A few days later, the devil aroused sympathy in the worshipper 
again, ‘The poor girl sits there all alone quietly, what harm is there 
in giving her a bit of company with the intention of reducing her 
loneliness! This is a good deed, you are a pious man, you can 
control your Nafs, your intention is good, she is like your sister.’ So 
he began to engage in conversation with her. 

The young girl’s soft voice began to arouse excitement inside the 
worshipper’s heart. The devil incited him even more, until eventually 
they committed the sin of fornication. The girl even bore a child. 
Then devil began to frighten the worshipper, ‘If her brothers find 
out about the child you will be disgraced; if you want to save 
yourself from being humiliated, then kill the baby and bury it.’ The 
devil successfully convinced the worshipper. Then immediately the 
devil made him contemplate, ‘What if the girl tells her brothers? It 
is safer if you kill them both.’ The worshipper brutally murdered 
both the girl and the baby and dumped them in a pit in that same 
house. When the three brothers returned from their journey, the 
worshipper pretended to sympathise with them, ‘Your sister has died; 
come and pray Fatihah at her grave.’ He lied to them and showed 
them a grave in the cemetery telling them that it was their deceased 
sister’s grave. The grieving brothers prayed Fatihah and left the 
cemetery. At night, the devil appeared in dreams of each of the 
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brothers as a traveller and informed them about the worshipper’s ill 
deeds, he even pointed out where the bodies were buried. When all 
three brothers awoke, they shared their dreams with each other. 

They came to the place that was identified to them in their dreams 
and when they dug it up, they discovered the murdered bodies of 
their sister and her baby. The three brothers seized the worshipper. 
He confessed to his sins. The brothers lodged a complaint in the 
court of the king. The worshipper was dragged out of his worship- 
place and sentenced to be hanged. When he was brought to the 
gallows, the devil appeared and said, ‘Recognise me! I am the devil 
who made you misbehave with that woman and led you to this final 
stage of humiliation, but do not worry I can save you, just do as 
I say.’ The worshipper was prepared to do anything to save his life. 
‘I will do anything you say’, he said. The devil instructed, ‘Deny 
Allah and become an unbeliever.’ The unfortunate worshipper 

replied, ‘I deny Allah (Ju-W) and become an unbeliever.’ The devil 
instantly disappeared and the unfortunate worshipper was executed 
at the gallows. (Summarisedfrom: Tilbis-e-IblTs, pp. 38-40) 

Lust led him unbelief 

Did you see? The most dangerous and worst weapon of the devil for 
destroying men is ‘women’. The ill-fortuned worshipper was first 
prepared to look after the young girl and then fell for the devil’s 
trap and began to place her food to her doorstep. In other words, 
the worshipper only gave the cunning devil one finger but the devil 
grabbed his whole hand. Eventually, he made the worshipper deny 
Allah and die a humiliating death by being executed at the 
gallows. Following his lust led him to unbelief. 

Sayyiduna Abu Darda m very rightly said, ‘Satisfying lust 

for a single moment leads to long grief.’ Undoubtedly, observing 
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veil with strangers and non-Mahram relatives leads to the prosperity 
of both worlds. Informal relationships between men and women 
could lead to extremely dangerous consequences. The story of this 
ill-fortuned worshipper also teaches us that indecent behaviour 
with women sometimes leads to murder and disgrace. There will 
constantly remain a strong possibility of both individuals suffering 
painfully and ruining their faiths. 

Ker lay taubah Rab ki rahmat hay ban 
Qabr mayn wamah saza hogi kari 

Repent! Allah’s mercy is immense 
Otherwise, the torment of the grave will be intense 

What if a scholar’s daughter does not observe veil? 

Question: These days even daughters of some scholars do not observe 
veil properly! 

Answer: Even if you see a scholar’s or spiritual guide’s daughter not 
wearing a veil, then for the sake of Allah Jm 5£, do not use this as 
proof to destroy your afterlife, and do not indulge in any Bud- 
Gumanl [i.e. ill opinion] about the scholar or qualified spiritual 
guide either. We are living in very testing times. These days, very 
few children are obedient. A scholar or spiritual guide can only 
discipline his children within the boundaries of Shari’ah. In some 
cases, they can punish them as well, but they cannot kill them! It is 
possible that the scholar or spiritual guide might have fulfilled his 
legal obligation of counselling his daughters. 

The agonising consequence of a scholar 

Question: These days if a scholar or spiritual guide’s family does 

not act according to Sharl’ah, then community members insult him 
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with comments such as: ‘These people preach to the community hut 
not to their own families’. 

Answer: People who unnecessarily suspect and oppose scholars and 
Mashaikh are unfortunate. You must remember that preaching 
and advising is, of course, the duty of scholars, but guiding people, 
changing their hearts and reforming wicked humans is under the 
omnipotence of Allah Js-sS^. If any scholar or spiritual guide, in fact 
any Muslim, does not make all necessary attempts to reform his 
children, then he is definitely making a mistake but we do not have 
the right to offend him unless Sharl’ah permits. Scholars and 
non-scholars alike must fear Allah’s wrath. The following is an 
admonitory story. 

Sayyiduna Malik Bin Dinar said: It is reported that in 

Ban! Israil, there was a scholar who used to gather people and preach 
to them in his home. One day, the scholar’s young son gestured to a 
beautiful girl. His father saw him and said, ‘Son! Be patient!’ As soon 
as the scholar said this he fell flat on his face and suffered a severe 
injury to his head. Allah Js-sik instructed the Prophet (vSLsji sAQ of 
that era to go and inform that scholar: I will never let a Siddlq (saint 
of the highest rank) be born amongst your progeny; was it enough 
frustration for My sake just to say; ‘Son be patient’. (In other words, 
why did he not take a hardline on his son and why did he not 
prevent him properly to avoid this sin?) 

(Hilya-tul-Awliya, vol. 2, pp. 422, Hadis 2823 - summarized) 

Should women perform ‘Umrah or not? 

Question: In Ramadan-ul-Mubarak, can a woman perform ‘Umrah 
with her husband or any reliable Mahram? 

Answer: Yes, she can. However, ‘Umrah is not Fard or Wajib, 
therefore, it is not a sin if a woman does not perform it. It is worth- 
68 


www.dawateislami.net 


Questions and Answers about Islamic Veil 


thinking about the fact that these days it is almost impossible for 
women to avoid unveiling and mixing with men during ‘Umrah, 
especially in Ramadan-ul-Mubarak. For this reason, I suggest that 
women should avoid performing ‘Umrah or Nafl Hajj. However, if 
an Islamic sister is well aware of the proper method of veiling and 
can fulfil its requirements and avoid mixing with men, and she can 
book a separate flat or room for her, then there is nothing wrong 
with such a woman performing ‘Umrah or Nafl Hajj. 

Unfortunately! Most of the time these days non-Mahram men and 
women reside together in the same room of rented apartments in 
Haramayn Tayyibayn [i.e. Makkah and Madinah]. The same happens 
in Mina and ‘Arafat tents. Modest Islamic brothers and sisters who 
have Madam mindset of observing Shar’I veil face a severe test in 
these situations. If an Islamic sister intends to perform ‘Umrah or a 
Nafl Hajj simply for the pleasure of Allah Js-sSs then she can give the 
money that she would have spent on this virtuous deed to a desperate 
individual, severely ill patient, unemployed person, or debtor, or 
severely needy person instead, with the intention of acquiring spiritual 
reward, and thereby accumulate a priceless treasure of spiritual 
reward for herself and also earn the prayers of a grief-stricken heart. 

Pa-ay ‘NaykTkTda’wat’ Tu jahan rakhay mager ay kash! 

Mayn khuwabaun mayn pohanchta hi rahiin aksar MadTnay mayn 

For the sake of ‘preachinggood’ send me wherever You want but I wish 
I visit Madinah regularly in my dreams 

Mother of believers never stepped outside her home 
Question: Can you give an example of any famous pious woman 
who did not perform Nafl Hajj? Is there any example of female pious 
saint who did not come out to perform Nafl Hajj? 
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Answer: Yes, there is an example of a pious lady who did not 
perform Nafl Hajj despite the fact that conditions were a lot safer in 
that era compared to ours. Umm-ul-Mu'minin Sayyidatuna 
Sawdah cjit jus able**? had already performed her Fard Hajj. When 
she tsitjusiJbio*? was asked about a Nafl Hajj and ‘Umrah, she 
replied, ‘I have performed the Fard Hajj; my Lord iW 
has commanded me to remain in my home; I swear by Allah Js-sSs 
now only my corpse shall leave this house.’ The reporter said, ‘I swear 
by Allah After that till her last breath, she c#u. jus allied never 
stepped outside her home.’ (TafsTr Ad-Dur-rul-Mansur, vol. 6, pp. 599) 

May Allah Jfedt have mercy on her and forgive us without 
accountability for her sake! 

If that is the caution of Umm-ul-Mu'minin au. jusabi a*? regarding 
veil in that sacred era, then every bashful veiling Islamic sister can 
understand what kind of precautious life she should live in today’s 
unfavourable circumstances in which the whole concept of veiling 
is dying out, men and women do not despise casual socialisation 
and unlawfully looking at each other, j«>4l)isU5. 

Reason for women being forbidden to enter a Masjid 
Question: Why have women been prohibited to offer congregational 
Salah in a Masjid? 

Answer: The sanctity of the veil is a strong issue in Islamic law. 
During the apparent lifetime of the Beloved and Blessed Prophet 
JUs-jfesfcJ usiAiJ* women attended the Masjid for congregational Salah, 
but the later honourable scholars juuaiiij^ prohibited this due to 
changes in circumstances. This was prohibited despite the fact that 
women used to stand in the last row of the Masjid. The respected 
jurists jusibi^i? stated: If men, children, eunuchs and women are 
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present in a congregation (for Salah) then the rows will be arranged 
like this; the male row first, then the children’s row, then the eunuchs’ 
row and then the women’s row.’ 

(Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 2, pp. 377; Bahar-e-Shari’at part 3, pp. 133) 

Even whilst veiled, Islamic sisters should refrain from attending the 
public gatherings where men and women mix together. Regarding 
this, my master A’la Hadrat stated: What better public 

gathering is there than in a Masjid and what better Satr [i.e. veil] is 
there (than in the Masjid during Salah) where men have their backs 
facing women (in Salah), they (i.e. men) cannot face them and are 
also commanded to refrain from standing up after the Salam until 
the women have left (the Masjid). However, in the beginning, 
scholars initially stated some precautionary conditions but when 
irreligiousness spread (and the sins of unveiling became widespread) 
they totally prohibited it (i.e. the presence of women in Masajid). 
(Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 22, pp. 229) 

My master A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, Maulana Shah Imam 
Ahmad Raza Khan stated on another occasion: Mother 

of believers Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddlqah tps. jus ablest said in her 
times: If the Holy Prophet j* had seen the things that 

women do today then he J* would surely have prohibited 

them from attending the Masjid, just like the women of Bam Israll 
were prohibited. Gradually, scholars began to prohibit the attendance 
of women in Masajid from the second generation of Muslims (Tabi’In). 
Initially, they prohibited young women and later they prohibited 
the elderly women as well. Initially, they were only prohibited in the 
daytime but later they were prohibited even in the night; eventually, 
there was a total prohibition for all women at all times. 

Were the women of that generation indecent, singers, dancers and 
shameless? And are women today pious? Or was the number of 
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shameless women higher (than pious women) in those days; and is 
the number of pious women higher (than sinners) today? Or were 
there no spiritual blessings in those generations but there are now, or 
were there lesser blessings back then but a lot more now? Definitely 
not. In fact, the truth is the total opposite of this. Today, if there is 
one pious woman, then in those days, there were a thousand, if there 
was one sinner in that generation, then today, there are a thousand, 
today, if there is only one part of blessings, then in those days there 
were a thousand parts. 

The Noble Prophet j* said: ‘il? jT ijJu Y fit qfc Y 

Every following year will be worse than the previous one. 

In fact, Imam Akmaluddin BabartI stated in his book ‘ Inayah : 
Amlr-ul-Mu'minln Sayyiduna Faruq-e-A’zam a&J&iiA&v prohibited 
women from entering the Masjid, so they complained to Umm-ul- 
Mu'minln Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddlqah t&u aiii but she 
tjis. jus aiii &&<!■ supported his opinion and replied, ‘If these were the 
(turbulent) circumstances in the Beloved Prophet’s time then he 
JUs*dbs«kiitsSiAi J*- would not also permit women to attend the Masjid.’ 
(Fatawa Razawiyya.fi referenced, vol. 9, pp. 549) 

Women who wish to offer congregational Salah in a Masjid or wish 
to perform ‘Umrah and Nafl Hajj should think carefully about the 
foregoing Fatwa by my master A’la Hadrat Due to changes 

in social conditions, women were forbidden to enter such a safe place 
as a Masjid to perform such a great religious deed as the Fard Salah 
with non-Mahram men despite wearing the full veil. This verdict is 
centuries old; these days, things are worsening day by day. The 
entire concept of the Shar’i veil is becoming extinct. In fact, I would 
exaggeratedly say that in these extremely delicate times even if a 
woman is concealed behind 1000 veils, this is still not enough. 
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Grave opened after 15 days 

Islamic sisters! It is my Madam suggestion that you always remain 
affiliated with Dawat-e-Islami’s Madam environment. 
you will prosper in both worlds. What can I say about the spiritual 
benefits of Dawat-e-Islami’s Madam environment! No doubt, good 
company produces its effect. Life aside, sometimes death can be 
worth envying. The following is an example of such death, please 
read and envy. 

This is a summary of a statement by an Islamic brother from 
‘Attarabad (Jacobabad, Bab-ul-Islam, Sindh). My mother entered 
the Qadiriyyah, Razawiyyah, ‘Attariyyah spiritual order and became 
an ‘Attariyyah in about 2004. Due to the blessings of 

Dawat-e-Islami’s Madam environment, she became punctual in her 
five daily obligatory Salahs as well as made a routine of offering 
Nafl Salahs regularly. On the morning of 17 Safar-ul-Muzaffar 1430 
AH (February 13,2009), my beloved mother woke me up for Salat-ul- 
Fajr and began to offer her own Salat-ul-Fajr. When I returned 
after finishing my Salah, I noticed that my mother was still on her 
prayer-mat. A short while later, she repeated her Wudu and began 
to offer Salat-ul-Ishraq. When she prostrated in the first Rak’at, she 
did not raise her head. We thought that maybe our mother had 
fallen asleep whilst offering Salah, but when we shook her to wake 
her up, she dropped to one side. We got scared and saw that her 
soul had departed from her body, j ^4 % 

I feel that my mother benefited from her connection with the king 
of Baghdad Ghaus-e-A’zam -TSi $is\ and Dawat-e-Islami’s 

Madam environment. She was very fortunate to have passed away 
whilst prostrating to Allah Js-sS^. She was showered with more 
blessings. After her death her face was radiant. Approximately 15 days 
after her death, on Saturday, 2 Rabl’-un-Nur 1430 AH (February 28, 
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2009), a stone slab fixed inside her grave fell down, filling the grave 
with soil. When we opened her grave in order to repair the damaged 
area, the fragrance of roses filled the air. We were also elated to 
witness a faith-refreshing spectacle; my mother’s body and shroud 
were safe. When we removed the soil from her grave my brother 
touched our beloved mother’s feet, her skin was soft just like any 
living human being. My beloved father said, ‘When I removed the 
shroud from her face it was even more radiant than before.’ 

The Islamic brother further stated, ‘Amazingly, the slabs that fell 
into her grave had not harmed my beloved mother’s blessed fresh 
dead body because her body had moved towards the wall of the 
grave as if she had moved in that direction herself or had been 
moved there by someone, even though we had placed her body in 
the centre of the grave.’ 

Dahan mayla nahln hota badan mayla nahln hota 
Khuda kay pak bandaun ka kafan mayla nahln hota 

Their faces and bodies are not stained 
The shrouds of Allah’s sincere friends are not stained 

(Jp (Jp 


Man is influenced by the company he keeps 
Islamic sisters! Man is influenced by the company he keeps. If a 
sesame seed is placed in the petals of a rose, it acquires the rosy colour 
and fragrance. Similarly, by the blessings of joining the Madam 
environment of Dawat-e-Islami, a global & non-political movement 
for the propagation of Quran and Sunnah, even a worthless stone 
turns into a precious sparkling diamond by the mercy of Allah 
and His Noble Prophet J* and departs from this world 
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in such a glorious way that others develop a desire to emulate and 
aspire to similar death. 

The faith-refreshing departure of the female devotee of Rasul from 
the world, the fragrance of rose emanating from her grave after it 
was necessarily opened after the burial, her safe shroud and body, 
are all favours from the unseen [Ghayb] for the truth of the Ahl-us- 
Sunnah creed. May Allah grant that fortunate Islamic sister 
prosperity on the Sirat bridge, Resurrection Day, the Deed-scales 
and grant her the Beloved Prophet’s neighbourhood in Jannat-ul- 
Firdaus, and may He accept all these prayers for the biggest of 
sinners ‘Attar. 

Ay 4i CXri^ 


Zat ap ki to rahmat-o-shafqat hay sar-basar 
Mayn gercheh hiin tumhara khatd-war Yd Rasiilalldh 

You are an epitome of mercy and compassion 
Even though Ifail to obey you, O Allah’s Prophet 

World has progressed tremendously! 

Question: Some people say, ‘The world has progressed tremendously, 
you should not emphasize the issue of the veil these days!’ 

Answer: No command of Allah and His Prophet JUJ* 
is beyond the capability of any Muslim. Allah stated in the 286 th 

verse of Surah Al-Baqarah (part 3): 

LgA.2 * IJLii ciL\ Si 

Allah does not burden anyone, but to the extent of his strength. 
[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 3, Surah Al-Baqarah, verse 286) 
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However, the full proper veil will definitely be difficult for the Nafs 
of those women who are used to unveiling. 

If husband prevents wife from appearing before 
brother-in-law... 

Question: What should a wife do if her husband forbids her from 
appearing in front of her brother-in-law, etc.? Some family members 
provoke wives against their husbands with comments like, ‘He is too 
strict, demand a divorce ’, etc. What is the ruling for such people? 

Answer: A wife must obey her husband. My master A’la Hadrat 
said: If a woman fulfils all the requirements of the veil, 
wearing thick clothes that conceal every single hair from head to toe 
excluding her face, both palms and both soles, then it is permissible 
for her to appear in front of her brothers-in-law. However, if her 
husband prohibits her from appearing in front of them and gets upset 
because of this act of her, then in this case (due to her husband’s 
command) it will still be Haram for her to appear in front of non- 
Mahram men (even when wearing a veil). If the woman does not 
obey her husband, she will face Allah’s wrath. For as long as her 
husband is displeased with her, not a single of her Salahs will be 
accepted; Allah’s angels will curse her; if she asks for a divorce, she 
will be a hypocrite (Munafiqah). Those provoking the wife into 
demanding a divorce from the husband are the beloveds of Satan. 

(Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 22, pp. 217) 

Wives that quarrel with their husbands over trivial things 
should study the following seven narrations, tremble with fear of 
Allah J*s3s seek pardon from their husbands and obey and serve 
them for the prosperity of their afterlife. 
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7 Sayings of Mustafa |p 

1. There are 3 people whose Salah is not lifted above their ears; 
the slave who has run away from his master until he returns, 
the woman that sleeps whilst her husband is displeased with 
her, the Imam who leads a community that is not pleased with 
his Imamat due to a fault in him. 1 

2. There are 3 people whose Salah does not rise a single hand-span 
above their heads; the first is the Imam already mentioned, the 
woman who sleeps whilst her husband is displeased with her, 
two (Muslim) brothers who have fallen out with each other 
(broken ties with each other without a valid Islamic reason). 2 

3. There are 3 people none of whose Salah is accepted and neither 
do any of their virtuous deeds rise to the sky; an intoxicated 
person until he becomes sober, a woman whose husband is 
displeased with her until he is pleased, a slave who has run 
away from his masters until he gives himself under their 
control having returned. 3 

4. When a husband calls his wife to his bed and she refuses (without 
a valid reason) and he spends the night displeased, then angels 
curse her till morning. 4 

The renowned commentator, Hakim-ul-Ummat Mufti Ahmad 
Yar Khan stated regarding this Hadis: ‘This Hadis 

specifically mentions wives being called in the night, because it 


1 Sunan-ut-TirmizI, vol. 1, pp. 375, Hadis 360 

2 Sunan Ibn Majah, vol. 1, pp. 516, Hadis 971 

3 Al-Mu’jam-ul-Awsat, vol. 6, pp. 408, Hadis 9231; Al-Ihsan bittartlb Sahlh Ibn Hibban, 
vol.7, pp. 370, Hadis 5331 

4 Sahlh Bukhari, vol. 2, pp. 388, Hadis 3237 
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is at night that a husband usually stays and sleeps with his wife 
rather than in the day, but even if a husband calls his wife during 
the day and she does not comply, then angels curse her till 
evening. The curse of the night ends in the morning, because 
in the morning the husband goes to work and therefore, his 
previous night’s anger vanishes or decreases.’ (Mirat, vol. 5,pp. 91) 

5. If a woman goes out of her husband’s house (without a valid 
Islamic reason) whilst he disapproves, then every angel in the 
sky curses her until she returns and everything other than jinns 
and humans that she passes by will curse her. 1 

6. The woman who asks her husband for a divorce without a valid 
Islamic reason (i.e. without a severe compulsion), then she will 
not even be allowed to smell the fragrance of Paradise. 2 

7. If a husband commands his wife to carry a rock from a yellow 
mountain to a black mountain and to carry a rock from a black 
mountain to a white mountain, then she should obey him. 3 

The renowned commentator, Haklm-ul-Ummat Mufti Ahmad 
Yar Khan *iii ku* explained this Hadis: This is an 
exaggerated blessed statement, black and white mountains are 
not situated close to each other. In fact, they are situated far 
from one another, so this Hadis means that however difficult a 
task a husband instructs his wife to do (within the boundaries 
of Islamic law) she must comply. Carrying a rock from a black 
mountain to a white mountain is extremely difficult because it 
is a journey with a heavy weight. (Mirat, vol. 5, pp.106) 


1 Al-Mu’jam-ul-Awsat, vol. 1, pp. 158, Hadis 513 

2 Sunan-ut-TirmizI, vol. 2, pp. 402, Hadis 1191 

3 Al-Musnad lil-Imam Ahmad Bin Hanbal, vol. 9, pp. 353, Hadis 24525 
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Is the right of a husband greater or the right of parents? 
Question: Can you explain the duties of a wife in detail? Does a 
woman’s husband have more right over her than her parents? 

Answer: My master A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, Maulana 
Shah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan explained the duties of a 

wife: The marital right of a husband over his wife is the greatest 
of all rights, after the rights of Allah and His Beloved Prophet 
jissatii j*, it is even greater than her parents’ right. Obeying 
his instructions in these matters and safeguarding his honour is her 
important duty. She cannot visit anyone other than her Maharim 
relatives without his permission. If she has to visit her parents 
(without permission) then she can visit them once every eight days, 
from morning to evening. She can visit her brothers, sisters, uncles, 
aunties once a year. She cannot go anywhere at night without 
permission (even her parents’ home). (With her husband’s permission, 
she can visit these people every day, even at night) The Noblest 
Prophet said: If I commanded anyone to prostrate 

to anyone other than Allah then I would command a wife to 
prostrate to her husband. Another Hadis states: If blood and pus 
flow from a husband’s nostrils and reach his heels and his wife licks 
his body clean, then she will still not have fulfilled her duty to him. 
(Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 24, pp. 380) 

Husband’s duties towards his wife 

Question: Explaining a wife’s duties is common, but it is uncommon 
for people to talk about a husband’s duties! Are there duties that a 
husband must fulfill towards his wife? 

Answer: Yes of course, just as Islam has established duties for wives 
regarding their husbands, similarly, there are duties for husbands 
regarding their wives; such as providing for her (i.e. arranging food 
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and accommodation etc. for her), paying her Mahr, good treatment, 
teaching her about pious deeds, emphasising the veil, modesty and 
shame, keeping her happy in every permissible matter; all these are 
a husband’s duties towards his wife. 

My master A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, Maulana Shah 
Imam Ahmad Raza Khan was asked: What are the duties 

of a husband towards his wife? He ajfcjtas&i kf* answered, ‘Providing 
(food, clothing and home) to her, Mahr, good treatment, educating 
and emphasising her about pious deeds, modesty and veil, and 
prohibiting and frightening her from the opposite of these, 
encouraging her in permissible deeds, and if he is blessed with the 
ability to follow the Sunnah of Allah’s friends, then he should tolerate 
her misbehaviour in issues excluding Islamic prohibitions, this is a 
great deed, although this is not one of his duties (i.e. he should not 
be lazy in prohibiting her from things that Islam has prohibited, but 
if his wife hurts him about other matters, then being patient is a 
great deed. However, this is not one of her rights). 

(Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 24, pp. 371) 

How to create peaceful environment at home 

Question: From an Islamic perspective, how should a husband and 

wife live together so that feuds, disputes etc. do not take place? 

Answer: A husband and wife should live together with tolerance and 
love, both should be mindful of each other’s rights, and fulfill their 
individual duties. A husband should not treat his wife like a ‘slave’, 
because even though Allah Js- 3 ^ made husbands the masters of their 
wives, He also said: 

And treat them with kindness. L q-* 3 3 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 4, Surah An-Nisa, verse 19) 
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The Revered and Renowned Prophet stated, ‘The good 

men amongst you are those who are good to their wives.’ 

(Sunan Ibn Majah, vol. 2, pp. 478, Hadis 1978) 

A man should constantly advise his wife to do good deeds and teach 
her essential knowledge, he should take care of her food and drink. 
If he ever dislikes anything she does, he should be patient, if he reacts 
harshly, he might make her stubborn and make matters worse. 

Two sayings of Mustafa |(P 

1. Woman has been created from a rib, she can never be straight 
for you, if you want to live with her then live with her as she is, 
if you try to straighten her you will break her, and breaking is 
divorce. (Sahih Muslim, pp. 775, Hadis 1468) 

2. A Muslim man must not bear malice (i.e. hatred and enmity) 
with his Muslim wife, if he does not like any of her habits, then 
he will like another, (ibid, Hadis 1469) 

This means that if he dislikes one or two traits of his wife then 
there must surely be a few that he likes, therefore, he should focus 
on the good ones and continue to endeavour to appropriately 
remove the disliked ones. 

Too much salt 

Here is a faith-refreshing story about a fortunate husband who was 
patient when his wife did something that annoyed him. Read and 
rejoice. This story is extracted from page 164, part 2, of the 472- 
page book ‘Bayanat-e-‘Attar iyyaii published by Dawat-e-Islami’s 
publication department Maktaba-tul-Madlnah: A man’s wife put too 
much salt in his food. He was very angry but controlled his anger 
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while thinking to himself, ‘I make mistakes all the time. Today if I 
treat my wife harshly for her mistake then maybe Allah will 
punish me for my mistakes on Judgement Day.’ So in his heart, he 
forgave his wife. After his death someone saw him in a dream and 
asked, ‘What did Allah do with you?’ He replied, ‘I was about 
to be punished for my many sins but then Allah JisA said to me, 
‘My bondwoman put too much salt in your food and you forgave 
her, go, I forgive you too in exchange for that.’ 

Allah kl rahmat say to Jannat hi milay gi 
Ay kash! Mahallay mayn jagah un kay mill ho 

By Allah’s mercy I’m sure I’ll get Heaven 
But I wish for a place in his neighbourhood 

Good-news of Paradise for a wife 

A wife ought to obey her husband and keep him happy. Sayyidatuna 
Umm-e-Salamaii tsis-jusaiiics*? reported this statement of the Beloved 
and Blessed Prophet jusiii j*, ‘Any woman who dies whilst 

her husband is pleased with her shall enter Paradise.’ 

(Sunan-ut-Tirmizl, vol. 2, pp. 386, Hadis 1164) 

A wife should not turn her husband into her ‘slave’, demanding 
him to do everything she wants at any cost. In fact, it has been 
commanded to her that she must also fulfill her duties towards him, 
she should fulfil his permissible wishes and avoid disobeying him. 
Sayyiduna Qays Bin Sa’d atedirffibi reported this grand statement of 
the Holy Prophet j4>, ‘If I were to command anyone to 

prostrate to someone other than Allah JmS*-, I would command a wife 
to prostrate to her husband.’ 

(Sunan IbnMajah, vol. 2, pp. 411, Hadis 1853) 
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This blessed Hadis clearly illustrates the status of husbands, therefore, 
Islamic sisters should take care not to fall short of fulfilling their 
husband’s duties. A husband and wife should respect each other’s 
parents as their own parents and regularly pray to Allah 
‘O Allah Ju-iSi may there be love between us forever and may there 
always remain peace in our home.’ 


Madam Sahra for Islamic sisters 

(This Madam Sahra which is blossoming with the fragrances of 
Madam flowers has been presented to countless brides in our 
Madam environment. If any Islamic sister fills the Madam vase of 
her heart with the Madam flowers which are contained in this Sahra, 
then she will never be sad in her marital life.) 

Fazl-e-Rab say bint-e- _ dulhan bam 

Phiil sahray kay khilay chadar haya kl hay tanl 

Tujh ko ho shadi mubarak ab hay tayrT rukhsatl 
Rukhsatl mayn tayrl pinhan rukhsat hay qabr kl 

Ghar ho tayra mushkbar aur zindagT bhi pur-bahar 
Rab ho razl, khush haun Tujh say dau jahan kay Tajdar 

Mayn baytT kd Khudaya ghar sada abad rakh 
Fatimah Zahra kd sadaqah, dau jahan mayn shad rakh 

Yeh miyan brwT IlahT makr-e-shay tan say bachayn 

Yeh namazayn bhi perhayn aur Sunnataun per bhi chalayn 

Yeh miyan blwT chalayn Hajj ko Ilahl bar bar 
Bar bar in ko dikha mitha MadTnah Kirdgar 
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Maykb-o-susrdl tayray dauno hi khushhal haun 
Dau jahan kT na ’mataun say khiib mala-mal haun 

Apnay shoher kTita’at say na ghaflat kerna tu 
Hashr mayn pachtaye gT ay piyarl bayil wemah tu 
MayrT bayil! Yd Ilahi! Na banay ghussay kT tayz 
Yeh karay susral mayn her dam larayT say gurayz 

Yad rakh! Tu aj say bas tayra ghar susral hay 
Nafrat-e-susral sun lay afataun ka jal hay 
Ma" samajh ker sas ko, khidmat jo kertT hay bahu 
Raj saray ghar pay sun lay tu woh kertT hay bahu 

Sas aur nandaun kT khidmat ker kay ho jd kdmyab 
In kT ghTbat ker kay mat ker bayihna khanah kharab 
Sas aur nandayn ager sakhtT karayn to sabr ker 
Sabr ker bas sabr ker chalta rahay ga tayra ghar 

Sas aur nandaun kb shikwah apnay maykay mayn na ker 
Is tarah barbad ho sakta hay bayil tayra ghar 
Maykay kay mat ker fazdil tu bayan susral mayn 
Ab tii is ghar ko samajh apna hi ghar her hal mayn 

Sas chlkhl tu bhl biphrl aur larayT ihan gayl 
Hay kahan bhul aik kT, dau hath say tall bajl 
Yad rakh tii nay ager kholl zaban susral mayn 
Phans kay reh jaye gT bayil! Qazyaun kay janjal mayn 

MayrT piyarl bayil sun Faizan-e-Sunnat perh kay tii 
Iltijd hay roz dayna Dars apnay ghar pay tu 
Ger naslhat per ‘amal ‘Attar kT hoga tayra 
jiiuJjisLJiii!, apnay ghar mayn tu sukhl hogl sada 
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The daughter of _ has become a bride, by the grace of Almighty. 

Adorned on her head, is a beautifully coloured garland and a shawl of modesty. 

Congratulation on your marriage. You will now be given away 
Let this also remind you of your burial day 

May you live happily in your auspicious house 
May Allah and His Beloved Prophet j* be pleased with you 

and your spouse 

O Almighty, may my daughter not have any quarrel in her house ever 
May for the sake ofFatima-tuz-Zahra twOuaJjiow she remain happy in the 
world as well as the Hereafter 

Almighty, may this couple remain safe from satanic deception 
May they perform Saldh and act upon Sunnah with passion 

Almighty, may this couple perform Hajj again and again 
May they behold Madinah again and again 

May your parental relatives as well as in-laws remain happy! 

May they reap blessings in both worlds by grace of Almighty! 

O my daughter! Never, in obeying your husband, get negligent 
Otherwise, you will regret on the Day of Judgement 

May my daughter not be hot-tempered and grumpy! 

May she always avoid quarrelling with in-laws, 0 Almighty! 

Remember! Your in-laws’ house is now your home own 
Hatred for the husband’s family is the trap of thorns 

Listen! In home, the daughter-in-law can have all power 
If she serves the mother-in-law like her own mother 

Get success by serving the mother-in-law and the sister-in-law 
Don’t destroy your happiness by backbiting which is a flaw 
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Have patience, if the in-laws strictly behave 
Have patience, you will manage your home to save 

Don’t complain to your family about the in-laws’ behaviour 
My daughter, your house thus may be destroyed forever 

Don’t praise your family in your husband’s home 
Regard your father-in-law’s house as your own home 

Remember! At your in-laws’ home, if you answer back anyone 
This will cause nothing but troubles and tribulation 

The mother-in-law’s shout, and your angry reaction 
It takes two hands to clap, no sound in a one hand action 

Listen! My dear daughter! Give Dars daily at home by reading 
The book Faizan-e-Sunnat’; this is my pleading 

If you act upon Attar’s advice 
In home, you will always rejoice 


Good intention helped find a lost necklace 

Islamic sisters! Islamic brothers and Islamic sisters of 

Dawat-e-Islami, the non-political & global movement for the 
preaching of the Quran and Sunnah, are proud to be devotees of the 
Holiest Prophet J*. There are many real-life examples 

of countless Islamic sisters being relieved from problems due to 
praying in Dawat-e-Islami’s Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima at. Here is one 
such Madam example. This is the summary of a statement by an 
Islamic sister from Bab-ul-Madlnah (Karachi): 

All of a sudden, one day I lost an expensive necklace. I could not 
find it despite searching long and hard and this upset me very 
much. In those days, I had the opportunity to attend a Sunnah- 
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inspiring Ijtima’ organised by the non-political & global movement 
for the preaching of the Quran and Sunnah - Dawat-e-Islami. In 
the Ijtima’ after Quranic recitation and Na’at, a female Dawat-e- 
Islami preacher read out a speech from a booklet published by 
Maktaba-tul-Madinah. 

At the end of the speech, she encouraged the audience to make 
intentions to attend the weekly Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima’ regularly. 
JmSs. «oj, iAiJf, I was one of the Islamic sisters who made a true 
intention to attend. I feel in my heart that it is due to the blessing of 
that intention that when I returned home from the Ijtima’ and lifted 
my cushion to make the bed, I jumped for joy when I saw my lost 
necklace under my pillow. Twv- Jj I now attend the Sunnah- 
inspiring Ijtima’ held by Dawat-e-Islami for Islamic sisters and I am 
endeavouring to make myself a pious Muslim. 

BulandT pay apna nasTb a gaya hay 
Dayar-e-Madlnah qarlb a gaya hay 

Kararn Yd Habibi, kararn Yd Habibi 
Kay dar pay tumharay gharfb a gaya hay 

My destiny has reached great heights 
The city ofMadinah is close 

Mercy! O my Beloved! Mercy! O my Beloved! 
This beggar has arrived at your door 

(Jp dill Joi C.(jp Iji-vs 


Benefits of a good intention 

Islamic sisters! J&U- aL rains of mercy shower upon Dawat-e- 
Islami’s Sunnah-inspiring Islamic sisters’ Ijtima’at. What can we say 
about the excellence of good intentions! That Islamic sister felt in 
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her heart that she found her lost necklace as a result of her intention 
to regularly attend the weekly Ijtima’! A worldly necklace is a very 
trivial object, a good intention can take you to Paradise, 

The Beloved and Blessed Prophet j* stated, ‘A good 

intention will take a man to Heaven.’ 1 Here are some more benefits 
of good intentions: 

1. The Mercy for the entire creation, the Guide to the path of 

salvation said, ‘A true intention is the best deed.’ 2 

2. The Greatest and Holiest Prophet ju3il)i j* said, ‘A 

Muslim’s intention is better than his action.’ 3 

Four recitations for finding a lost item 

1. 4-s-5j If y° u I° se something, then recite this abundantly, 
JiiiiJjlit-aQ), you will find it. 

2. Lj: If you lose something, then recite this abundantly, 

you will find it. 

3. If something has been misplaced, then recite 

whilst searching for it, L^al, you will find it, or else you 

will be granted another good thing from the unseen. 

4. Recite Surah Ad-Duha seven times, you will find 

your missing person or item. 


1 Al-Jami’-us-Saghlr lis-Suyutl, pp. 557, Hadis 9326 

2 Al-Jami’-us-Saghlr, pp. 81, Hadis 1284 

3 Al-Mu’jam-ul-Kablr lit-Tabaranl, vol. 6, pp. 185, Hadis 5942 
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A woman remaining unmarried due to fear of Allah 
Question: What if an Islamic sister thinks, ‘I will become a sinner 
if I fail to fulfil the marital duties of my husband’, and therefore, 
she decides to remain unmarried due to fear of Allah JiW, is this 
permissible for her? 

Answer: The Islamic verdict about whether it is better for a woman 
to marry or not varies, depending on the situation. Marriage can 
either be Fard or Wajib or Makruh or Haram. 

(For details please see Fatdwa Razawiyyah referenced version, volume 12, page 
291 and also the 112-page book Bahar-e-Shari’at, part 7, pages 4 to 5 published 
by Maktaba-tul-Madlnah, the publishing department of Dawat-e-Islami.) 

If there is no Shar’I prohibition for an Islamic sister on getting 
married and she only fears that she may not be able to fulfil her 
husband’s duties then instead of deciding to refrain from marrying 
she should gather up the courage to fulfil those duties. In order to 
do this, she ought to acquire knowledge about a husband’s duties. 
To learn these rules is Fard (obligatory) for every woman who 
intends to marry. Not only knowledge about a husband’s duties, in 
fact, the definitions of patience and gratitude, their details, and 
relevant important information should be acquired. Studying 
Ihya-ul-‘Ulum etc. is extremely beneficial for the acquisition of this 
knowledge. These days, it is very difficult for a woman to survive 
unmarried. This could cause domestic problems and also poses a 
risk of her committing many sins. Therefore, one should overcome 
weaknesses rather than totally abandon a good deed. 

Is a woman a sinner if she remains unmarried? 

However, if a woman fears that she will fail to fulfil her duties, then 
she will not be a sinner if she decides not to marry; unless she finds 
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herself in a situation where it becomes necessary or mandatory for 
her to marry. Islamic history is rich in examples that arouse 
enthusiasm for the observance of Islamic teachings. There were pious 
female saints who remained deeply concerned about the fulfilment 
of their duties and sacrificed their likes and dislikes for the commands 
of Allah and His Beloved Prophet J*. 

My master A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, Maulana Shah 
Imam Ahmad Raza Khan stated in Fatdwa Razawiyyah, 

volume 12, page 297 (referenced version): Some Ahadls report 
that on hearing the severity of a husband’s rights, many women 
(iSSis-jisSib! c&) vowed never to marry in front of the Beloved Prophet 
jjsguii jusiiji J* and he Jusajui J* did not object to their 

decision. Here are three of the reports written in volume 12, pages 
297 to 305: 

1. Harm of exiting house without husband’s permission 
A woman called Khas’amiyyah said to the Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet j*, ‘Ya Rasulallah Please tell 

me what a wife’s duties are towards her husband, as I have no 
husband. If I feel I can fulfil those duties then I will marry; otherwise 
I will not.’ He replied, ‘A husband’s rights on his 

wife are that if she is on a saddle 1 and her husband wants to be 
intimate with her on the same ride, then she should not refuse, and 
it is his right that she should not begin a voluntary fast without his 
permission. If she does, then she will remain hungry and thirsty with 
no benefit and her fast will not be accepted, and she must not exit 
home without his permission. If she does, then the angels of the sky, 
the angels of mercy, the angels of punishment, all curse her until 


1 Saddle placed on a camel 
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she returns.’ After hearing this, the woman commented, ‘It is better 
that I never marry.’ (Majma’-uz-Zawaid, vol. 4, pp. 563, Hadis 7638) 

2. Licking blood and pus 

A lady came to the Beloved Prophet jussfai j* and 

introduced herself, ‘I am so and so, the daughter of so and so.’ He 
JUs-dbsskJtdi&i j* replied, ‘I know who you are, what is it you need?’ 
She answered, ‘I came to ask about my so and so pious cousin 
who is a son of my paternal uncle.’ He JUs-jbssfeJ&Si&i j* responded, ‘I 
recognise him too, i.e. tell what you want?’ She said, ‘He has 
proposed to me, please teach me the duties of a wife, if I can fulfil 
them, then I will marry him.’ He J* answered, ‘One 

part of a husband’s rights is that if blood or pus flow from both his 
nostrils and his wife licks it with her tongue, she still would not have 
fulfilled her duties to him. If it was acceptable for one human to 
prostrate to another, then I would command a woman to prostrate 
to her husband when he comes home from somewhere and appears 
in front of her, because this is the excellence that Allah has 
granted to men.’ When she heard this, she said, ‘I swear by Him who 
has sent you with the truth, I will never marry for as long as I live.’ 
(Bazaz and Hakim reported this on the authority of Sayyiduna Abu 
Hurayrah (Al-Mustadrak lil-Hdkim, vol. 2,pp, 47, Hadis 2822) 

3.1 will never marry 

A gentleman (xzJkSt&iiGfr) came to the Holy Prophet i j* 

with his daughter ablest) and said, ‘My daughter is refusing 

to marry.’ The Prophet of Rahmah JU-db-sfe Jt instructed her, 
‘Obey your father.’ The woman (t^ jusib \&o) replied, ‘I swear by the 
One Who sent you with the truth, I will not marry until you teach 
me the rights of the husband over his wife.’ He J&s Jta «bi j* 
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replied, ‘A right of husband over his wife is that if he has a boil and 
she licks it clean with her tongue or if blood or pus flows from his 
nostrils and she swallows it, then she will still not fulfill her duty to 
him.’ The woman (t^ jus aht &o) responded, ‘I swear by the One 
Who has sent you with the truth! I will never marry.’ The Noblest 
Prophet said, ‘Do not marry off women until they 

approve.’ (Majma’-uz-Zawaid, vol. 4, pp. 564, HadTs 7639) 

Islamic sisters! These sacred Ahadls show that the amazing biographies 
of the honourable Sahabiyyat ju s aiii teach us that they were 
extremely eager to acquire the religious knowledge of the matters 
they confronted. These parables also indicate the Madani mindset 
of the Sahabiyyat a&z- abi && regarding their duties towards 
husbands. They always preferred refraining from the disobedience 
of Allah and His Beloved Prophet JUs-absiisJfeSiiiii when making 
any important decision. They were extremely cautious regarding 
even the possibility of committing a sin. These blessed Ahadls also 
contain a lesson for married women so that they must never fall 
short in their duties as wives. 

Woman’s family should be careful 

Question: These days a woman is usually incited against her 
husband by her own family! Please grant us some Madani pearls 
about this issue. 

Answer: Firstly if an Islamic sister is having problems at her in-laws’ 
home, then she should be patient and earn reward. If she expresses 
her anger at her parental house, then this will lead to a chain of 
major sins such as backbiting, accusations, suspicions, exposure of 
personal faults etc. and then the woman’s family will make a habit 
of provoking the wife into reacting negatively, opening the doors of 
further sins and troubles. The woman’s family should at least think 
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of the following two reports when they feel like inciting their 
daughter against her husband and in-laws: 

1. Sayyiduna Buraydah reports the following glorious 

Hadis of the Greatest and Noblest Prophet 

‘Whoever incites a woman against her husband is not among us.’ 

(Musnad Imam Ahmad, vol. 9, pp. 16, Hadis 23041) 

2. Sayyiduna Jabir reports the following saying of our 

Beloved and Blessed Prophet JUs-jb^ The devil sets his 

throne on water, then sends his troops, the closest of them to 
Iblis [i.e. Satan] is the one who causes most mischief. One devil 
comes and says to him, ‘I have done such and such a thing.’ 
Iblis replies, ‘You have done nothing.’ Another comes and says, 
‘There was a man who I did not leave until I caused separation 
between him and his wife.’ When Iblis hears this he brings him 
close and says, ‘You are great’, and then embraces him. 

(Sahih Muslim, pp. 1511, Hadis 67; 2813) 

What if a husband prohibits his wife from wearing a veil? 
Question: What if a woman’s husband, in-laws, or parents ask her 
not to wear a veil? 

Answer: The woman must not obey them in this matter because 
obeying the husband, parents etc. in sin is a sin and not a virtue. 
Amir-ul-Mu'minin, Maula-e-Kainat, ‘AlI-ul-Murtada, the lion of 
Allah reports this grand statement of the Prophet 

of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous 
and Kind jisjta&ii J*, j Uj] Ai\ ac-US M’ 

It is forbidden to obey any human whilst disobeying Allah Jm5£; 
obedience is only in good deeds. (Sahih Muslim, pp. 1023, Hadis 1840) 

93 


www.dawateislami.net 


Questions and Answers about Islamic Veil 

The word kijyii’ in this sacred Hadis is explained by the famous 
commentator, Hakim-ul-Ummat, Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan 

refers to any act which is not prohibited by Shari’ah and 
(sin) is anything prohibited by Shari’ah. 

(Mirat-ul-ManajTh vol. 5, pp. 340) 


A child’s first school is its mother’s lap 

Question: What is the primary source of Islamic knowledge for 
Islamic sisters? 

Answer: The acquisition of necessary knowledge is Fard for 
every single Muslim man and woman. A blessed Hadis states, 
Vjri js Jp j, JjJi CJJS’ Seeking knowledge is mandatory for 
every Muslim. (Sunan Ibn Majah, vol. 1, pp. 146, Hadis 224) 

So it is vital to make efforts to pursue knowledge. Children can also 
acquire knowledge through parents. A child’s first school is its 
‘mother’s lap’. It is mandatory for parents to give their children 
proper Islamic education. Here are two blessed sayings of Beloved 
Mustafa j* about this: 

1. Teach your children three things: (1) Your Prophet’s love. 

(2) The love of his family ai>iy) . (3) Recitation 

of the Holy Quran. (Al-Jami’-us-Saghir lis-Suyuti, pp. 25, Hadis 311) 

2. Treat your children well and teach them the manners of life. 

(Sunan Ibn Majah, vol 4, pp. 189, Hadis 3671) 

Woman should gain knowledge from her husband 
Question: How should a married woman acquire knowledge? 
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Answer: She should learn from her husband as much as possible. 
This is a big responsibility on the husband’s shoulders. The Holy 
Quran states in part 28, Surah At-Tahrim, verse 6: 



Save yourselves and yourfamily from the fire. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 28, Surah. At-Tahnm, verse 6) 

In the commentary of this verse, ‘Allamah Jalaluddin SuyutI Shafi’i 
sdji ixj-o- wrote in Tafsir Ad-Dur-rul-Mansur that Sayyiduna 
‘AlI-ul-Murtada, the lion of Allah said about this 

blessed verse, ‘This verse is instructing us to teach ourselves and our 
families about virtues and the manners of life.’ 


(Tafsir Ad-Dur-rul-Mansur, vol. 8, pp. 225) 


A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, scholar of Sharl’ah, guide of 
Tarlqah, Ash-Shah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan explains a 

husband’s duties about his wife in Fatawd Razawiyyah: Providing 
her with living expenses (i.e. food and proper accommodation), paying 
Mahr, treating her with good manners, teaching and emphasising 
good deeds, modesty and veiling, prohibiting and scaring her from 
the opposite of these, and encouraging her in good deeds. 


(Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 24, pp. 371) 


Regarding the issue of seeking the answer to a Shar’I ruling, Bahar-e- 
Shari’at states: If a wife requires an answer about Shar’I ruling, then 
she should ask her husband if he is a scholar. If he is not, then she 
should ask him to get the answer from a scholar for her. In these 
cases, she is not allowed to see a scholar herself, but if none of these 
cases exist, then she can visit a scholar. 

(Bahar-e-Shan’at, part 7, pp. 99; ‘Alamgm, vol. 1, pp. 341) 
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Can a woman seek knowledge from a female scholar 
Question: Can a woman visit a female scholar for learning Islamic 
knowledge? 

Answer: If it is not possible for her to acquire essential knowledge 
from her parents, or husband, then it is permissible for her to visit a 
rightly guided Sunni female scholar for learning Islamic knowledge. 
In the era of the blessed Sahabah j&z women visited the 

mothers of all believers ji^ to quench their thirst for Islamic 

knowledge. Even today, it is permissible for Islamic sisters to visit 
pious female scholars to acquire Islamic knowledge and they can 
also attend Sunni institutes which fulfil the Islamic requirements 
for veil and provide Fard knowledge. Dawat-e-Islami’s ‘Jami’a-tul- 
Madlnah for girls’ is also a great way for Islamic sisters to learn Fard 
religious knowledge, where Islamic sisters teach in a fully veiled 
environment. 

Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima’at are also a source of knowledge 
Question: Are Dawat-e-Islami’s Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima at for Islamic 
sisters also a source of gaining Fard Islamic knowledge? 

Answer: Of course, but it is vital that the requirements of veil are 
fulfilled whilst going to and returning from these gatherings, and also 
inside the actual gatherings. It is necessary for the preacher to be a 
Sunni ‘Alimah and for her speech to be authentic. If she is not a 
scholar then she should at least accurately read a book authored by 
any Sunni scholar. 

In Dawat-e-Islami’s Madam environment these conditions 
are strictly emphasised during the Islamic sisters’ Sunnah-inspiring 
Ijtima’at. Dawat-e-Islami’s male and female preachers are not allowed 
to deliver speeches off by heart. They are instructed to make photo 
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copies of subject-material from Sunni books as required, then stick 
them into their speech books and then deliver their speeches by 
reading from these books. 

Seeing Mustafa |p 

Islamic sisters! I wish every single Muslim joins this global & non¬ 
political movement for the propagation of the Quran and Sunnah, 
Dawat-e-Islami, and becomes one of the Sunnah-learning devotees 
of Rasul, and attends every Dars and Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima’ from 
beginning to end, and makes whole-hearted endeavours for the 
acquisition of this goal. Listen to and rejoice at this faith-refreshing 
story about the Beloved Prophet’s j*) mercy and grace 

upon an Islamic sister. 

This is a paraphrased written statement by an Islamic sister from 
Bhimber (Kashmir): A weekly Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima’ of Islamic 
sisters takes place near our house. One day a few Islamic sisters came 
to our house and invited us to attend the Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima’. 
As a result of their kindness and humble tones my two sisters became 
regular attendees of their Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima’ but I would 
mostly not attend. One day, I lay down for a nap. As I went to sleep, 
my sleeping destiny awoke; I saw a dream in which I saw a vision of 
the Greatest and Holiest Prophet I mentioned some 

of my personal issues to the Beloved Prophet Jfc&isi J*. In reply, 

I saw his blessed lips begin to move and these merciful sweet words 
began to echo in my ears, ‘Attend Dawat-e-Islami’s weekly Ijtima’.’ 
Then I awoke. Immediately, I made an intention to regularly attend 
the Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima’. 

Now I am blessed with the privilege of punctually 
attending the Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima’. I have also decided that if 
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my MadanI Markaz allows, I will soon start a Sunnah- 

inspiring Ijtima’ in my own house. 

‘Alim na muttaqi hun na zahid na pdrsd 
Hun ummati tumhara gunahgar Yd Rasulallah 

I am not a scholar, or pious, or an ascetic, or righteous 
I am your sinful follower O Prophet of Allah 

Our Prophet Up is aware of his followers’ predicaments 
Js. 3 5£4_1ji E ven today, our Ghayb-knowing Rasul, the Embodiment 
of Nur is aware of his followers’ lives and consoles 

them in their dreams. A saint said: Once due to falling in my bathroom 
I injured my hand, it was swollen and very painful. Meanwhile, I went 
to sleep and had a dream in which I was blessed with the blessed 
vision of the Beloved Prophet JUs^bsjfeJtsSiii! J*. His sacred lips began 
to move and flowers of mercy blossomed from them; these were the 
sweet words he uttered, ‘Son! Your Durud caught my attention.’ 
When I awoke in the morning, due to Beloved Mustafa’s blessings 
there was no pain or swelling. (Sa 'adat-ud-Darayn, pp. 140) 

Exiting without permission to attend a religious Ijtima’ 
Question: What should a woman do if her parents or husband 
prohibits her from attending a gathering of religious knowledge 
(such as Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima’)? 

Answer: She should obey them. However, if she cannot acquire 
essential knowledge such as essential information about purity, 
Salah, fasting etc. without exiting her home then she is allowed to 
exit even without their permission. 
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Question: These days in Islamic sisters’ Ijtima’at, Islamic brothers 
deliver speeches via microphones and speaker systems, is this 
permissible? 

Answer: This is permissible if all Islamic requirements are fulfilled. 
My master A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, scholar of Sharl’ah, 
guide of Tarlqah, Ash-Shah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan ^5Ji k*-z «u 
said: Women are prohibited from offering Salah in the Masjid and 
if a preacher is a Sunni scholar whose sermons are accurate and 
credible and women come and go with all precautions whilst fully 
covered and there is no risk of mischief and they sit separate from 
men (where they cannot see each other) then this is acceptable. 

(Fatawa Ramwiyyah, vol. 22, pp. 239) 

Can a woman get education from a man? 

Question: Is it permissible for a woman to get education from a 
man from behind a curtain? 

Answer: If the man behind the curtain is young, then it is not 
permissible for Islamic sisters to get education from him. It is also 
incorrect to compare this situation to the ‘permissibility of male 
preachers delivering sermons for Islamic sisters’. Sunnah-inspiring 
Ijtima’at or sermons consist of one or two collective speeches but 
this is not the case in regular religious classes. In religious classes, 
despite being veiled, there will be a certain level of familiarity due to 
regular contact between the male teacher and his female students. 
Therefore, this is a very dangerous predicament. For this reason, 
despite fulfilling all precautions of veil, my master A’la Hadrat, 
Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, scholar of Shari’ah, guide of Tarlqah, Ash- 
Shah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan prohibited a woman 

from visiting a young spiritual guide for religious knowledge. 
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He aikjkSgts\ k&o stated in Fatawa Razawiyyah : If her body is covered 
with thick and loose clothing, not thin clothes which reveal the colour 
of her body or hair or tight clothes which reveal the shapes of her 
body and she does not go alone and her spiritual guide is not young 
(i.e. he is old and ugly, e.g. his face has wrinkles, and his appearance 
does not arouse any woman, and there is no risk of sexual arousal in 
both the female disciple as well as in the spiritual guide), i.e. there is 
no mischief in the present time and no risk of mischief in the future, 
then there is no harm in visiting him or inviting him for religious 
knowledge and matters of Allah’s path. (Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 22, pp. 240) 

Can a woman exit her home to listen to a scholar’s speech? 
Question: Can a woman exit her home whilst fully veiled in order 
to listen to a scholar’s speech? 

Answer: With some conditions, she can exit her home for the 
acquisition of knowledge. My master A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e- 
Sunnat, scholar of Sharl’ah, guide of Tariqah, Ash-Shah Imam Ahmad 
Raza Khan bfv&fc said: Women are prohibited from offering 
Salah in the Masjid and if a preacher is a Sunni scholar whose 
sermons are accurate and Sharl’ah-complying, and women (come 
and) go with all precautions and fully covered and there is no risk 
of mischief and they sit separate from men (where they cannot see 
each Other), then this is acceptable. (Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 22, pp. 239) 

Deeds that lead to Heaven 

Islamic sisters! Joining Dawat-e-Islami’s Madam environment has 
led to amazing transformations which have compelled Islamic 
brothers and Islamic sisters to comment, ‘We wish we had joined 
Dawat-e-Islami’s Madam environment a long time ago!’ 
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Here is a Madani parable full of the blessings of Dawat-e-Islami’s 
Madani environment. This explains how an Islamic sister from 
Bab-ul-Islam (Sindh) joined Dawat-e-Islami’s fragrant Madani 
environment: I was busy living my life committing many sins such 
as missing my Salah, unveiling, watching films etc. Hence I was 
selling the priceless diamonds of my time in exchange for the 
damnation of my afterlife and was busy doing sins that lead to Hell. 

Unfortunately! Despite sinking in the sin-pit up to my neck, I was 
oblivious of the fact that all my actions were displeasing Allah Js-sS^ 
and Mustafa j*. The reason for my transformation was 

those valuable moments that I spent in Dawat-e-Islami’s weekly 
Ijtima’ for Islamic sisters. The reason for my attendance in that Ijtima’ 
was an individual effort made by a female Dawat-e-Islami preacher. 
In that blessed Ijtima’ a Madani wound was inflicted onto my heart! 
My heart developed a disliking for this disloyal world, a heart that 
once was absorbed in worldly glitter, all of a sudden lost interest in 
it. I realised that: 

Aik jhaunkay mayn idhar say udhar Char din ki bahar hay dunya 

Zindagi nam hay is kd magar Maut ka intizar hay dunya 

In one gust it flies here to there 
This world is a four-day spring 
They call it life but 
This world is really a wait for death 

Jlii^isJT! I repented of sins and started doing deeds leading to 
Heaven. I started doing Dawat-e-Islami’s Madani work. At this 
moment, I am blessed with serving the Sunnah as a responsible 
sister for the Madani activities of Dawat-e-Islami at Halqah 
Mushawarat level. 
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Gunahaun nay kahln ka bhl na chord 
Karam mujh per HabTb-e-Kibriya ho 

Mayri bad- ‘adatayn sari chuiayn gT 
Ager lutfap ka Yd Mustafa ho 

Sins have led me nowhere 

Have mercy on me O Allah’s Beloved 

All my bad habits will vanish 
If you have mercy, O Mustafa 

(Jp jlij All! (Jp \ 


99 % of Dawat-e-Islami’s work is based on individual effort 
Islamic sisters! Did you see the blessed outcome of Individual 
effort! this Islamic sister who was walking on the stony 

path to eternal damnation was granted the blessing of walking on 
the path to Heaven. Undoubtedly individual efforts are a huge part 
of preaching. Every Prophet wU. ) including our Beloved 

Prophet JUs 4s *i>i j* made individual effort in preaching the 
truth. ‘Without doubt almost 99% of Madam work is possible only 
through individual efforts.’ 

Individual efforts are much easier than collective efforts because 
not everyone can deliver a ‘lecture’ in front of a large audience, but 
making individual effort is something that every Islamic sister can 
do. Those who cannot deliver speeches and even those who are not 
good at speaking can make individual efforts. Every Islamic sister 
should boldly invite other Islamic sisters towards good deeds 
according to Madam Markaz’s instructions. It is very likely that a 
few words from your mouth become a means of someone else’s 
prosperity in the afterlife and a means of collecting a huge amount 
of continuous spiritual reward. 

102 


www.dawateislami.net 


Questions and Answers about Islamic Veil 


Infiradi koshish kerti rahayn 
Naykiyaun say jhauliyan bharti rahayn 

Always make individual efforts 
Always fill your laps with virtues 


Dangerous poisonous snake 

Question: Please tell us a story about a companion who 

despised the act of his wife exiting her home. 

Answer: Here is a story about a bashful companion aisja* Listen 
and learn. Sayyiduna Abu Sa’id Khudri said: One young 

companion xzj&ifooiv had recently got married. One day he 
returned home and saw his bride standing outside their house. He 
sizj&di\&e was so furious that when he saw her, he pulled 

out his spear and rushed towards her. She panicked, moved back, 
and then cried, l My master! Do not hit me, I am innocent, go inside 
and see for yourself what has brought me out.’ 

When the companion aitJfaSfibicsft? went inside he saw a dangerous and 
venomous snake curled up on their bed. He frantically 

struck the snake with his spear. The snake wriggled with pain and 
bit him just before it died. The bashful companion tasted 

the fruit of martyrdom due to the effect of its venom. 

(SahTh Muslim, pp. 225, Hadis 236) 

May Allah Js-sS^ have mercy on him and forgive us without 
accountability for his sake! 

fib iS 6 ^ <5* CXri ^ 
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Does the veil obstruct progress? 

Question: Some people say things like, ‘The non-Muslims have 
excelled profusely, and ‘veil’ will obstruct Muslim progress!’ 

Answer: The ‘veil’ does not obstruct Muslim progress. In fact, unveiling 
does. Yes this is true; when Muslims had shame and modesty and 
veiling was a common practice, they conquered city after city 
consecutively until the flag of Islam waved high in countless 
countries of the world. Veil-observing mothers gave birth to 
courageous generals, commanders, great scholars and venerable 
saints. All of the Ummahat-ul-Mu'minln and Sahabiyyat 
wore veils. The honourable mother of Hasanayn U 4 it jkszbio??, the 
Queen of Paradise, Sayyidah Fatimah Zahra wore a veil. 

Sayyidatuna Umm-ul-Khayr Fatimah the blessed mother 

of Sayyiduna Ghaus-e-A’zam wore a veil. 

In conclusion, for as long as veiling was a common practice and 
chaste women confined themselves to shawls and the four walls of 
their homes, then the Muslim community excelled and surpassed 
the disbelievers. Since Muslims began to commit unveiling due to 
non-Muslim influences, we have been constantly falling into the 
deep pit of descent. In the past ill-fated disbelievers trembled with 
fear on hearing the name of a Muslim, but now, as a consequence of 
Muslims’ unveiling and wrongdoings, they have become dominant. 
Islamic countries are constantly under barbaric attacks and oppressive 
conquests, but Muslims are oblivious to all this. 

What kind of prosperity are Muslims searching for in watching films 
and dramas on TV, VCRs, the internet, in singing indecent movie 
songs, dancing in weddings, imitating unbelievers by shaving their 
beards, wearing indecent clothes like unbelievers, sitting their 
unveiled wives behind them on motorbikes, making their shameless 
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wives wander around amusement parks wearing make-up and sending 
their children to non-Muslim countries for secular knowledge? 

Woh qawm jo kal tak khayltl thi shamshiron kay sath 
Cinema daykhti hay aj woh hamshlron kay sath 

People that played with swords till yesterday 
Watch movies today with their sisters 

Who is truly prosperous? 

It is extremely sad that many Muslims today are audaciously 
committing sins such as lying, backbiting, slandering, betraying 
trusts, adultery, consuming alcohol, gambling, watching films and 
dramas, listening to songs etc. Most Muslim women have adopted 
the impure attitude of walking shoulder to shoulder with men and 
consequently have thrown the shawl of shame off their bodies and 
are ruining their afterlives by wearing eye-catching saris, skimpy 
outfits, masculine clothing, wandering about in wedding halls, hotels, 
amusement centres and cinemas with masculine hair-styles. 

I swear by Allah Js-sSM This lifestyle will not lead to progress or 
prosperity. Progress and prosperity lie only and solely in obeying 
Allah and His Prophet j usaIji J* and spending our 

extremely short lives by following the Sunnahs and consequently 
entering our graves with our faith safe and reaching Heaven whilst 
saving ourselves from the torment of Hell. Our Merciful Lord Js-sS^ 
said in the 185 th verse of Surah Al-e-lmran (part 4): 

jli oJLs dJjit 5 jLlSl q-2 

So the one who is saved from the fire and is admitted into 
Paradise - he is successful. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 4, Surah Al-e-Tmran, verse 185) 
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Many women in Hell 

Sadly, the unveiling of women and excessive sins are extremely 
troublesome. I swear by Allah Js-sS^! No one can endure the torment 
of Hell. This is a warning by the Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor 
of Ummah, the Owner of Jannah ‘I saw more women 

in Hell.’ (Sahlh Muslim, pp.228, Hadis 2737) 

Yeh sharh-e-aya-e- ‘ismat hay jo hay baysh na kam 
Dil-o-nazar kl tabahT hay qurb-e-na-Mahram 

Haya hay ankh mayn baql, na dil mayn khauf-e-Khuda 
Bahut dino say nizam-e-hayat hay barham 
Yeh sayr-gdhayn hayn kay maqtal hayn sharm-o-ghayrat kay 
Yeh ma’siyat kay manazir hayn zinat-e- ‘alam 

Yeh nim-baz sa burqa ’ yeh didah z.ayb niqab 
Jhalak raha hay jhala jhal qamls ka raysham 
Na daykh rashk say tahzTb ki numaish ko 
Kay sdray phul yeh kdghaz kay hayn Khuda ki qasam 

Wohi hay rah tayray ‘azm-o-shauq ki manzil 
Jahan hayn ‘Aishah-o-Fatimah kay naqsh-e-qadam 
Tayri hay at hay kirdar-e-Rabi’ah BasrT 
Tayray fasanay ka mozu’ ‘ismat-e-Maryam 

This is a commentary of the chastity verse, not more not less 
The heart and eyes are ruined by being close to a non-Mahram 

There is no more modesty in eyes or fear of Allah in hearts 
The system of life has been disturbed since long 

These amusement parks are murder-sites for modesty and shame 
These spectacles of sin are earthly glamour 

106 


www.dawateislami.net 


Questions and Answers about Islamic Veil 


This half-sleeved cloak and attractive veil 
Visible dazzling silk shirts 

Do not watch the glamour of civilisation enviously 
Because I swear by Allah these are all paper flowers 

The true path, the destination of your intentions and passion is 
The place of'Aishah’s and Fatimah’s footsteps 

Your life is Rabi’ah Basri’s character 
The topic of your story is Maryam’s chastity 

(Jp (Jlij dill Joi (jp 


Extreme shamelessness 

Muslims who covet this deceptive non-Muslim advancement and 
promote shamelessness and indecency should ponder very carefully. 
What is happening in Western countries! People watch their 
daughters in the arms of other men in dance halls with absolutely 
no hesitation; in fact these Dayyus [shameless fathers] proudly 
support such behaviour. 

Every other day newspapers report shameless incidents about 
unveiling fashionable women committing ‘indecencies’. If a woman 
becomes a victim of male lust and becomes pregnant how will she 
conceal herself! An abortion could risk her life. I admit that there 
are hospitals in advanced Western countries that provide ‘abortion 
services’ and provide refuges for ‘protecting’ unmarried mothers, 
but will these women achieve honour in society! Even if unmarried 
couples suffer in this world for their sins but what will become of 
their child. This lust-driven father might turn his eyes away from 
his child; this undignified mother might throw it away on a rubbish 
dump or leave it in an orphanage. 
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Seventy thousand illegitimate children 

During the second world war, the troops of a country ‘arrived’ in 
another country to assist them. They stayed there for a few years. 
When they returned back to their country, according to national 
statistics, they left seventy thousand illegitimate children. In some 
Western countries, the population of illegitimate children is more 
than 60% of the total new-borns and the number of unmarried 
mothers is shockingly increasing. Divorce rates are high, homes are 
yearning for peace, there is no trust or true love between husbands 
and wives; tolerance and sacrifice are non-existent. The slightest 
irritating actions lead married couples to divorce. Just think! A good 
understanding between a husband and a wife is the first brick and 
strong foundation upon which society’s palace is constructed. How 
can a stable and healthy society exist if its foundation is weak? 

JiiSirtijjUsJi! There are benefits for us in obeying Islam’s commandments 
and harms in going against its prohibitions. This religion is for 
eternity, so there will never be a time when its prohibitions [i.e. 
deeds declared Haram] become permissible or harmless. 

Utha kay phaynk day Allah kay banday 
NayT tahilb kay anday hayn ganday 

Pick them up and throw them away O servant of Allah 
The eggs of modern culture are rotten 

Origin of veiling and staying within home 

Question: Some liberal-minded men and women criticise scholars 

for wanting women to remain within the four walls of their homes! 

Answer: There is no personal gain in this for the honourable scholars. 
This is not any earthly scholar’s verdict; in fact it is the command of 
the Lord of the universe 
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And remain in your houses and do not stay unveiled like the 
unveiling of the former days of ignorance. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 22, Surah Al-Ahzab, verse 33) 

Do you see! The command for women to observe veil and to stay in 
their homes was not given by any person, in fact, by our Creator J*sSt, 
the Lord of Mustafa. 



Questions and answers about women working 
Question: Can a woman work? 

Answer: Yes but only if five conditions are fulfilled. My master A’la 
Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, scholar of Shari’ah, guide of Tariqah, 
Ash-Shah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan said: There are five 

conditions here: 

1. She must not wear thin clothes which reveal the colour of her 
hair, wrists or any other part of her ‘Satr’. [See the definition of 
a woman’s Satr on page 11.] 

2. Her clothes must not be tight that reveal the shapes of her body 
(i.e. raised chest, roundness of her shins etc.). 
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4. She must not spend even a single moment alone with a non- 
Mahram man. 

5. There must not be any potential for mischief (Mazinna-e-Fitnah) 
whilst she is there or whilst entering and exiting the building. 

If all five conditions are fulfilled, then there is no harm, but if 
(even) a single condition is not fulfilled then it is Haram (for 
her to work etc.). (Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 22, pp. 248) 

These are times of ignorance and audaciousness, and fulfilling the 
aforementioned five conditions these days is extremely difficult. 
Nowadays, cksl^JblsUs, men and women work together in offices etc. 
and it is almost impossible for them to avoid unveiling, looking at 
each other and interacting informally with one another. Hence 
women should work staying within their homes instead of offices 
and other people’s homes etc. 

Is it permissible to employ a maid? 

Question: Is it permissible to employ a ‘maid’? 

Answer: Yes, but only if the aforementioned five conditions are 
fulfilled. If she does not observe veil then it will become extremely 
difficult for the men of your house to avoid misusing their eyes and 
committing sins that will lead them to Hell. In fact, she 

will also ruin the characters of the veil-observing women in your house. 
It is Haram for a woman and non-Mahram man to be alone together 
for even a short time and it is almost impossible for men to avoid 
this in their homes. Therefore, it is safer to avoid employing a maid. 

Is it permissible to be an air hostess? 

Question: Is it permissible to be an air hostess? 
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Answer: These days working as an air hostess is Haram and leads to 
Hell because unveiling is a condition in this profession. She is also 
officially required to travel with non-Mahram men without her 
husband or any Mahram man. 


Can a man seek assistance from an air hostess? 

Question: Can a male passenger ask an airhostess for assistance or 
not? 


Answer: Any modest and decent man can ask his conscience for the 
answer to this question. It is obvious that it is unsafe to unnecessarily 
request water, cold drink, tea, coffee, food etc. from an unveiled 
woman who has been specifically trained to speak softly and sweetly 
to all including non-Mahram men. However, there is no harm in 
eating any food etc. that she herself comes and places in front of you. 
If she asks you something, then keep your eyes lowered or closed and 
give a very brief answer in just one or two words so that she goes 
away quickly. 


Strictly refrain from exchanging questions and answers with her; 
do not ask her to bring you anything, because if you do, then she 
will return to give it to you and hence you will have created another 
situation to talk or look at her. In such situations, when your Nafs 
teaches you various excuses and tempts you to look at and talk to an 
unveiled woman then thinking of the following narration is beneficial, 
‘Any man who looks at the beauty of a non-Mahram woman, molten 
lead will be poured into his eyes on Judgement Day.’ 

(Hidayah, vol. 2, pp. 368) 


Can a woman travel alone? 


Question: Is it a sin for an Islamic sister to travel without a Mahram man? 


Answer: Yes. It is strictly Haram for a woman to travel a distance of 
three days without her husband or a Mahram relative. This is 
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Zahir-ur-Riwayah [see its meaning on the next page]. In fact, even if 
a woman can afford to perform Hajj but is not accompanied by her 
husband or a reliable Mahram man, then she cannot perform Hajj. 
If she does then she will be sinner, even though her Fard Hajj will 
be fulfilled. Latter jurists have prohibited a woman from travelling a 
distance of even one day without a Mahram man. 

(Derived from: Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 533 etc.) 

Page 752, volume one of Bahdr-e-Shanat published by Maktaba-tul- 
Madlnah states: It is prohibited for a woman to travel a journey of 
three days or more without a Mahram man. In fact, a one day journey 
is also prohibited. She cannot travel even with a non-pubescent 
child or a Ma’tuwh (this will be defined shortly). She must be 
accompanied by a pubescent male or her husband. (‘Alamgm, vol. i, 
pp. 142; Fatawa Razawiyyati referenced, vol. 10, pp. 657) The Mahram man 
must not be a major sinner, audacious and unsafe. 

Question: What is meant by a ‘three-day journey’? 

Answer: A three-day land journey means 57.5 miles. (Fatawa Razawiyyah 
referenced, vol. 8, pp. 270) This is almost 92km. 

Question: You previously mentioned the term, ‘Zahir-ur-Riwayah’, 
what does this mean? 

Answer: In HanafI Fiqh, ‘Zahir-ur-Riwayah’ are those rulings which 
are narrated in these six books by Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad 
Bin Hasan Shaybanl ijtfJJi i>5J: (1) Jami’ Saghlr (2) Jami’ Kablr 
(3) Siyar Kablr (4) Siyar Saghlr (5) Ziyadat (6) Mabsut. 

Question: With reference to Bahar-e-Shari’at, you mentioned a 
Ma’tuwh, who is this? 
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Answer: A ‘Ma’tuwh’ is someone who has less intelligence, weak 
thinking power, at times he talks like an intelligent individual but 
sometimes like a person who is not fully conscious, his lack of 
brain power has not reached the limit of insanity, and he does not 
pointlessly hit or swear at people. By Shari’ah, he is considered the 
same as a sensible child. (Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol 19, pp. 636) 

Is it permissible for a woman to fly alone in an aeroplane? 
Question: If a woman’s husband or Mahram is in another city or 
country and wants her to visit him, then can she travel alone in a 
bus, car, train, ship or aeroplane alone? 

Answer: No. 

Question: In this case would she not be disobedient to her husband? 

Answer: No. Amir-ul-Mu'minin, Maula-e-Kainat, ‘Ali-ul-Murtada, 
the lion of Allah 444.5 JisSihuj? reported this grand Hadis of the 

Beloved Prophet JUs-fesfe JfcSaiii J*: 4 Uil a£Us Si’ 

There is no obedience in disobeying Allah Js-sS^; obedience is only in 
pious actions. (SahTh Muslim, pp. 1023, Hadis 1840) 

The famous commentator, Hakim-ul-Ummat, Mufti Ahmad Yar 
Khan explains the word ‘permissible actions’ 

in this sacred Hadis: [Ma’ruf] is anything permitted by Islamic 

law; [Ma’siyat] is anything prohibited by Islamic law. 

(Mirat-ul-ManajTh, vol. 5, pp. 340) 

Can a woman stroll in her street for fitness? 

Question: If a doctor advises a woman to walk for a specific amount 
of time everyday but this is not possible for her inside her home 
then what should she do? 

113 


www.dawateislami.net 


Questions and Answers about Islamic Veil 

Answer: She is allowed to walk outside as long as she fulfils all 
conditions of veil; provided there is no other reason for it being 
prohibited. 

Now we only watch the Madani Channel 
Islamic sisters! Always remain associated with the Sunnah-inspiring 
movement Dawat-e-Islami. you will gain blessings and 

Divine favour. many spoilt families of society have 

pleasantly transformed due to the blessings of Dawat-e-Islami’s Madani 
Qafilahs. This is a summarised statement by an approximately 45 
years old Islamic sister from Shahdadpur (Bab-ul-Islam, Sindh): My 
family did not offer Salah. In fact, we had cable so we were film- 
and-drama-addicts. Due to a serious lack of religious knowledge and 
disconnection from pious company, our whole family had indulged 
in misdeeds. 

Fortunately in April 2009 a Madani Qafilah of Islamic sisters arrived 
in our area. During ‘the area visit for call towards righteousness’ the 
Islamic sisters of the Madani Qafilah visited our home as well. I 
accepted their invitation and attended the speech at their residing 
place. That speech transformed the world of my heart. I drowned 
into the ocean of regret, whilst thinking about how I had wasted my 
past life in sins. By the blessing of that Madani Qafilah 

of Dawat-e-Islami I was blessed with repentance. Not only myself 
but also my daughters began to offer the five daily Salahs and now 
the only channel we watch at home is Madani Channel. 

Dil ki kalak dhulay sukh say jlna milay 
Ao do chalayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 

Chuiayn bad- ‘adatayn, sab namazi banayn 

Pao gey rahmatayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 
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Black stains of heart will be washed and you will live in peace 
Come, come let’s go, come in the Qdfilah 

You will get rid of bad habits, everyone will start praying 
You will gain mercy, come in the Qdfilah 

(Jp aASI ijp \ 


Salah will protect you from sins 

Islamic sisters! Did you see the blessing of a Madam Qafilah? 

A family far away from Divine worship became punctual 
in Salahs! Every Muslim should offer Salah. due to the 

blessings of Salah, bad habits will be removed. Allah Ju-sS^ said in 
part 21 Surah Al-‘Ankabut verse 45: 

jmhi Ju3 o\ 

Undoubtedly, the prayerforbids one from indecency and evil thing. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 21, Surah Al-'Ankabut, verse 45) 

Copying the Prophet Wfi by shaking a dry branch 
What can we say about the excellence of Salah! It is stated on page 
76 of the 743-page book ‘Jannat Mayn Lay Jdnay Walay A’mal’ 
published by Dawat-e-Islami’s publication department Maktaba-tul- 
Madlnah: Sayyiduna Abu ‘Usman au. ja i&i ©a? said: I was standing 
under a tree with Sayyiduna Salman Farsi &o) when all of a 

sudden he (aitjtadii o?o) began to shake one of its dry branches until 
its leaves fell off. Then he (zu-jisSttsio??) said, ‘O Abu ‘Usman! Will 
you not ask me why I did this?’ I asked, ‘Why did you do this?’ He 
(fsi. jus alii cs?f) replied, ‘Once I was standing under a tree with the 
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Prophet of Rahmah and he JUsidhsjfeJfeSi&i J* did the 

same. He JUs«dh<s& JtsSiiitj* shook one of its dry branches until its 
leaves fell off and then said to me, ‘O Salman! Will you not ask me 
why I did this?’ I asked, ‘Why did you do this?’ He JUj<*!b<sfc JtsSalsi Jk 
replied, ‘Surely, when a Muslim does Wudu [ablution] properly and 
offers his five Salahs then his sins fall off like these leaves fall off.’ 
Then he j* recited this blessed verse: 

' 61 6-s^ 1*1 j 3 \ c 5 3 

Cjgjs 5 e\5 i ollid \ 

And /ree/3 the prayer established at the two ends of the day and in some 
parts of the night; indeed good deeds wipe out the evil deeds; this is 
an advice to those who accept advice. 

[Kanz-ul-hnan (Translation of Quran)] (Part 12, Surah Hud, verse 114) 

(Musnad Imam Ahmad, vol. 9, pp. 178, Hadis 23768) 


Can a woman visit a male doctor? 

Question: Can a woman have her pulse checked by a male doctor? 

Answer: If it is not possible to see a female doctor, then it is 
permissible for her to visit a male doctor. If necessary, a male doctor 
can look at a female patient’s body and also touch the area of pain, 
however, she can only reveal the ‘affected’ part of her body to him. 
If the doctor looks at or touches an unnecessary area of her body he 
is a sinner. If she requires an injection, then for this, she should seek 
the service of a female nurse, because men are not usually needed 
for this task. 
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Can a woman be injected by a man? 

Question: If there are no nurses available and it is necessary for a 
female patient to have an injection then what should she do? 

Answer: In case of really feeling impelled, she can let a man do this. 

Can a man be injected by a woman? 

Question: Can a man be injected by a woman? 

Answer: No. He can neither have any of his body part bandaged nor 
can he have his blood pressure checked nor have blood extracted by 
a woman. In conclusion, it is Haram for men and women to touch 
each others’ bodies without a valid Islamic reason. It is an act that 
leads to Hell. 

An iron nail hammered into his head 

Beloved Mustafa JUs-jibsjfeJfcSiii i J* said: For anyone of you to have an 
iron nail hammered into his head is better than touching a woman 
who is not Halal for him. 

(Al-Mu ’jam-ul-Kabir, vol. 20, pp. 211, Hadis 486) 

Is it permissible to be a nurse? 

Question: So are you saying that women cannot work as nurses? 

Answer: If the five conditions for women to work - mentioned on 
page 109-110 of this book - are met, then it is permissible to work 
as a ‘nurse’. These days, it seems extremely difficult to fulfil these 
conditions. To work as a nurse without fulfilling these Islamic 
conditions is a sin and will open many doors of social chaos. 
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Female Sahabiyyat treating patients! 

Question: Are there no reports of blessed Sahabiyyat ablest 
treating patients during Jihad? If there are then why are nurses not 
allowed to treat patients? 

Answer: The purpose of those Sahabiyyat was to attain 

Paradise but the goal of these nurses is to attain wealth; they strictly 
observed veil but in this profession unveiling is usually a condition; 
and there is a massive difference between a battle-field and a hospital. 
Even today, if Jihad became Fard-e-‘Ayn [absolutely compulsory] 
then adult men and wives must take part in war even if their parents 
or husbands do not allow them; whereas this is not the case in 
hospitals. However, if it is possible for her to fulfill all the previous 
conditions then it is permissible for her to work as a nurse. 

One case for the permissibility of being a nurse 

Question: Is there any case in which it is permissible for a woman 

to work as a nurse? 

Answer: Supposing there is a hospital in which there is no un-veiling 
at all, or situations where she does not touch, inject, tie a bandage etc. 
to any non-Mahram man and there is also no other Islamic reason 
of prohibition then being a nurse is permissible. 

My father got a job abroad 

Islamic sisters! due to Dawat-e-Island's blessings, the 

Sunnah is promoting in the four corners of the world. Come and 
brighten your heart with this faith-refreshing Dawat-e-Islami ‘story’. 
This is a summary of a statement by an Islamic sister from Bab-ul- 
Madinah (Karachi): Some time ago we were very stressed due to my 
father’s unemployment. In order to meet our many household 
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expenses, my father made many endeavours to travel abroad but he 
was not successful. One day, an Islamic sister advised my mother, 
‘There are many examples of prayers being answered in Dawat-e- 
Islami’s Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima’at, why not attend an Ijtima’ as 
well and pray for the solution of your problem’. 

So my mother attended an Ijtima’ and whilst there she prayed for my 
father to find a job. JU-tv- Only a few days after my mother 
attended that Ijtima’, my father succeeded in getting a job abroad. 
This made my entire family love Dawat-e-Islami. It is 

Dawat-e-Islami’s blessing that today there is a Madam environment 
in our house and I am serving Dawat-e-Islami as a humble preacher. 


Ghaybi imdad ho, ghar bhi abad ho 
Lutf-e-Haq daykh layn Ijtima’at mayn 

Chal kay khud daykh layn, rizq kay dar khulayn 
Barakatayn bhi milayn Ijtima’at mayn 

There will be unseen help and peaceful homes 
See Allah’s mercy in Ijtima’at 

Come and see for yourself, doors of sustenance will open 
You will gain blessings too in Ijtima’at 

(Jp if dill JLi (jp 1 jL*3 


Islamic sisters! The blessings of both worlds rain in Sunnah-inspiring 
Ijtima’at! Why won’t prayers be answered among devotees of the 
Beloved Prophet? Pious company has its advantages. What can we 
say about the closeness of good people! Here is a faith-refreshing 
narration about pious neighbours. Please read and refresh your 
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faith: The Greatest and Holiest Prophet JUs-dbssfcJfeSi&iJ* said, ‘Due 
to a pious Muslim, Allah removes calamities from 100 of his 
neighbouring homes.’ 

(Al-Mu’jam-ul-Awsat lit-Tabaram, vol. 3, pp. 129, Hadis 4080) 

The Islamic verdict about co-education 
Question: What is the Islamic verdict about co-education? 

Answer: Modern co-education for those who have reached puberty 
is completely prohibited, Haram and will lead to Hell. 

Woman and college 

Question: These days what dangers does a girl face in a school or 
college? 

Answer: Since women have entered schools, colleges and universities, 
a big door of chaos has opened, Firstly, the uniforms do 

not fulfil full veiling requirements. Even in places where the Burqa’ 
etc. is worn they are usually attractive and therefore, inappropriate. 

Secondly, young girls walking outside their homes freely create a 
thousand problems. Amongst college girls who interact informally 
with college boys, there are probably very few who preserve their 
‘chastity’. Stories of their love affairs and sins are published in 
newspapers every day. Sometimes, parents obstruct a love marriage, 
which leads many boys and girls to commit suicide. If a girl graduates 
and finds a job in an office she ends up committing more sins. It is 
almost impossible to avoid unveiling and informal socialising with 
non-Mahram men in offices. Every modest Muslim can understand 
its worldly and religious harm. Akbar IlahabadI rightly said: 
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Ta’lim-e-dukhtara n say yeh ummid hay zarur 
Nachay dulhan khushi say khud apni barat mayn 

By educating girls we can definitely expect 
Brides to dance happily in their own weddings 

Veil-observing girls find it harder to get married! 

Question: What if a family stops its girls from wearing veils, because 
it is hard to find someone who will marry a girl who does not have 
any college education, who is uninterested in fashion, simple and 
wears a veil? Is it right to think like this? 

Answer: This is a misconception. No matter whatever happens, a 
woman will get married where she is predestined to do. If she is 
not predestined to get married, then no matter how educated and 
fashionable she is, no force in the world can have her get married. 
And if a delay in marriage is in store for her, then that is her destiny. 
Many educated fashionable women and virgins die every day in 
tragedies or illnesses. Many young girls drown whilst enjoying a swim 
at sea. Some, due to unveiling and a fashion-craze, get caught up in 
the net of unreal love but find the door of love-marriage closed and 
resort to suicide. Never assume that you will only get what you 
want by the sins of unveiling and fashion-addiction etc. Please try 
to understand my message through this shocking story. My master 
A’la Hadrat narrated: 

Government job 

Sayyiduna Imam Sufyan Sauri told a man not to work for 

the government because it is difficult to avoid oppression and sin 
whilst serving rulers. The man asked, ‘What will I do about my 
family?’ He replied, ‘Listen to this! This man says: If I disobey 
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Allah He will feed my family but if I obey Him He Js-sS^ 
will leave me without food.’ (Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 23, pp. 528) 

Do not be afraid of tribulations 

No matter how harshly Islamic sisters are tested they must not stop 
observing ‘veil’. May Allah Js-s^ create ease for you for the sake of 
the princess of Paradise Sayyidatuna Fatimah and mother of all 
believers Sayyidatuna ‘Aishahu^dfesibics^. Surah Alam Nashrah in 
part 30 states: 


C Va>4 jv* ji! \ (£)\ Clj \ Q>5 

So indeed with hardship is ease. Indeed with hardship is ease. 
[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 30, Surah. Alam Nashrah, verse 5-6) 

Is it permissible to read novels? 

Question: These days women read novels and digests, please 
enlighten us regarding this matter. 

Answer: There are often blasphemous statements in newspaper 
articles, digests and novels. They also include articles written by 
heretics [i.e. those who hold corrupt beliefs] involving the risk of 
the destruction of the reader’s religion and faith. In Islamic law it is 
Haram for both men and women to read so-called religious books 
and articles of heretics. However, a staunch Sunni scholar is allowed 
to read them when and as much as necessary. Anyhow, this is a very 
delicate issue for women. My master A’la Hadrat JisS ^ said, 
‘A Sahlh Hadis states that you should not teach girls the translation 
(and commentary) of Surah Yusuf because it mentions the treachery 
of women.’ (Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 24, pp. 455) 

122 


www.dawateislami.net 


Questions and Answers about Islamic Veil 


We must ponder over it. Girls have even been prohibited from 
studying the translation and commentary of a Quranic Surah so 
that they do not take a negative effect. Now ask yourself, how it can 
be permissible for them to read newspapers, monthly magazines, 
digests and novels full of thousands of corrupt contents such as 
indecent pictures, shameless movie-promos etc.! Remember, these 
magazines are no less destructive for the afterlife of men either. 

Question: What Surahs should girls be taught? 

Answer: Girls should be taught the translation and commentary of 
Surah An-Nur. The Beloved Prophet j* said, ‘Teach 

your women how to weave cloth and teach them Surah An-Nur.’ 

(In old times, cloth used to be woven at home. This Hadis implies 
that one should teach them household chores such as sewing etc.) 

(Al-Mustadrak, vol. 3, pp. 158, Hadis 3546) 

It is reported that Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Bin ‘Abbas aIii afo¬ 

recited Surah An-Nur on the Mimbar [i.e. pulpit-like raised structure] 
during Hajj and explained it so beautifully that if the Romans had 
heard it they would have accepted Islam. (Tafsir-e-Madarik, pp. 793) 

Surah An-Nur is in the 18 th part of the Holy Quran. It consists of 9 
Ruku’ and 64 holy verses. It should definitely be taught to girls. 
In fact, all Islamic brothers and Islamic sisters should study its 
translation and commentary. 

Question: Which commentary of Surah An-Nur should we read? 

Answer: Khazain-ul-'Irfdn or Nur-ul-‘Irfan. If you wish to read a 
more detailed commentary then refer to the commentary of Surah 
An-Nur called ‘Chadar aur Char Diwan (Urdu) by Khalll-ul- 
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‘Ulama, Khalll-e-Millat, Mufti Muhammad Khalil Khan Qadirl 
Barakatl Marahrawi The speciality of this commentary 

is that the translation of the Holy Quran in it has been taken from 
Kanz-ul-Iman. 

I was fashionable 

Islamic sisters! Always remain associated with the Sunnah-inspiring 
Madam environment of Dawat-e-Islami. Here is a summarised 
statement by an Islamic sister who has mentioned the interesting 
reasons for her joining Dawat-e-Islami: I used to wear the latest 
fashionable clothes and wander around unveiled. One day some 
Islamic sisters came to our house. They explained the benefits of 
joining Dawat-e-Islami’s MadanI environment and asked us for 
permission to start a Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima’ in our house. We 
happily agreed. 

When the day of the Ijtima’ arrived I attended it. I was very 
impressed by the Islamic sisters’ simplicity, character and style of 
MadanI work. I was especially inspired by the heart-touching 
prayer at the end. It was the first time I heard such a prayer. Due to 
that Ijtima’ I was blessed with repentance and joined the MadanI 
environment. I got rid of my fashion-craze and began to wear simple 
clothing and now I am striving to make my afterlife better by doing 
Dawat-e-Islami’s MadanI work as a responsible Islamic sister of my 
locality at Zayll Halqah level. 

I regularly listen to a cassette-speech released by 
Maktaba-tul-Madinah every day. I thank Allah Js-sS*- for granting me 
such a great MadanI environment. I wish every single Islamic sister 
would join Dawat-e-Islami’s MadanI environment. 
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Smiling whilst talking is a Sunnah 

Islamic sisters! There is a famous saying, ‘ The thirsty person must 
walk to the well ’ but this Madam example tells of a well walking to a 
thirsty person, i.e. some Islamic sisters came to this modern Islamic 
sister’s house and held a Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima’ there, which 
changed her destiny and transformed her into a Madam Islamic 
sister. It is true that individually visiting people at their homes, 
meeting them politely with a smiling face and presenting them with 
Madam pearls lead many people to getting reformed. 

Smiling whilst talking is a Sunnah. If someone habitually 
smiled whilst speaking, then he will not receive the reward for 
following the Sunnah. When smiling you must have this intention, 
7 will smile with the intention to fulfil a Sunnah’. I wish we all had a 
habit of smiling whilst speaking with the intention to follow the 
Sunnah. Please accept another Madam pearl: Sayyidatuna Umm-e- 
Darda said about Sayyiduna Abu Darda MzJisSsti ‘He 

(.at jus Allied) smiled whenever he spoke. When I asked him about 
it, he answered, ‘I saw the Beloved Prophet of Allah 

(JUjdjljdiis jtsSaiii j*), he J* kept smiling whilst talking.’ 

(Makarim-ul-Akhlaq lit-Tabaram, Raqm 21) 

Is the veil not necessary these days? 

Question: What if someone says ‘Wearing a veil these days is not 
necessary’? 

Answer: Such comments are extremely absurd, adverse and 
ignorant. These comments indicate the rejection of the obligation 
(Fardiyyat) of Islamic veil, and rejecting the entire concept of 
Islamic veil is unbelief (Kufr). However, if someone believes in the 
obligation of Islamic veil but rejects a particular kind of it which is 
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not included in the fundamentals of the religion (Zaruriyat-e-Din) 
then he/she will not become an unbeliever (Kafir). 

You are like a family member 

Question: What about saying, 1 There’s no veil between you and your 
spiritual guide ’ or saying to non-Mahram relatives, neighbours or 
regular visiting family friends, ‘You are like a family member, we 
don’t need to observe veil with you ’? 

Answer: This is also complete absurdity and stupidity. Anyone who 
says such things must repent. It is necessary to observe veil with 
non-Mahram spiritual guide and every other non-Mahram relative, 
friend or neighbour. 

Man making woman wear bangles around her wrist! 

Question: Can a woman let a bangle-seller hold her hand and make 
her wear bangles around her wrist? 

Answer: Any woman who does this is a sinner and worthy of Hell. If 
her husband or Mahram male relatives do not despise and prevent 
this as much as they can, then they are Dayyus and worthy of Hell too. 
If a husband sees a man holding his wife’s hand he would probably 
pounce on him and want to beat him up, but unfortunately, when 
the same wife lets a man touch her hand to make her wear bangles 
around her wrists, her husband’s blood does not boil. 

When my master A’la Hadrat tsSs&iisv was asked about women 
letting shop-keepers make them wear bangles around their wrists, 
he ‘rfzj&gti answered: Haram, Haram, Haram, showing her wrist to 
a non-Mahram man is Haram, letting him hold her hand is Haram, 
any man that allows his wife to do this is Dayyus. 

(Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 22, pp. 247) 
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Despairing and discouraging response from people 
Question: Parents say, ‘We’re afraid of what people will say if we 
make our young daughter wear a veil, our relatives will say all sorts 
of things!’ 

Answer: A Muslim ought to fear Allah Js-sS^ and not society. The 
40 th blessed verse of Surah Al-Baqarah (part 1) states: 

And fear none but Me. (J ^ \ 3 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 1, Surah Al-Baqarah, verse 40) 

When someone truly fears Allah JsTk then Allah Js-sS^ helps her 
from the unseen and makes people respect her. 


Story 

Once a saint *fc l Hts s ii\bfv was surrounded by a group of unbelievers 
who withdrew their swords with the intention of murdering him, 
but their hands were paralysed and they could not strike their 
swords. When the saint saw this he started to cry. The 

unbelievers were puzzled and asked, ‘Why are you crying, you should 
be happy that you are still alive.’ He replied, ‘I am crying 

because I have been deprived of the blessing of martyrdom. If you 
people had killed me I would have succeeded because I would have 
deserved Paradise by the grace of Allah 

A) when the unbelievers heard his faith-refreshing reply, 
they all became Muslims. The saint who feared no one 

but Allah Jm 5£, touched their paralysed arms with his blessed hand, 
and Allah cured them all. 
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May Allah Js-sS^ have mercy on him and forgive us without 
accountability for his sake! 

&&&■****& ^]\ 

Nikal jaye dil say mayray khauf-e-dunya 
TujhT say damn mayn sada Yd IlahT 
Tayray khauf say Tayray dar say hamayshah 
Mayn thar thar rahun kanpta Yd IlahT 

May my heart get free from worldly fear 
May I always fear You only, O my Lord 
May I always tremble 
With Your fear, O my Lord 

(Jp (Jp 


Is it necessary to wear a veil in case of death in house? 
Question: If there is death in anyone’s house and people visit to 
express their condolences, then is it necessary to wear a veil even in 
such an emergency situation? 

Answer: In such circumstances, we ought to contemplate about 
death even more. The more you ponder about death the more you 
will feel like avoiding sins. Unveiling is also a sin, Haram and leads 
to Hell. So, in such cases, modest and Almighty-fearing Islamic sisters 
will observe veil even more. 

Son was lost, not modesty 

Sayyidatuna Umm-e-Khallad’s son was martyred in a battle. She 
QzjLzjkbiG?? came with a veil over face to the Greatest and Holiest 
Prophet enquiring about her son. Someone 

commented surprisingly, ‘You have a veil over your face even at 
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such a time!’ She replied, ‘I have lost my son not my 

modesty.’ (Sunan AbTDawiid, vol. 3, pp. 9, Hadis 2488) 

May Allah Js-sS^ have mercy on her and forgive us without 
accountability for her sake! 


Did you see? Sayyidatuna Umm-e-Khallad <&* wore a ‘veil’ 

despite her son’s death. The fact of the matter is that if someone 
fears Allah JmS*- and truly desires to practice Islamic law, then even 
the most difficult of tasks will become simple. And whoever falls for 
the tricks of her Nafs, will find even the simplest of tasks difficult. 
Undoubtedly if Islamic sisters fear the punishment of Allah and 

endure slight hardship because of wearing a veil, then this is not 
hard. Otherwise, no one can bear the punishment of Hell. Anyone 
who is firmly determined to follow any command of Allah JU-sU, so 
Allah will create ease for him. 

Daughter’s pain vanished 

Islamic sisters! An excellent method of acquiring the zeal to practice 
Islamic law is to travel with devotees of Rasul in Madam Qafilahs of 
the global & non-political movement of the Quran and Sunnah, 
Dawat-e-Islami. If you make a firm intention to travel 1 but then do 
not have the privilege to, then 6i you will still gain its 

spiritual benefits. Listen to and enjoy this faith-refreshing story 
about a fortunate Islamic sister who made an intention to travel in a 
Madam Qafilah. 

The following is a summarised statement of an Islamic sister from 
Bab-ul-Islam (Sindh): My daughter was experiencing severe pain in 


1 Please note 


that Islamic sisters’ Madam Qafilahs are no longer allowed. 
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her throat. Despite much treatment she did not recover. I made an 
intention to travel in a Madani Qafilah of Islamic sisters. I believe 
that my daughter was cured due to the blessing of my good intention. 
Later I fulfilled my intention by travelling in a Madani Qafilah of 
Islamic sisters. 

Fail ki barishayn, rahmatayn, na’matayn 
Ger tumhayn chahiye, Qafilay mayn chalo 
Dur bimariyan aur parayshaniyan 
Haun gT bas chal parayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 

If you want mercy, grace and bounties 
Then travel in a Qafilah 
Relief from illnesses and stress 
You will see, just come in a Qafilah 

(Jp (Jp IjLvS 


Can a man express condolences to non-Mahram female 
Question: If a relative of a non-Mahram female passes away, then 
can a man visit her to express his condolences? 

Answer: No. Sadr-ush-Shari’ah, Badr-ut-Tarlqah, ‘Allamah Maulana 
Mufti Muhammad Amjad ‘All A’zamI *1)1 said, ‘Only a 

woman’s Mahram relatives should console her.’ 

(Bahar-e-Shan’at, part 4, pp. 201) 

What is the ruling on visiting a sick non-Mahram person? 
Question: Can non-Mahram men and women not even visit one 
another in times of sickness? 

Answer: No. There is a big risk of getting inclined to each other on 
this occasion, which will cause major problems. 
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Questions and answers about childbirth 
Question: Can a man assist with childbirth? 

Answer: No man other than the husband should assist with childbirth 
because this involves great unveiling of the body. If possible, seek 
the assistance of a Muslim midwife at home; otherwise, seek the 
services of a hospital where only Muslim nurses carry out this task. 
In hospitals, it is necessary to make enquiries about this before 
admitting your wife because this task is often carried out by male 
doctors, and even medical students take part in delivery tasks, 
especially in government hospitals. Remember, a Muslim woman has 
to observe veil with a non-Muslim woman just as she has to do with 
a non-Mahram man. 

Allowing non-Muslim midwives to help with childbirth 

Question: Most midwives in non-Islamic countries are unbelievers, 
therefore, it is difficult to avoid the assistance of non-Muslim women, 
please guide us in this matter and be rewarded by Allah and 
thanked by people. 

Answer: It is not permissible for a Muslim woman to expose her 
Satr to a non-Muslim woman. This must be avoided. As long as a 
qualified Muslim midwife is available one must refrain from using a 
non-Muslim midwife. However, in times of necessity when a Muslim 
midwife is unavailable, as mentioned in the above question, then in 
such severe necessity there is no harm in using a non-Muslim midwife. 

Question: Should a brother-in-law meet his sister-in-law to 
congratulate her after she has given birth? 

Answer: Looking at or congratulating the sister-in-law or any other 
non-Mahram woman opens the door of major problems. 
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Is it enough to have a ‘veil’ in your heart? 

Question: Some unveiling women say things like, ‘You only need to 
have a veil in your heart!’ Please elaborate on this. 

Answer: This is an extremely fierce and dangerous strike of the 
devil. This outrageous statement rejects those blessed verses of the 
Holy Quran which command the concealment of the outer body. 
For example, verse 33 of Surah Al-Ahzab (part 22) states: 

And remain in your houses and do not stay unveiled like the unveiling 
of the former days of ignorance. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] 

The 59 th verse of this Surah states: 

O Prophet! Command your wives and your daughters and the women 
of the Muslims to cover their faces with a part of their headgear. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] 

Verse 31 of Surah An-Nur states: 

And they must not reveal their adornment. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] 

Anyone who completely denies the concept of concealing the body 
and says ‘You only need a veil in your heart’ will lose her faith. If 
she was married, then her marriage has broken as well, if she was a 
disciple, then her Bay’at has also broken, if she has already performed 
her Fard Hajj, then that has also been invalidated, and all her past 
virtues are wasted. She must repent from this unbelief, recite the 
Kalimah and become a Muslim again and marry the same husband 
again (if he does not want to marry her again, then she can marry 
anyone else) and if she wants to become a disciple, then she can do 
Bay’at with any qualified spiritual guide. However, if someone 
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believes that veiling is Fard (obligatory) but denies a specific kind of 
it which is not one of the fundamentals of religion (Zaruriyat-e- 
Din) then she is not an unbeliever. In order to learn the methods of 
repenting from unbelief (Kufr), renewing one’s faith and marriage, 
please refer to the 20-page short booklet called ‘28 Phrases of Kufr 
(Unbelief)’ published by Maktaba-tul-Madinah. May Allah 
protect our faith. 

^ jUl 


In reality our ‘outer bodies’ represent our hearts. If our hearts are 
good then their effect will be visible on our outer bodies. So only 
those people will observe veil whose hearts are good and submit to 
Allah’s command. My master A’la Hadrat said: To think 

that the inner self (heart) must be clean regardless of the outer state 
is a misconception. One Hadis states, ‘If his heart was sound, then 
his outer self would automatically be sound.’ 

(Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 22, pp. 605) 

Mental illness was cured 

Islamic sisters! What can I say about the blessings of Dawat-e-Islami’s 
Madam environment! In order to make a habit of reaping these 
blessings, please attend Dawat-e-Islami’s Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima’at. 
Ju-sv- aIhsTLs, oi, your problems will astonishingly be resolved and by 
Allah’s grace, you will receive Divine assistance from the unseen. 

This is a summarised statement by an Islamic sister of Kahror Pakka 
(Punjab, Pakistan): My younger brother was constantly stressed due 
to domestic problems and poverty etc. He slowly became depressed 
and would speak inappropriately. Eventually he began to contemplate 
suicide. I felt extreme sympathy for him but what can a woman do. 
Ji&djbjijSi I was already an attendee of Dawat-e-Islami’s Sunnah- 
inspiring Ijtima’, I whole-heartedly prayed there for my brother’s 
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health. After some time, Allah the Curer of all illnesses, cured 
my brother. Due to respecting my mother and father, 

he is now the apple of their eyes. 

Ay Raza her kam ka aik waqt hay 
Dil ko bhT dram ho hi jaye ga 

O Raza there is a time for everything 
Your heart will get its peace 

Islamic sisters! Did you see the blessing of attending a Sunnah- 
inspiring Ijtima’? Always remember that you should not attend an 
Ijtima’ with the sole intention of solving your problems. Definitely 
make the intention to seek knowledge and earn reward in the afterlife. 
J 4 . 5 V- Aj many weekly Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima’at are held in 
cities all over Pakistan and in many other countries, with observance 
of Shar’i veil. All Islamic sisters should attend Dawat-e-Islami’s 
Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima’at, and not just alone, in fact, you should 
personally and politely invite other Islamic sisters to also attend. 

MadanI pearl: Sayyiduna Jabir auAfcSii reported that the Beloved 
Prophet JUs-jlb j* said, ‘Every good deed is charity, and for 

you to meet your Islamic brother with a smile is also a good deed, 
and for you to add water to your brother’s vessel from your bucket 
is also a good deed.’ (Musnad Imam Ahmad, vol. 5, pp. Ill, Hadis 14715) 


What if someone hesitates to wear a veil? 

Question: Society has advanced greatly and there is a fashion-craze 
everywhere, so many sisters hesitate to wear a veil these days, what 
should they do? 
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Answer: Do not stop wearing the full Islamic veil because this is a 
great virtuous deed and unveiling is a severe sin. The more difficult 
you find it to observe veil the more reward you will 

gain. It is narrated, JJall’ The best act of worship is the 

one that involves more hardship. (Kashf-ul-Khifa, vol. l, pp. 141) 

Imam Sharafuddln Nawavl Jdi said, ‘The reward and 

excellence of a deed increases with its greater difficulty and 
expenditure.’ (Shark SahTh Muslim lin-NawavT, vol. 1, pp. 390) 

Sayyiduna ‘Umar Bin ‘Abdul ‘Aziz AstJMiA \c& said, ‘The best deed is 
the one which requires people to force their Nafs into doing it.’ 

(Ithaf-us-Sadah liz-ZabTdT, vol. 11, pp. 10) 

Sayyiduna Ibrahim Bin Adham said, ‘The harder an 

action in this world, the heavier it shall be on the Scales.’ 

(Tatkira-tul-Awliya, pp. 95) 

However, if someone has a problem with her own heart, then 
what can we say about her! The famous commentator, Haklm-ul- 
Ummat, Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan wrote on page 318 of 

Nur-ul-Trfdn, ‘If someone finds sin easy and worship difficult, then 
get informed that his heart contains hypocrisy. May Allah Js-sS^ 
protect us.’ 

r^jf i!s .4c Jus ito Ji ^111 f-f: (jUl 

Even the shroud of Sayyidatuna Fatimah was concealed! 
Question: It is said that Sayyidatuna Fatimah preferred 

that even her shroud should not be seen by any non-Mahram man! 
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Answer: Definitely. After the visible demise of the Prophet of 
Rahmah JUs «i)s jus abi j* the lady of Paradise, princess of the 
universe, Sayyidatuna Fatimah Zahra was so overtaken 

by the grief of being away from Mustafa JUs«ab$jisJks*i>i J* that she 
never smiled. She was only seen smiling once 

before passing away. The following is a report of that one occasion: 
All her life, the lady of Paradise i&u jus &iii concealed her body 
from the eyes of other men but was worried about men seeing her 
shrouded-body after her demise. On one occasion, Sayyidatuna 
Asma Bint-e-‘Umays Jus abi ^ said, ‘In Ethiopia, I saw people 
tying branches of trees together to make a type of palanquin for the 
corpse and then cover it with a cloth.’ Then she had some branches 
of date trees brought and joined them together and covered them 
with a cloth to show it to the lady of Paradise ^jus-dii Sayyidah 
Fatimah tjifcJusAiiio^ became very happy and smiled. This is the only 
instance of anyone witnessing her smile after the visible demise of 
our Greatest and Holiest Prophet JisSi&i j*. 

(Jaib-ul-Qulub - translation, pp. 231) 

Just look at the veil of the lady of Paradise tjitjusaiiics*?. 
A poet very rightly said: 

0*$J$J jl !>jj $®- 

Be pious and observe veil like Sayyidatuna Fatimah Zahra 
So that you see a child like Sayyiduna Imam Husayn in your lap 

Veil of Sayyidatuna Fatimah even on Sirat bridge! 

Question: Will people not see lady of Paradise jtsSiAics#? crossing 
the bridge of Sirat on Judgement Day? 
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Answer: ‘Allamah Jalaluddln Suyuti Shafi’I I**? has 

stated that Amir-ul-Mu'minin, Maula-e-Kainat, ‘Ali-ul-Murtada, the 
lion of Allah jiiSiiii narrated that the Noblest and Greatest 

Prophet JUs«dha#sJtrf*ti! j* said: On Judgement Day, an announcer will 
say, ‘O people! Lower your heads, close your eyes, so that Sayyidatuna 
Fatimah (tjajus^iii^) Bint-e-Muhammad j*) will cross 

Sirat.’ (Al-JamV-us-SaghTr, pp. 57, Hadis 822) 

The blessings of politeness 

Our Islamic sisters should also learn from the blessed biography of 
the lady of Paradise, Sayyidatuna Fatimah Zahra t£s.jus£i!i If you 
join Dawat-e-Islami’s Madani environment and regularly attend 
Dawat-e-Islami’s local weekly Islamic sisters’ Ijtima’ and regularly 
practice the Madani In’amat by doing Fikr-e-Madinah and filling in 
its booklet daily and then hand it in to your local responsible Islamic 
sister, then you will prosper. For your motivation, here 

is a summarised statement by an Islamic sister regarding a Madani 
Qafilah. 

I did not offer Salah and was crazy about foreign fashion. I was 
addicted to films and dramas. One day due to someone’s invitation 
I attended the last session of Dawat-e-Islami’s 3-day international 
Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima’ with a friend. Whilst there, two unfamiliar 
Islamic sisters took good care of us and made us feel very comfortable 
in their group. Coincidentally, they were from my locality so they 
invited us to attend the local weekly Wednesday Islamic sisters’ 
Ijtima’ but we did not pay any special attention. Despite this, they 
visited our house to give us an invitation for the Ijtima’. I half¬ 
heartedly agreed to attend out of courtesy and thought that I would 
attend just one local Ijtima’ but not again. However, what can I say 
about Dawat-e-Islami’s brilliant sisters! They did not lose hope and 
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remained in constant touch with me for my afterlife’s betterment, 
they remained compassionate and kind and continued to give me 
kind personal invitations. Eventually, their impressive characters 
melted my harder-than-stone heart and I gradually affiliated myself 
with this Madani environment with heart and soul. 

‘All kay wasitay suraj ko phayrnay wdlay 
Isharah ker do kay mayra bhT kam ho jdye 

O you who, for ‘All, caused the sun to rise after it had set! 

Please you only make a gesture, and I will prosper 

<Jp (Jlij 4I1I 


Women visiting holy tombs! 

Question: Can Islamic sisters visit cemeteries or the sacred tombs 
of saints? 

Answer: Some scholars have permitted the visiting of graves for 
women. This is the preferred opinion in Durr-e-Mukhtdr. However, 
if they visit the graves of close relatives they will cry and mourn. 
Therefore, it is prohibited. Visiting the graves of pious people for 
blessings is permissible for old women but forbidden for young ones. 
(Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 3, pp. 178) 

Sadr-ush-Sharl’ah, Badr-ut-Tarlqah, ‘Allamah Maulana Mufti 
Muhammad Amjad ‘All A’zamI said: And the safest 

opinion is that women should be totally forbidden because when 
visiting the graves of close relatives they will cry and mourn and 
when visiting the graves of pious people (JM aui 443 ^) they will 
exceed the limits of respect or act disrespectfully, both are common 
amongst women. ( Bahar-e-Shan’at, vol. 1, pp. 849) 
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My master A’la Hadrat ^ jus kt? mentioned the prohibition 
of women visiting graves in many of his writings. In one place he 
Jisa si' ^ said: Imam Qadi ‘Iyad Ju iav was asked if it was 
permissible for women to visit graveyards. He replied, 

‘You should not be asking whether or not this is permissible, rather 
you should be asking how much a woman is cursed for this. When 
she intends to exit her house to visit the cemetery, Allah JuW and 
angels curse her; when she exits her house, devils surround her from 
all directions; when she reaches the grave, the deceased’s soul curses 
her; she remains in the curse of Allah until she returns.’ 

(Fatawa Ramwiyyah, vol. 5, pp. 557) 

Should women visit Jannat-ul-Baqi’ or not? 

Question: When in Madlna-tul-Munawwarah can Islamic sisters 
visit Jannat-ul-Baqi’ and the tombs of the battle of Uhud martyrs 

Answer: No. 

Question: Can they not even offer Salam from outside the blessed 
cemetery? 

Answer: If they are coincidentally passing by Jannat-ul-Baqi’, 
Jannat-ul-Ma’la or any other Muslim cemetery or tomb of a saint, 
on foot or transport, without a specific intention of visiting these 
sacred places, then there is no harm in saying Salam from a distance 
without stopping. 

Women visiting the sacred tomb of the Holy Prophet Hi 
Question: Can Islamic sisters visit the luminous tomb of the Revered 
and Renowned Prophet 
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Answer: Yes, they can. It is not permissible for women to visit any 
blessed tomb other than that of our Holy Prophet 
Visiting this sacred tomb is a grand and auspicious Sunnah and is 
almost Wajib. The Holy Quran has declared it a glorious means of 
the forgiveness of sins. The 64 th verse of Surah An-Nisa (part 5) states: 

3 sl 3 \ \ 3 


And if when they do injustice to their souls, then O Beloved! They 
should come to you and then begforgiveness of Allah and the Prophet 
should intercede for them, then surely, they will find Allah the Most 
Relenting the Merciful 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 5, Surah An-Nisa, verse 64) 

A sacred Hadis states; ‘If anyone visits my grave, then my intercession 
shall become incumbent for him.’ (Dar Qutni, vol. 2, pp. 351, Hadis 2669) 

Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah reports the following Hadis of 

the Noblest Prophet J*, ‘Whoever performed Hajj but 

did not visit me has oppressed me.’ 

(Al-Kamil-fl-Pu’afd-ir-Rijal, vol. 8, pp. 248) 


So we learn that firstly, visiting the blessed tomb of the Holy 
Prophet is incumbent [close to Wajib], secondly, 

it is a means for the acceptance of repentance, thirdly, it is a way to 
earn his intercession and fourthly, it saves you from oppressing the 
Holy Prophet JT 5 jus aJLii J*. All these factors have made it 

necessary for all of the Blessed Prophet’s slaves and maids to kiss 
the soil of his glorious court, contrary to other graves and tombs, 
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because such emphasis has not been made regarding their graves, 
and there are risks of serious issues there. If they are graves of close 
relatives, then women will become impatient, and if they are the 
tombs of saints, then they will either be disrespectful or exceed the 
etiquette of respect due to their ignorance; this is usually noticed 
and observed. So it is safer for them to avoid visiting the tombs of 
saints and other graves. 

My master A’la Hadrat ^ jus jji kfv said: Visiting the graves of 
relatives, especially if the death is recent, will definitely revive grief 
in women, and when they visit the tombs of saints (JtsSAbi*$>,?) then 
there is a chance of one of the two evils occurring; either a lack of 
respect or an unlawful exaggeration of respect. Therefore, it is totally 
prohibited. This is why the author of ‘Ghunyah.’ declared this to be 
Makruh. However, visiting and kissing the soil of the Grand court 
of our Holiest Prophet jusibiJ* is the greatest of desirable 

actions. In fact, it is close to Wajib, we shall not prevent them from 
doing this, rather we shall teach them the proper manners of visiting. 

(Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 9, pp. 538) 

Can women visit historic sites in Madina-tul-Munawwarah! 
Question: During their visit to Haramayn Tayyibayn, can Islamic 
sisters visit the blessed birthplace of the Beloved and Blessed Prophet 
JU the caves of Hira, and Saur, Mount Uhud etc. or not? 

Answer: If they avoid mixing with men and fulfil all the requirements 
of veil, then they can visit. However, it is better for them to stay at 
their residence and perform worship, because it is extremely difficult 
for them to avoid mixing with men, especially during the blessed Hajj 
season. Even if they do visit these sites, then it is more appropriate 
for them to see these blessed historic sites from a distance whilst 
remaining in their vehicles. 

141 


www.dawateislami.net 


Questions and Answers about Islamic Veil 

Should women perform I’tikaf in Masjid-un-Nabawi or not? 
Question: Can an Islamic sister perform I’tikaf in the last ten days 
of Ramadan-ul-Mubarak in the specified female sections of the two 
Holy Masjids (Haramayn Tayyibayn)? 

Answer: No. 

Question: Can she perform I’tikaf in her rented accommodation? 

Answer: She can make an intention to specify a place in her 
accommodation for Salah, this specified place will become her 
‘house-Masjid’ (Masjid-ul-Bayt), she can do I’tikaf in that area. 

The veils of Sahabiyyat 

Question: Please tell us some blessed Ahadis about the veils of the 
Sahabiyyat 

Answer: Here are nine narrations about the veils of the Sahabiyyat 

1. Veiling face even in Ihram 

Umm-ul-Mu'minln Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddlqah jus aui 
narrates: During the Hajj -pilgrimage we were in the state of Ihram 
with the Beloved and Blessed Prophet dMaii J*. Whenever 

people travelled past us we used to pull our shawls over our heads 
and hang them in front of our faces, when they passed we exposed 
Our faces. (AbTDawud, vol. 2, pp. 241, Hadis 1833) 

Did you see! In a state of Ihram a pilgrim must not allow any cloth 
to touch his/her face, but even in this state the blessed Sahabiyyat 
concealed their faces from other men. Remember! In 
a state of Ihram it is Haram to touch cloth to the face. Therefore, 
they were careful to conceal their faces without letting their veils 
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touch their faces. It is worth remembering here that the Sahabiyyat 
concealed their faces and observed veil strictly even in 
normal situations. This is why the blessed Hadis declared prohibition 
from covering faces in the state of Ihram. 

A Hadis of Sahih Bukhari states that the Greatest and Holiest Prophet 
said, Sj ij <_^s£l5 ff In the state 

of Ihram, a woman must neither cover her face nor wear gloves. 


(Sahlh Bukhari, vol. 1, pp. 607, Hadis 1838) 


2. Black shawls of Ansar! Sahabiyyat 

Mother of the believers, Sayyidatuna Umm-e-Salamah 

narrated: When this blessed verse of the Glorious Quran was revealed: 



To cover theirfaces with a part of their headgear. 
[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 22, Surah Al-Ahzab, verse 59) 

So the women of the Ansar covered themselves with black shawls 
whenever they exited their homes. From afar, it looked as though crows 
were sitting on their heads. (Sunan Abl Dawud, vol. 4, pp. 84, Hadis 4101) 

3. Tearing a garment and turning it into two scarves 
Mother of the believers, Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddiqah 
narrated: When this holy verse was revealed: 



And to keep putting their head-coverings over their bosoms. 
[Kanz-ul-Imdn (Translation of Quran)] (Part 18, Surah An-Nur, verse 31) 
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Women tore their lower garments from the corners and covered 
their faces with them. (Sahih Bukhari, vol. 3, pp. 290, Hadis 4759) 

4. Careful about veil 

The wife of Abul Qu’ays breastfed the mother of the believers, 
Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddiqah Uit jus aIii && when she was a child. 
Therefore, Abul Qu’ays was Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddiqah’s Radai 1 
father and Abul Qu’ays’s brother Aflah was Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah 
Siddiqah’s Radai-uncle. After the blessed verses about veil were 
revealed, Aflah intended to meet Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddiqah 
taitjus&iji but she t^jusdd!^ refused in view of the commandment 

of veil. Sahih Bukhari states: Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddiqah t^jusdji^ 
said, ‘Let me first ask the Holy Prophet JUs-jabsjfeJfcSaiii J* whether or 
not I must observe veil with Aflah due to a Radai-relationship, 
because I think I drank Abul Qu’ays’s wife’s milk, but how does that 
make me related to Aflah?’ The Prophet of Rahmah JUs<d' 
said, ‘O ‘Aishah! Allow Aflah, he is your Radai-uncle.’ 

(Ibid, pp. 306, Hadis 4796) 

5. Scarves must not be transparent 

Sayyiduna Dihyah Bin Khalifah Ju= aii && said: Once some white 
thin Egyptian cloth was brought in front of the Revered and 
Renowned Prophet Jiss&iiij*. He JUs-jlb-sis JtsSsiii J* granted a 

piece of cloth to me as well and instructed, ‘Cut this into two pieces, 
use one to make a shirt for yourself and give the other to your wife 
to use as a scarf.’ The narrator states, ‘As I was about to leave, the 
Holy Prophet j* emphasised, ‘Tell your wife to wear 

another cloth beneath this so that nothing is visible beneath the 
scarf.’ (Sunan AblDawud, vol. 4, pp. 88, Hadis 4116) 


1 Radaat implies relationship formed on the basis of breastfeeding a baby under certain 
conditions. See its details in Bahdr-e-Shanat. 
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6. Tearing a transparent scarf 

Once mother of the believers, Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddiqah 
i#*. jus ablest was visited by Sayyidatuna Hafsah Cjitjusaiiics*? who was 
the daughter of her brother Sayyiduna ‘Abdur Rahman. Sayyidatuna 
Hafsah jus abi && was wearing a thin scarf at the time, so 
Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddiqah tjnfousaiiioA? tore the scarf and made 
her wear a thick scarf. (Muwatta Imam Malik, vol. 2, pp. 410, Hadis 1739) 

The famous commentator, Haklm-ul-Ummat, Mufti Ahmad Yar 
Khan commented on this Hadis: Meaning, she tore the 

scarf and turned it into two handkerchiefs so that it was no longer 
suitable to wear as a scarf but could be used as a handkerchief. 
Therefore, no one can object about why she wasted this 

cloth. He Js5 *i)i &&& also stated, ‘This is a practical example and 
proper education for girls. That scarf was transparent and revealed 
her niece’s hair, it did not properly cover the necessary parts of her 
body, which is why Sayyidatuna ‘Aishah Siddiqah t&s-JtiSaiji did 
this.’ (Mirat, vol. 6, pp. 124) 

7. Veil was symbol of free women in era of Holy Prophet |p 

Sayyiduna Anas Bin Malik said: The Beloved and Blessed 

Prophet JUs-jilts s«k JtsSabi resided in a place between Khaybar and 
Madinah Munawwarah for three days. During this 

stay, he married Sayyidatuna Safiyah tjujus&isi&fr 

and held a wedding-feast (Vallmah) for his honourable companions 

in which there was no bread or meat. He 
instructed for the dining-mat to be spread and the foods served on 
it were dates, cheese and ghee. This was the entire feast. However, it 
was not yet clear to the honourable companions whether 

Sayyidatuna Safiyah tsu-jusabics*? had become the Holy Prophet’s wife 
or maid (because she was a prisoner of the battle of Khaybar). 
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In order to resolve their confusion they thought that if the Beloved 
Prophet j* made her observe veil then that would mean 

he has married her and if he does not 

make her observe veil, then that means he jaiAij* has accepted 

her as a maid and not a wife. When the group began to travel, the 
Holy Prophet JUs-dbssfeJfaSi&i J* made room for Sayyidatuna Safiyah 
taut jus ai)io#i? behind himself and then made a veil between her and 
the Other people. (Sahih BukharT, vol. 3, pp. 450, Hadis 5159) 

8. Veil in every situation 

Sayyidatuna Umm-e-Khallad’s son was martyred in a battle. In 
order to enquire about him, she went to see the Noblest Prophet 
J* with a veil over her face. On seeing her, someone 
said surprisingly, ‘Even now you are wearing a veil!’ She 
replied, ‘I have certainly lost a son but not my modesty.’ 

(Sunan Abi Dawud, vol 3, pp. 9, Hadis 2488) 

9. Why did wife exit the house? 

Sayyiduna Abu Sa’Id KhudrI jus able**? said: A young companion 

had recently got married. One day, he returned 

home and saw his bride standing outside their house. He 
was so furious that he withdrew his spear and rushed towards her. 
She stepped back in panic and cried, ‘My master! Do not hit me, I 
am innocent, go inside and see for yourself what has brought me 
out.’ When the companion went inside, he saw a dangerous 

and venomous snake curled up on the bed. He frantically 

struck the snake with his spear. The snake wriggled painfully and 
bit him just before it died. The bashful companion sitjUiAiiio*? also 
tasted the fruit of martyrdom due to its venom. 

(Sahih Muslim, pp. 228, Hadis 236) 
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Misbehaving with a woman caused a war 
You can estimate the religious-modesty of that blessed generation of 
Muslims from this story written by ‘Allamah Ibn Hisham 
in As-Slrat-un-Nabawiyyah : In the Holy Prophet’s time, a Muslim 
woman, with a veil over her face, went to a market of the Bani 
Qaynuqa’ tribe in order to sell some items. After selling her item, 
she sat down in a Jewish jeweller’s shop. Whilst speaking to her, the 
Jew attempted strongly to convince her to remove her face-veil but 
she refused, then he behaved inappropriately with her and laughed 
aloud. The woman cried for help. A Muslim man attacked the Jewish 
jeweller and killed him. Other Jews in the market congregated and 
martyred the Muslim. 

Consequently, there was a fierce battle between the Muslims and the 
Jews, which is referred to in history as the battle of Banu Qaynuqa’. 

( As-Slrat-un-Nabawiyyah li Ibn Hisham, vol. 3,pp. 44) 

(Jp dill Joi ijp 


Women and shopping centres! 

Question: Can Islamic sisters buy things in shopping centres? 

Answer: The environment in shopping centres these days is mostly 
full of shamelessness and sins. Women are very sensitive, therefore, 
it is safer for them to stay away from shopping centres. My master 
A’la Hadrat said: A woman blows hot and cold and causes 

mischief. She is like a box of gunpowder; the slightest contact with 
fire will make her explode. Her intellect is deficient, her origin is 
crooked, and she has a hundred times more lust than a man. 

(Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 22, pp. 212) 
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Keep women restricted to home! 

Imam Muhammad Bin Ahmad ZahabI (^isJbiisj*s«U- (who passed 
away in 748 AH) has stated: It is narrated that woman should be 
concealed, so detain her in home. When she intends to exit her home, 
her family asks, ‘Where are you going?’ She answers, ‘I am going to 
console a sick person.’ The devil remains with her until she exits her 
home. She cannot earn the pleasure of Allah JmS*- (by doing such a 
good deed as visiting sick people etc.) as she can, by worshipping 
Allah JU-slt at home and by obeying her husband (in permissible 
matters). (Kitab-ul-Kabair, pp. 203) 

Men should do the shopping! 

Question: These days husbands and Mahram men are usually lazy 
in household shopping. Therefore, mostly women go to buy things 
such as meat, fish, vegetables, clothes and other household items, is 
this permissible? Are husbands and Mahram men committing a sin 
in this case? 

Answer: If men do not do household shopping due to laziness, they 
are being incredibly careless because their wives, mother, sisters or 
daughters will then exit their homes in order to buy household 
necessities from non-Mahram men. Although it is not basically 
prohibited for women to do shopping, these are troubled times. The 
environment of markets today is extremely inappropriate. These 
days, it is very difficult for even a veiled woman to visit a market 
and return without committing any sin. If a woman goes to the 
market without wearing a veil, i.e. her hair, ears, neck etc. are 
exposed, or she is young and her wandering outside poses a risk of 
misbehaviour, and the men of her house do not stop her despite being 
able to, then these men are shameless (Dayyus) and she is a sinner 
(Fasiqah). In spite of all efforts, if men do not do the shopping and 
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there is no other way of obtaining necessary goods, such as making 
an unattractive old woman do the shopping or sending for things 
by phone, then whilst fulfilling the requirements of the veil, women 
can do the shopping. 

My master A’la Hadrat, Maulana Shah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan 
said in Fatawa Razawiyyah, volume 6, pages 487-488: If 
a man’s wife walks around outside unveiled, such that any part of 
her body that must be concealed e.g. arms, stomach, hair, any part 
of her shins etc. are exposed, or she wears thin clothing that exposes 
the colour of her body, and he is aware but does not make his 
best attempts to stop her from this, then he is a sinner (Fasiq) and 
shameless (Dayyus). The Greatest and Holiest Prophet j* 

said, ‘Three people will not enter Heaven, he who hurts his parents, 
a shameless man (Dayyus), and a woman who adopts masculine 
Styles.’ (Al-Mustadrak, vol. 1, pp. 253, Hadis 252) 

Durr-e-Mukhtar states, ‘Any man who has no shame regarding his 
wife or any Maharim female relative is shameless (a Dayyus).’ 

(Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 6, pp. 113) 

A’la Hadrat ajfcjUMiifcss? further wrote: Similarly, if a woman is young 
and could cause mischief in case of walking around freely and he 
does not prohibit this despite being aware, then he is openly 
shameless (Dayyus), even if she exits her home fully covered. It is a 
sin to allow such men to lead Salah and offering Salah behind them 
is Makruh Tahrimi and close to Haram. One must not offer Salah 
led by them, if one does then he must repeat that Salah. 

(Fatawa Razawiyyah referenced, vol. 6, pp. 487, 488) 

(Jp (Jlij 4lll Joi q -^^-1 (jp \ jL *& 
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Questions and answers about women sitting in taxis! 
Question: Is it permissible for an Islamic sister to sit alone with a 
non-Mahram male driver in a rickshaw, car, or taxi without her 
husband or a reliable Mahram man? 

Answer: Two things are very important here: Firstly it is Haram for 
a woman to be alone with a non-Mahram man. The Beloved and 
Blessed Prophet t j* warned, ‘Beware, no man is alone 

with a (non-Mahram) woman except that there is a third one with 
them, the devil.’ (Sunan-ut-Tirmizi, vol. 4, pp. 67, Hadis 2172) 

The famous commentator, Hakim-ul-Ummat, Mufti Ahmad Yar 
Khan gave the following comments about this blessed 

Hadis in Mirdt, volume 5, page 21: Whenever a man is alone with a 
non-Mahram female, however, pious they might be, even if they are 
together for a religious cause, the devil will most certainly instigate 
evil between them and arouse their sexual emotions. There is a risk 
of them committing fornication! Therefore, one must be very very 
cautious of such seclusion. It is necessary to avoid the causes of evil. 
If you want to prevent fever, prevent the cold. (Mirat) 

‘Allamah ‘Abdur Rauf Manawl 4 j' made the following 

comment about this blessed Hadis: Whenever a woman is alone with 
a non-Mahram man, this is a profitable opportunity for the devil. 
He makes them have indecent thoughts in their hearts, arouses their 
sexual emotions, and incites them both to be shameless and commit 
sin. (Fayd-ul-QadTr Shark Al-JamV-us-Saghir, vol. 3,pp. 102, Taht-al-HadTs 2795) 

We learn that it is absolutely prohibited for a non-Mahram man and 
woman to be alone together. Not only is this an opportunity for the 
devil to tempt them both to sin, it is also a place of accusation; in 
fact, there is even a risk of fornication. Secondly, to avoid situations 
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of danger and misbehaviour is vital for every Islamic sister. However, 
there is no limit to risks of danger and misbehaviour. Never mind 
non-Mahram men, even Mahram men may be risky. Not only in 
solitude in fact there are risks even in public places. Even though 
the ruling for an Islamic sister sitting alone in a taxi with a non- 
Mahram driver is not exactly the same as seclusion (with a man in a 
house) but both situations are similar, and there are more possibilities 
of danger in vehicles like a taxi where the passenger cannot easily be 
seen and heard by people. News about people being kidnapped by 
drivers are common. 

It is especially dangerous when the driver’s identity, residence, 
background etc. are unknown. In big cities, there is usually no 
familiarity between drivers and passengers. In reality, women are 
sensitive and usually the focus of male attention; these days times are 
so bad that the only reason for many people refraining from sins is 
the absence of sin-opportunities, but if they ever get the chance to 
sin they will leap to it. In such unfavourable times, it is the personal 
responsibility of all Islamic sisters to live cautious lifestyles. 
Therefore, it is safer for a young woman to not travel alone, even in 
her own city, in a rickshaw or taxi without a Mahram man or a safe 
and reliable woman. The more the risk of trouble increases, the more 
the need for caution increases. 

Question: If the driver is a reliable non-Mahram close relative, is 
the Islamic sister still not allowed to travel alone with him in a taxi 
or car within her city in case of necessity? 

Answer: It is permissible for an Islamic sister to travel alone with a 
reliable non-Mahram close relative within her city in case of necessity, 
but if she is young then extreme caution must be taken. Even when 
travelling with a close non-Mahram male relative, she should try to 
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take a Mahram male or a safe reliable woman with her. Even if her 
close-relative non-Mahram male is reliable and she must go 
somewhere within her city then she must cover herself fully and 
avoid informality. She must avoid travelling with an audacious and 
informal male relative. 

Question: Can more than one veiled Islamic sisters sit together in a 
taxi driven by a non-Mahram man? 

Answer: More than one Islamic sister travelling within the city is 
definitely less dangerous but the level of danger can vary depending 
on whether an area is crowded or isolated, and the type of locality. 
Some neighbourhoods are so dangerous that even Islamic brothers 
fear to enter them, let alone Islamic sisters. Therefore, even when 
Islamic sisters travel in groups they should only do so after careful 
consideration. 

Question: If an Islamic sister sits in a taxi with her husband or one 
or more Mahram men, then can one or more other Islamic sisters 
sit with them? 

Answer: If the other Islamic sisters are fully veiled and that Islamic 
sister and her husband or Mahram men are reliable and well 
acquainted and trustworthy, then they can travel with them in a car, 
taxi etc. within the city. However, it is important that the Islamic 
sisters do not sit with any non-Mahram male, they should sit apart 
from each other or have the non-Mahram Islamic brother’s wife or 
Mahram female relative sit in between them. 

Women behaving informally with domestic servants! 
Question: Can Islamic sisters laugh and speak casually with house¬ 
hold servants and security guards? Does a woman have to observe 
veil with her servant or driver? 
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Answer: If the security guard, servant, driver, gardener etc. are non- 
Mahram men, then she must observe veil with them too. Talking to 
them informally, laughing and joking with them, not observing veil 
with them is Haram and leads to Hell. If her husband is aware and 
does not stop her from doing this then he is shameless (Dayyus) 
and worthy of hellfire. Even if the servant is a 12 year old boy, the 
Islamic sister should observe veil with him because he is a Murahiq 
(close to reaching puberty). 

Islamic sisters and travelling in the path of Allah! 

Question: Can an Islamic sister embark on a Sunnah-inspiring 
journey in the path of Allah? 

Answer: She can, with her husband or a Mahram, but she must be 
extremely cautious. The following is an answer by my master A’la 
Hadrat j&iias? about a question regarding wandering around 
with a woman: Wandering around with a woman is a very vague 
description! What type of woman, why is he wandering with her, is 
she his servant or wife, or JU-sv-AiJisUi are they in an illicit relationship, 
and if she is a servant, then is she young or old beyond the age of 
lust? Does he only use her for minor things such as cooking etc. or 
does he spend time alone with her as well? If she is his wife, then does 
he make her observe veil or let her walk around unveiled? If she is an 
old woman beyond the age of lust or she is a young woman and he 
only uses her for minor services and he does not stay alone with her 
either, because there are other people present or she is his wife and 
wears a veil then there is no harm. (Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 23, pp. 95) 

Therefore, if an Islamic sister travels in the path of Allah with her 
husband or a Mahram man, then it is necessary for her to consider 
a few things: Firstly the veil, secondly, she must not be alone with 
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non-Mahram men, thirdly, she should not stay in the house of any 
non-Mahram man during her journey. In other words, there should 
not be any non-Mahram men there or the place should be empty or 
there should only be reliable Muslim women there. If these conditions 
are fulfilled, then she can stay there. 

Six Madani parables of Madam Qafilahs 
Islamic sisters! In order to be steadfast in the Islamic veil please travel 1 
in Sunnah-inspiring Madani Qafilahs with the female devotees of 
the Holy Prophet and admirers of Madinah. There are 

many examples of fascinating outcomes of Dawat-e-Islami’s Madani 
Qafilahs; e.g. countless Islamic sisters who grew up in society polluted 
with fashion-craze, obscenity and nudity, withdrew themselves from 
this sin-sandpit and became followers of the mothers of all believers 
and the princess of both worlds, Sayyidatuna Fatimah tju-jusallied. 
Those who did not use to offer Salah became regular in Salah; those 
who wandered in shopping centres and mixed public-venues with 
their scarves hung around their necks and those females who enjoyed 
visiting night-clubs and cinemas were blessed with the blessings of 
the shame and modesty of Karbala’s chaste princesses 
to the extent that the full Madani veil became an inseparable part of 
their attire. They adopted this Madani goal: 7 must strive to reform 
myself and people of the entire world, JU-sh-ddkT—soi’. 

Sometimes, by the grace of Allah Js-sSs- faith-refreshing miracles occur. 
For example, patients get cured, childless women have children, 
sufferers gain relief, etc. Here are 6 Madani examples for your 
encouragement and inspiration. 


1 Please note that Madani Qafilahs of Islamic sisters are no longer allowed. 
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1. Relief from kidney pain 

This is a summary of a statement by an Islamic sister from Hyderabad 
(Bab-ul-Islam, Sindh): I had such severe kidney pain that I could not 
feel relief until I took two injections. Luckily, a Madam Qafilah of 
Islamic sisters arrived in our area. By Allah’s gifted ability, I also 
joined them in a short lesson of Sunnah. Whilst there, I started feeling 
my kidney-pain again until night fell. They offered some food to 
me, it was rice, I got scared because if I ate rice it would worsen my 
pain but then I decided to eat some because it was blessed food and I 
hoped that, nothing would happen to me. 

After eating, instead of increasing my pain vanished. 

Dard gurday mayn hay yd masanay mayn hay 
Is ka gham mat karayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 

Manfa ’at akhirat kay bananay mayn hay 
Yad Us ko rakhayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 

Whether you feel pain in your kidney or intestine 
Don’t worry come in a Qafilah 

Benefit exists in making your afterlife better 
Remember this, come in a Qafilah 

(Jp (Jp 


2. A paralysed man instantly recovered 

In connection to this, it is stated on page 349 of the 1022-page 
book ‘ Faizdn-e-Sunnaf published by Dawat-e-Islami’s publication 
department Maktaba-tul-Madinah: In the MadanI 

environment of the global & non-political, Salah and Sunnah 
preaching movement Dawat-e-Islami, Islamic brothers take part in 
collective-I’tikaf in Masajid in the last ten days of Ramadan-ul- 
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Mubarak where Mu’takifln learn about the Sunnah. Many wicked 
individuals of society repent of their sins and begin a new chapter 
in their lives. Sometimes, by Allah’s mercy, faith-refreshing miracles 
occur too. 

In Ramadan-ul-Mubarak 1425 AH approximately 2000 Mu’takifin 
participated in the collective-ftikaf in Dawat-e-Islami’s international 
Madam Markaz Faizan-e-Madlnah, Bab-ul-Madinah Karachi. One 
of them was a 77 year-old Hafiz Muhammad Ashraf from Chakwal 
(Punjab, Pakistan). Hafiz Sahib’s hand and tongue were paralysed 
and he could no longer hear. He was very strong-faithed. One day, 
during the Iftar-dinner, he ate some of a preacher’s food believing 
that it would bless him. He also asked h im to recite some holy words 
and blow on him. Hafiz Sahib’s faith worked a miracle. By Allah’s 
mercy, he was cured. he was not paralysed anymore. In 

the presence of thousands of Islamic brothers, he stood on the 
Faizan-e-Madlnah stage and passionately narrated the story of his 
recovery. On hearing this fascinating news, the air began to echo with 
chants of ‘Allah, Allah, Allah’. Many local newspapers also published 
this inspiring news. 

Dawat-e-Islami kl Qayyum, dauno jahan mayn mach jaye dhum 
Is payfida ho bachchah bachchah. Yd Allah mayri jhauli bhar day 

O Qayyum may Dawat-e-Islami, flourish in both worlds 
May every child get loyal to it, O Allah fill my begging bowl 

(Jp (Jp \ 


3. Recovery of a blood-pressure patient 

This is a summary of a statement by an Islamic sister from Bab-ul- 

Madinah (Karachi): I used to have low blood-pressure, but since 
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travelling in a Madani Qafilah of Islamic sisters I no longer suffer 
from this illness. 

High BP ho, ger yd kay low ho magar 
Fikr hi mat karayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 

Rab kay dar per jhukayn, iltijayain karayn 
Bab-e-rahmat khulayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 

Whether your BP is high or low 
Do not worry come in a Qafilah 

Bow in your Lord’s court and make prayers 
Doors of mercy shall open, come in a Qafilah 

(Jp (Jp 


Calamities removed from 100 homes 

Islamic sisters! Madani Qafilahs are amazing, they include righteous 
companies and enormous blessings. What can I say about the 
companionship of pious devotees of the Beloved Rasul and lovers of 
Madlnah! The closeness and friendship of righteous people is a huge 
blessing, it saves people from worldly calamities and problems and 
leads to great advantages in the afterlife. The Prophet of mankind, 
the Peace of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind 
said, ‘Due to a pious Muslim, Allah removes 
calamities from 100 of his neighbouring houses.’ 

(Al-Mu’jam-ul-Awsat, vol. 3, pp. 129, Hadis 4080) 


3. Peaceful sleep 

This is a statement by an Islamic sister (who was approximately 
55 years old): I used to experience severe pain in my foot which 
kept me awake all night. If I nodded off, I had nightmares which 
would awaken me again. in March 2009,1 travelled with 
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a Madam Qafilah of Islamic sisters. At night, when it was rest-time, 
I had such a peaceful sleep that I had not experienced in years. These 
are the blessings of Madam Qafilahs. 

Us ki qismat pay fida takht-e-shahi ki rahat 
Khak-e-Taybah pay jisay chayn ki mnd ayl ho 

I would sacrifice the comfort of a king’s throne on the destiny of the one who 
Slept peacefully on the soil ofMadinah 

(Jp (Jp 


Islamic sisters! The peace of hearts exists in the remembrance of 
our Creator as is stated in verse 28 of Surah Ar-Ra’d, part 13: 

AiL l \ djA 

Those who believed and whose hearts gain solace from the 
remembrance of Allah; pay heed! Only in the remembrance of Allah 
is the solace of hearts! 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 13, Surah Ar-Ra’d, verse 28) 

J&frAldJudXl In Madam Qafilahs, the stories and events of the pious 
are abundantly mentioned, and wherever pious Muslim men and 
women are mentioned the Allah’s mercy showers down. Sayyiduna 
Imam Sufyan Bin ‘Uyaynah said, JsS 35sf 

i.e. Allah’s mercy descends when the pious are mentioned. 

(Hilyat-ul-Awliya, vol. 7, pp. 335, Raqm 1075) 
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So why would there not be solace wherever mercy descends! If you 
cannot find peace and tranquillity in showers of mercy then where 
will you find it? The previous ‘Madam parable’ also mentioned 
nightmares, so here is a MadanI cure for this problem extracted 
from page 223 of the 448-page book ‘Madani Treasure of Blessings’ 
published by Dawat-e-Islami’s publication department Maktaba-tul- 
Madlnah: Recite 21 times every day. If you have nightmares, 

JU-tSi you will not be scared. (Duration for treatment: Until 

you are cured.) 

Pdiin mayn dard ho, zan ho yd mard ho 
Qdfilay mayn chalayn, Qdfilay mayn chalo 

Liii layn rahmatayn, khiib layn barakatayn 
Khuwab achchay dikhayn, Qdfilay mayn chalo 

If you have pain in your foot, man or woman 
Come in a Qafilah, come in a Qafilah 

Accumulate mercy and collect blessings 
You will see good dreams, come in a Qafilah 

(Jp (Jp 


4. Recovery from neck-pain 

This is a statement by an Islamic sister from Ghotki (Bab-ul-Islam, 
Sindh): I had severe neck-pain for about one and a half month. I 
had treatment many times but there was still no permanent relief. 
When I travelled in a Madani Qafilah with female devotees of the 
Noblest Prophet and those of Madlnah in the Madani environment 
of the global & non-political movement for preaching the Quran 
and Sunnah, Dawat-e-Islami, I gained many blessings, one of them 
was that my neck-pain vanished. 
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Dard gardan mayn ho yd kahin tan mayn ho 
Dard saray miiayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 
Ker safar ayain gT to sudhar jayain gT 
Ab na sustl karayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 

Whether you have pain in your neck or anywhere else in your body 
All your pains will vanish, come in a Qafilah 
Do not be lazy now, come in a Qafilah 

Astonishing story about a blind child 

Islamic sisters! What can I say about the blessing of Madam 
Qafilahs! Ai i^&Jf! Even though a Madam Qafilah traveller’s 
neck-pain vanished, we must remember this ‘Madam pearl’: Instead 
of decreasing it is also possible for a Madam Qafilah traveller’s pain 
to increase. If this happens to anyone, he should neither get tricked 
by the devil nor get angry about ‘Madam Qafilahs’! A Muslim should 
thank Allah Js-sS^ in all conditions. Undoubtedly, none amongst us 
can understand His will and wisdom. There is wisdom in granting 
cure and also wisdom in increasing an illness. There is wisdom in 
giving someone sight and also in making someone blind. In connection 
with this, here is an astonishing story about a blind child. 

Page 252 of the 300-page book ‘Ansuon ka Darya published by 
Dawat-e-Islami’s publication department Maktaba-tul-Madlnah 
states: Sayyiduna ‘Isa Ruhullah -Ssji. ss iXn *ju. fc saw some children 
playing inside a stream. One of them was blind, the other children 
dipped his head into the water and ran away from him. The blind 
child searched for them but failed. They repeated this several times. 
Sayyiduna ‘Isa -AsJts sjuaji aAz. 3 ^ began to ponder about him 
and then prayed to Allah for bestowing eyesight upon him. 
Allah blessed the child with eyesight. When he opened his eyes 
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and saw the children, he grabbed one of them and held his head 
under the water until he died, then he leapt for another one and did 
the same to him as well. This situation frightened the other children 
and made them flee the scene. 

Sayyiduna ‘Isa v&sjbSjUJi^sfefcS J*- was amazed to witness this and 
prayed, ‘O Lord! O my Creator Js-Lk! You know their creation 
better, please return this boy to his former condition.’ Allah 
sent a revelation to Sayyiduna ‘Isa ‘I know more 

than you.’ Sayyiduna ‘Isa fell in prostration. 

(Ansuon ka Darya, pp. 252) 

5. Indigestion and vomiting cured 

This is a statement by an Islamic sister from Ghotki (Bab-ul-Islam, 
Sindh): I suffered from typhoid which ruined my digestive system. 
Whenever I ate anything, I instantly vomited. When I travelled in a 
Madam Qafilah of Dawat-e-Islami with some Islamic sisters and ate 
according to the Sunnah, I did not vomit or experience any stomach- 
pain. After seeing this blessing, I made an intention to travel in 
Madam Qafilahs in the future and also personally encourage other 
Islamic sisters to travel in Madam Qafilahs too. 

Gar hay dard-e-shikam, mat karayn is ka gham 
Sath Mahram ko layn, Qafilay mayn chalo 
Tangdasti miiay, diir afat haiay 
Laynay ko barakatayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 

If you have stomach-pains do not be afraid 
Take a Mahram with you, come in a Qafilah 
Poverty will vanish, problems will disappear 
To get blessings, come in a Qafilah 

(Jp (Jp 
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Islamic sisters! Sunnahs are great and contain blessings! Practicing 
a Sunnah in a Sunnah-inspiring Madam Qafilah with devotees of the 
Holy Prophet and admirers of Madinah is something marvellous! 
If only we would have enthusiasm for practicing the Sunnah in 
everything we do. 

Muhammad kT Sunnat kT ulfat ‘ata ker 
Mayn ho jaun in per fida Yd Ilahl 
Mayn Sunnat kT dhumayn machatl rahiin kash! 

Tu dlwanT aysT band Yd Ilahl 

Grant me love for Muhammad’s Sunnah 
May I be sacrificed for him O Lord 
I wish I remain spreading the Sunnah 
Make me such a lover O Lord 

(Jp (J\*j itll Joi (jp 


6. The lost gold ear-ring turned up 

This is a summary of a statement by an Islamic sister from Bab-ul- 
Madlnah (Karachi): I lost a gold ear-ring. For three days I searched 
for it but did not find it. Then one day a Madani Qafilah of Islamic 
sisters arrived in our area so I prayed, ‘O Allah js-s5*4 By the blessing 
of this Madani Qafilah, make me find my lost gold ear-ring.’ 

by the blessing of this prayer I easily found it and 
amazingly I found it in a place where I had searched it dozens of 
times! After seeing this blessing I also made the intention to travel 
in a Madani Qafilah. 

Kho gaye zaywrat, ayain phayla kay hath 
‘Arz Haq say karayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 

Gham kay badal chatayn, dil kT kaliyan khilayn 
Dar karam kay khulayn, Qafilay mayn chalo 
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If you’ve lost jewellery come and spread your arms 
Plea to your Lord, come in a Qafilah 

Clouds of grief will vanish, buds of your heart will blossom 
Doors of mercy will open, come in a Qafilah 

(Jp aASI (Jp 


Greatness of Heaven 

Islamic sisters! Did you see! Due to the blessing of a Madam Qafilah 
someone found a lost gold ear-ring! This is actually a minor 
material object. travellers of Madani Qafilahs will also 

find Heaven. How great Heaven is! Pages 15-16 of the 

176-page book ‘Bihisht ki Kunjiydn published by Dawat-e-Islami’s 
publication department Maktaba-tul-Madinah state: In Heaven, there 
are streams of sweet water, honey, milk and pure wine. 

(Sunan-ut-Tirmizi, vol. 4, pp. 257 Hadis 2580) 

When Heaven’s residents drink from the water-stream, they will 
gain a life without death and when they drink from the milk-stream, 
their bodies will become so healthy that they will never be weak 
again, and when they drink from the honey-stream, they will gain 
such health that they will never experience sickness again, and when 
they drink from the wine-stream, they will experience such energy 
and happiness that they will never experience sadness again. These 
four streams will fall into a pool named the Hawd-e-Kawsar. This is 
the Holy Prophet’s pool which at this moment is inside Heaven but 
shall be brought to the field of resurrection on Judgement Day. The 
Prophet of Rahmah j* will give his followers water 

from this pool. (Ruh-ul-Bayan, vol. 1, pp. 82, 83) 
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Islamic sisters and call to righteousness 

Question: Can Islamic sisters stand at the doors of neighbouring 

Islamic sisters in order to preach? 

Answer: They can, if they observe veil strictly, but Islamic sisters will 
have to be extremely cautious in this matter. 

Voice got better! 

Islamic sisters! In order to accumulate heaps of benefits in the 
worldly life and the afterlife, please take part in the area visit for call 
towards righteousness at least once a week according to the Dawat-e- 
Islami’s prescribed instructions. What can I say about the blessings 
of the area-visit for call towards righteousness! For your inspiration, 
here is a pleasant and fragrant Madam Qafilah parable. 

This is a summarised written statement by an Islamic sister from 
Punjab (Pakistan): An Islamic sister in our area had an illness in her 
throat. She could not speak clearly. Her voice was inaudible even to 
the one sitting next to her. Doctors had suggested an operation and 
also told her that it would result in either her voice getting better or 
losing it altogether. Meanwhile, an Islamic sister of Dawat-e-Islami 
encouraged her to participate in the area-visit for call towards 
righteousness and she agreed. When that Islamic sister returned 
from the area-visit, amazingly, her voice had improved. 

The next day, she attended Dawat-e-Islami’s weekly Sunnah-inspiring 
Ijtima’ for Islamic sisters and her voice became so clear that it 
appeared as though she never had a problem in the first place. So 
due to the blessing of participating the area-visit and Sunnah- 
inspiring Ijtima’, she was fully cured from her illness. 
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Aminah kay Lai, Sadaqah Fatimah kay Lai ka 
Dur ab to shamatayn ker baykas-o-majbur ki 
Bahr-e-Shah-e-Karbala, haun dur afat-o-bala 
Ay HabTb-e-Rab-e-Dawar, baykas-o-majbiir ki 

OAminah’s beloved son! For the sake ofFatimah’s beloved son 
Remove the problems of this helpless and needy one 
For the sake of Karbala’s king, remove calamities and troubles 
From this helpless and needy one, O Beloved of Allah 

(Jp (Jlij dill J Jjo t_^^-l (jp ljl_*2 


Islamic sisters! There are many blessings in the area- 

visit for call towards righteousness, no one can estimate the spiritual 
reward for inviting others towards good and preaching goodness. 
Imam Abu Nu’aym Ahmad Bin ‘Abdullah AsfahanI *£* <>3J 
wrote in Hilyat-ul-Awliya: Allah js-sS^ sent a revelation to Sayyiduna 
Musa Kallmullah .-Juw sXJc\ ^ 5 <>, ‘Learn good things yourself 
and teach them to others, I will illuminate the graves of those who 
learn and teach good deeds so that they do not experience any type 
of fear.’ (Hilyat-ul-Awliya, vol. 6, pp. 5, Raqm 7622) 

This narration teaches us how much spiritual reward is granted for 
learning and teaching about virtuous deeds. Islamic brothers and 
sisters who spread the message of righteousness, deliver Sunnah- 
inspiring speeches or lessons are extremely lucky. the 

insides of their graves will be illuminated and they will experience 
no fear. for the sake of the Beloved Prophet’s light, the 

Islamic brothers and sisters who learn and teach good deeds via 
invitations to goodness through their personal efforts, encourage 
travelling in Madam Qafilahs and filling in Madam In’amat 
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booklets every day by doing Fikr-e-Madinah, give invitations to 
Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima’at, and listen to virtuous invitations by male 
or female preachers, the graves of these Islamic brothers and sisters 
will also be glowing with light. 


Madani Mashwarah of Islamic sisters! 

Question: Can Islamic sisters get together for a Madani Mashwarahs 
to discuss the progress of preaching-related Madani activities? 

Answer: Yes, they can meet up with each other for a Madani 
Mashwarah; providing they make sure they are fully veiled and fulfil 
other requirements. 

Exiting the house during the period of ‘Iddat to 
learn Sunnahs? 

Question: Can Islamic sisters exit their homes to learn or teach 
Sunnahs during their period of‘Iddat for death or divorce? 

Answer: No. 

Ijtima’ for Islamic sisters! 

Question: Is it permissible for Islamic sisters to organise Sunnah- 
inspiring Ijtima’at consisting of Zikrullah Na’ats, Sunnah- 
inspiring speeches, prayer etc. whilst fully veiled? 

Answer: It is important to teach Islamic sisters about the Quran 
and Sunnah so that they know how to live an Islamic life. There are 
various ways to do this such as; giving them Sunnah-inspiring 
speech cassettes to listen to, and books of reliable Sunni scholars for 
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reading, congregating somewhere to learn about Faraid and Sunan 
whilst fully veiled. 

The famous commentator, Hakim-ul-Ummat, Mufti Ahmad Yar 
Khan said, ‘These days, women should not be prevented 

from attending and sitting separately in Masajid whilst fully veiled 
because nowadays women do not avoid visiting cinemas and market 
places. If they visit Masajid, then at least they will learn something 
religious.’ (Mirat-ul-Manajih, vol. 2, pp. 170) 

In another place he ksf-s- says, ‘We should educate women using 

books and booklets; or knowledgeable women should teach those 
women who have no knowledge or they should listen to Islamic 
teachings from a male speaker whilst fully veiled in a completely 
separate building or from behind a large curtain, however, great 
caution is required in this third case.’ (Fatawa Na’miyyah, pp. 48) 

It is Haram for a non-scholar to deliver a speech 
Question: If an Islamic sister is not a scholar, can she deliver a 
speech in a Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima of Islamic sisters? 

Answer: If she does not have a considerable amount of knowledge, 
then she must not deliver Islamic speeches. My mater A’la Hadrat 
stated on page 378, volume 23 of Fatawa Razawiyyah : In 
delivering speeches and everything else, the top priority must be given 
to the permission of Allah Js-sS^ and His Beloved Rasul J*. 

If someone does not possess enough knowledge, then it is Haram 
for him to deliver a speech, it is also impermissible for anyone to 
listen to his speech. If j«5&rtl)lsUs someone is a heretic (with corrupt 
believes), then he is a deputy of the devil, and it is strictly Haram to 
listen to him (he must be banned from public speaking in a Masjid). 
If someone is (not a heretic but his speech is) likely to provoke 
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turmoil, then the Imam and Masjid-attendees have the right to ban 
him from speaking. No one has the right to stop a qualified correct 
beliefs-holding Sunni scholar from delivering speeches. Allah 
says in the 114 th verse of Surah Al-Baqarah (part 1): 

And who is more unjust than one who prevents the name of Allah 
from being mentioned in the Masajid. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 1, Surah Al-Baqarah, verse 114) 
(Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 23, pp. 278) 

Definition of a scholar 

Question: So then is it necessary to do Dars-e-NizamI (scholar- 
course) in order to become a preacher? 

Answer: Dars-e-NizamI is not a condition for becoming a scholar 
nor is merely a Dars-e-NizamI certificate sufficient. In fact, knowledge 
is the required factor. My master A’la Hadrat Jtss said: A 
scholar is someone who is totally aware of the Islamic creed and is 
constant and can deduce his necessary rulings from books without 
anyone’s help. Knowledge can also be acquired by studying books 
and constantly listening to scholars. 

(Taken from: Ahkam-e-Shan’at, part 2, pp. 231) 

So we learn that in order to become a scholar, a Dars-e-NizamI 
certificate is neither necessary nor sufficient; knowing Arabic, 
Persian etc. is also not a condition. In fact, it is knowledge that 
makes a person scholar. My master A’la Hadrat hr? said, l A 

certificate is of no importance. Many certificate-holders are empty 
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of knowledge and are not even worthy of being students of some 
non-certified scholars. They must have knowledge.’ 

(Fatawa Ramwiyyah, vol. 23, pp. 683) 

you can also acquire necessary knowledge about beliefs 
and jurisprudential issues and hence become a ‘scholar’ by studying 
and understanding many Urdu books such as Fatawa Razawiyyah, 
Bahar-e-Shari’at, Qdnun-e-Shari’at, Nisah-e-Shanat, Mirdt-ul- 
Manajih, ‘Ilm-ul-Quran, Tafsir-e-Na’imi, Ihya-ul-‘Ulum (translated) 
etc. and also by frequently asking scholars questions about religious 
issues. Doing ‘Dars-e-Nizamf in addition to this, would be even 
better. 

Speeches by a non-scholar 

Question: Is there anyway for a non-scholar to deliver a speech? 

Answer: An easy way for a non-scholar to deliver speeches is to get 
pages from books by Sunni scholars photocopied, stick them in a 
note book and then read those pages in front of an audience. She 
should not say anything off by heart. She should certainly not give a 
personal interpretation of any holy verse or blessed Hadis. This is 
because it is Haram to give a personal commentary 1 . 

It is Haram to prove things using Quranic verses in light of 
your personal opinion and to explain Ahadls using your own 
understanding, even though your personal interpretation may be 
correct. Beloved Mustafa j* said, ‘Whoever interprets 

the Holy Quran without knowledge should make Hell his abode.’ 
(Sunan-ut-TirmizT, vol. 4, pp. 439, Hadis 2959) 


1 A personal commentary is a Quranic commentary based on one’s personal opinions 
without any narrated (Shar’I) proof. 
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My master A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, scholar of Sharl’ah, 
guide of Tarlqah, Ash-Shah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan ^ sjU. 

gave the following guidelines to a non-scholar about delivering 
speeches, ‘If an ignorant Urdu speaker does not give any personal 
opinions; in fact, he reads a scholar’s book, then there is no harm in 
this.’ ( Fatawa Raz.awiyyah, vol. 23, pp. 409) 

Important advice for preachers 

Question: Some Dawat-e-Islami Muballighln and Muballighat speak 
off by heart as well, what advice do you have for them? 

Answer: If they are scholars, then there is no harm. If not, then 
Muballighln and Muballighat who are non-scholars must follow the 
aforementioned guidelines, they must only read what Sunni scholars 
have written. If you see a non-scholar delivering a speech off by 
heart in a Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima, then senior responsible persons 
of Dawat-e-Islami should stop him/her. All Muballighln and 
Muballighat and speakers who are non-scholars should not deliver 
speeches off by heart. 

My master A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, scholar of Sharl’ah, 
guide of Tarlqah, Ash-Shah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan kr* 
gave the following guidelines to a non-scholar about delivering 
speeches, ‘If an ignorant Urdu speaker does not give any personal 
opinions, in fact, he reads a scholar’s book, then there is no harm in 
this.’ He uasjUMii further stated, ‘If an ignorant person himself sits 
to speak, then it is Haram for him to deliver a speech and it is also 
prohibited for anyone to listen to it, and Muslims have the right, 
in fact it is their duty to prevent him from speaking because this 
is prevention of evil and preventing evil is compulsory (Wajib).’ 
pl&l jUd &\j (Allah Js-sSs- knows the most.) 
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Should Islamic sisters recite Na’ats? 

Question: Can Islamic sisters recite Na’ats amongst other Islamic 
sisters? 

Answer: Islamic sisters should recite Na’ats amongst other Islamic 
sisters without a speaker system and without letting their voices 
reach any non-Mahram man. Using a speaker system is prohibited 
because whilst reciting a Na’at or delivering a speech, it will be 
almost impossible to avoid letting their voices be heard by non- 
Mahram men. No matter how much someone insists that their voices 
are inaudible outside the tents or homes, experience has proven the 
opposite. In fact, in big Ijtima’at, the microphone system is often 
operated by men! Sag-e-Madlnah was told that once whilst a 
woman was delivering a speech in an Ijtima’, some men heard her 
feminine voice and one shameless man said, ‘What a beautiful 
voice! If her voice is so beautiful, then how beautiful her face would 
be!!! AVlSjs't? 


Islamic sisters should not use microphones 
Remember! In Dawat-e-Islami’s female Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima’at, 
speaker systems are banned. Therefore, no matter whatever happens, 
Islamic sisters must refrain from delivering speeches or reciting 
Na’ats using microphones. 

Remember! If, despite her voice reaching non-Mahram men, any 
woman audaciously continues to speak and recite then she is a sinner 
and deserves the punishment of Hell. My master A’la Hadrat 
aifcjiss^ 1 4^1 1 was asked, ‘A few women gather in a house to celebrate 
Mllad and their voices are audible from outside home. Similarly, in 
Muharram, they recite a book about martyrdom aloud together, is 
this permissible?’ 
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My master A’la Hadrat JU5 aji kfv answered, ‘Not permissible, 
because the voice of a woman should also be concealed; a non- 
Mahram man listening to a woman’s attractive voice causes Fitnah 
[mischief] (Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 22, pp. 240) 

A woman’s melodious voice 

My master A’la Hadrat «£& Jtss ^ ksh- gives the following answer to 
another question, ‘It is Haram for a woman to recite loudly in a 
beautiful voice in a way that non-Mahram men can hear her tunes.’ 
Faqih Abul Lays Samarqandi’s ‘NawaziT states, ‘A woman’s beautiful 
voice should be concealed.’ Imam Abul Barakat Nasafi’s ‘Kafi’ 
states, ‘A woman should not recite the Talbiyah (i.e. ‘SZi [Lilli ulg]’) 
loudly because her voice should be concealed. 

‘Allamah Shami quji states, ‘It is prohibited for a woman to 
raise her voice, to lengthen and to shorten it, to speak softly, and to 
speak with short pauses like poetry, because in all these cases, men 
will be seduced towards them and be lustfully aroused. This is why 
a woman is not allowed to call the Azan.’ ilslj (And 

Allah Js-sft knows the most.) 

(Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 2, pp. 97; Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 22, pp. 242) 

My voice stuttered 

Islamic sisters! Servitude to Beloved Mustafa J* is the 

global & non-political movement Dawat-e-Island's speciality, its 
affiliates are sometimes favoured with blessings from Allah 
leaving the human intellect astounded. This is a statement by an 
Islamic sister from Bab-ul-Madinah (Karachi): Before joining 
Dawat-e-Islami’s fragrant Madam environment, I was engulfed in 
various sins and was wasting my precious life’s priceless moments. 
Approximately 12 years ago, I had a sudden heart-attack and fainted. 
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After I regained consciousness, I could not speak, I could only speak 
with gestures. After medication my condition improved but I still 
stuttered whilst speaking, and whenever I went near smoke I began 
to cough and struggled to breath and could not speak. This continued 
for about one month. One day I was so sad about my illness that I 
cried my eyes out. During this, I fell asleep. i^sS\\ I dreamt of 
a saint who said to me, ‘Do not worry, soon you will 

get better. When you get better, do come to Faizan-e-Madinah.’ 

After seeing that dream, every day my health slightly improved 
more than the previous day. As soon as I was healthy enough to go 
anywhere, I attended the sisters’ Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima’ in Dawat-e- 
Islami’s international Madani Markaz Faizan-e-Madinah. That 
Ijtima’ changed my life forever, I made a firm intention in my heart 
to devote my entire life to Dawat-e-Islami. I busied myself with 
performing Dawat-e-Islami’s Madani work. 

JtfesSi. aIj ^sJf! One of the blessings of this Madani environment is 
that there used to be a time when I stuttered whilst talking, but now 
I recite Na’at in praise of my Beloved Prophet J* in 

local sisters’ Ijtima’at. Now my voice does not stutter, nor do I cough 
or have any other throat-problems. 

(Jp (Jl*j ijF' 


Islamic sisters! Allah’s mercy searches for minor things. Sometimes, 
‘Whoever cries succeeds’, when that Islamic sister shed tears, Allah’s 
mercy turned to her and her problem was solved! 

(Jp (Ji*j ihi jj-i’ (Jp 
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Calling each other from balconies! 

Question: Is there anything wrong with Islamic sisters speaking to 
female neighbours in a loud voice from their balconies? Similarly, is 
it appropriate for women living in apartments above or below each 
other to call out to one another and have loud conversations? 

Answer: This is very inappropriate, because in this kind of talking, 
there is a strong chance of non-Mahram men hearing their voices. 
If Islamic sisters have something important to say to female 
neighbours, then they should use phones or intercoms. 

Scolding children! 

Question: What about Islamic sisters raising their voices when 
shouting at their children? 

Answer: It is a very inappropriate and unwise act for Islamic sisters 
to shout at their children in a voice that is audible outside their 
homes. Shouting at children in minor matters is also unwise because 
this will make the children even more ‘stubborn’. Therefore, 
mothers should use compassion more than constant chastisement. 
Constantly humiliating children in front of others wih make their 
little hearts ‘disobedient’. Complaining about the child to a noble 
person in front of him with comments like, ‘ Please tell him, he’s very 
annoying and naughty, he doesn’t listen to his parents’ etc. is unwise, 
because rather than improving, the child will feel, ‘My parents have 
humiliated me in front of so and so’. 

These days many parents are distressed by their disobedient children. 
It would not be a surprise if one of the causes for this is excessive 
unnecessary scolding during adolescence and repeatedly humiliating 
and embarrassing them in front of other people. 
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Hay falah-o-kamram narmi-o-asani mayn 
Her band kdm bigaf jata hay nadanT mayn 

Success and prosperity exist in softness and gentleness 
Every good thing falls apart with foolishness 

Can women watch videos of Na’ats? 

Question: Can Islamic sisters watch a video of male naat reciters? 

Answer: I personally strongly disapprove of this. Firstly, the ‘magic’ 
of a sweet voice, secondly, images of young men (dressed in fancy 
studio outfits, with ‘Artificial Nur on the reciter’s face as a result of 
studio lighting), and thirdly, their hand gestures; all create a strong 
chance of arousing a woman’s emotions and can cause punishment 
for her rather than spiritual reward. 

Can women listen to Na’at cassettes or not? 

Question: So then can Islamic sisters not listen to Na’ats recited by 
non-Mahram men on cassettes either? 

Answer: Listening to and reciting Na’ats is definitely a virtuous act; 
however, a woman should not listen to a Na’at recited by a non- 
Mahram because his melodious voice could be problematic for her. 
Sahlh Bukhari mentions that the Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor 
of Ummah, the Owner of Jannah had a companion 

called Anjashah who recited melodious poetry to make 

camels move faster. His voice was extremely melodious. (Once 
whilst some men and women were travelling together, Sayyiduna 
Anjashah was singing some poetry) The Noblest Prophet 

JUs-J) 3 MU.Jusiiii j* said to him, ‘O Anjashah! Quietly; lest you break 
these fragile bottles.’ (Sahlh Bukhari, vol. 4,pp. 158, Hadis 6211) 
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The famous commentator, Hakim-ul-Ummat, Mufti Ahmad Yar 
Khan a&Ji a writes in the commentary of this blessed Hadis, 
‘That is, there are also women travelling with us whose hearts are 
weak like fragile bottles. They are easily influenced by melodious 
voices, and singing could incline them towards sin, therefore stop 
singing.’ (Mirat-ul-ManajTh, vol. 6, pp. 443) 

Islamic sisters should not listen to Na’at cassettes! 

So we learn that the hearts of women are like fragile glass. They 
should not listen to melodious poetry by non-Mahram men with 
beautiful voices. Melody has a type of magic. Men and women can 
easily be excited by listening to each others’ melodies. 

This is why Sag-e-Madlnah has suggested that Islamic sisters 
should avoid listening to Na’ats recited by non-Mahram men. They 
should not even listen to male Na’at-reciters on cassettes. They 
should also avoid copying tunes of male Na’at reciters because this 
could incline their hearts towards those male reciters. It does not 
take long for the devil to cause trouble. (Non-Mahram) Men and 
women should avoid anything that makes them have thoughts of 
each other and gives the devil an opportunity to mislead them. 


Can islamic sisters listen to Na’ats by deceased men? 
Question: Can Islamic sisters listen to Na’ats recited by deceased men? 

Answer: There is no harm in listening to recorded Na’ats and 
copying the tunes of deceased men because there does not seem to 
be a risk of ‘excitement’ here. For example, the late Nigran of 
Dawat-e-Islami’s Markazi Majlis-e-Shura, Bulbul-e-Rauda-e-Rasul, 
HajI Muhammad Mushtaq ‘Attari u had a very melodious 
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voice. There is no harm in listening to his cassettes and copying his 
tunes. However, if the devil creates filthy thoughts in the mind of an 
Islamic sister even whilst listening to a deceased Na’at-reciter’s voice, 
then she should refrain from listening to it. 

Madani Channel made me wear a Madani Burqa’l 
Islamic sisters! What can I say about the benefits of Dawat-e-Islami’s 
Madani Channel! This channel is playing a vital role in reforming 
Muslim. Here is a summary of a statement by an Islamic sister from 
Bab-ul-Madlnah (Karachi): There was a time when I did not wear 
a veil, but then Dawat-e-Islami gave us the huge gift of ‘Madani 
Channel’. As a result of watching it, the father of my children and 
I became punctual in Salah. 

One day, I listened to a Sunnah-inspiring speech about ‘The 
Importance of Veil’ on Madani Channel. When the father of my 
children heard it, he was so inspired that he encouraged me to start 
wearing a Madani veil and forbade me from going to the market 
etc. unnecessarily. By the blessing of Dawat-e-Islami’s 

Madani Channel I repented of unveiling and now I do not wear a 
beautiful, or head-revealing and men-attracting veil, in 

fact, I only wear a fully Islamic Madani veil. 

Madani Channel Sunnataun kl laye ga ghar ghar bahar 
Madani Channel daykhnay walay banayn parhayzgar 

Madani Channel will promote Sunnahs in every house 
May Madani Channel viewers become pious 

(Jp (Jlij 4I1I Joi <— 
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Islamic verdict about Islamic sisters watching 
Madani Channel 

Islamic sisters! What can I say about the benefits of Madani Channel? 
J!m5£a43lisJI! Some non-Muslims have accepted Islam due to watching 
Madani Channel! Many Muslims who did not use to offer Salah have 
started offering Salah, many sinners have repented and now follow 
the Sunnah. Madani Channel is a one hundred percent 

Islamic channel, it has no music or female-images. What does 
Madani Channel contain? It contains Faizan-e-Quran, Faizan-e- 
Hadls, Faizan-e-Anbiya, Faizan-e-Sahabah, and Faizan-e-Awliya. It 
contains Quranic recitations, Na’at and Manqabat, heart-warming 
and heart-trembling scenes of humble and tear-jerking prayers and 
invocations that compel viewers to cry and become excited with 
Prophetic love; Dar-ul-Ifta Ahl-e-Sunnat, Spiritual and Medical 
cures, Sunnah-inspiring Madani pearls, and plenty of Madani 
parables for the betterment of afterlife. 

In short, Madani Channel is a channel that enables people to acquire 
a vast amount of knowledge whilst sitting at home! However, Islamic 
sisters should think 112 times before watching Madani Channel 
because most of the men viewed on Madani Channel are young; and 
women are fragile bottles that are easily damaged. «dbi SLii, they 
must not fall into the sin of misusing their eyes. 

Sadr-ush-Shari’ah, Badr-ut-Tariqah, ‘Allamah Maulana Mufti 
Muhammad Amjad ‘All A’zamI ^ wrote on page 86 part 
16 of Maktaba-tul-Madinah’s published book Bahar-e-Shari’at: The 
ruling for a woman looking at a non-Mahram man is the same as for 
a man looking at another man; this is when the woman is certain 
that looking at him will not arouse her, if she even doubts about 
being aroused, then she must not look at him. (‘Alamgm, vol. 5, pp. 327) 

178 


www.dawateislami.net 


Questions and Answers about Islamic Veil 


Aqa ki haya say jhuki rehti thin nigahayn 
Ankhaun pay mayrl behan laga Qufl-e-MadTnah 

Our Beloved Prophet’s eyes would remain lowered due to shyness 
Place a Madani-lock on your eyes O my sister 

Should a woman go to exorcist or not? 

Question: Should Islamic sisters go to exorcists for an amulet 
(Ta’wiz) etc.? 

Answer: If it is not possible for them to use home-treatment then 
they should obtain a Ta’wiz etc. via a Mahram male relative. If there 
are no such male relatives either then women can visit a female 
exorcist whilst observing veil completely. If there are no female 
exorcists or despite visiting one, the problem was not yet resolved, 
then they can visit an old pious male exorcist. If this is not possible 
either then they can visit any Muslim exorcist, but whenever they 
exit their homes for a valid Islamic reason it is important to wear 
the full veil as described earlier. Neither speak informally with a soft 
and tempting voice, nor be alone with the exorcist. Visiting any 
exorcist who behaves informally with women, laughs with them, or 
talks to them about his achievements is extremely dangerous. If 
anyone sees an exorcist who gives special attention to women, phones 
them personally, or instructs women to meet him alone so that he can 
treat them carefully, then run away even from the shadow of such 
an exorcist or else one may have to regret throughout her life. 

Can women wear make up? 

Question: Can women adorn themselves and wear tight or thin 
garments? 

Answer: Using permissible make up is allowed only within the four 
walls of their homes and only for their husbands. «JL)i SU* it is 
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strictly prohibited and a sin for women to make themselves attractive 
for non-Mahram men by wearing make-up, fashionable clothes, 
using perfume, etc even when exiting home with a valid Islamic 
reason such as visiting Mahram relatives. This is common among 
women these days. Wearing a thin scarf that reveals the colour of 
their hair; or thin socks that reveal their shins; or tight clothes that 
reveal the shape of any part of the body e.g. raised chest in front of 
non-Mahram men is Haram and leads to Hell. 

Naked despite being clothed! 

Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah jus reports the following sacred 
Hadis of the Beloved and Blessed Prophet JUs-ab-sfe jiaaiit J*; There 
shall be 2 groups of people in Hell who I have not yet seen (in this 
blessed era but they will appear in the future), the first are women 
who will be naked in spite of being dressed, they will mislead others 
with indecent acts and be misled themselves, their heads will be like 
the leaning humps of BukhtI camels, they shall not enter Paradise 
nor will they smell its fragrance, and its fragrance is smelt from such 
and such a distance. (Sahih Muslim, pp. 1177, Hadis 2128) 

The famous commentator, Hakim-ul-Ummat, Mufti Ahmad Yar 
Khan ottoi 1^? ^ comments on the words ‘ naked in spite of being 
dressed’: That is, they will cover part of their bodies with clothing 
but leave some parts exposed, or they will wear thin clothes which will 
reveal their bodies, both these sins are being committed today. Or it 
could mean that they will be covered in Allah’s favours but naked 
i.e. empty of gratitude, or adorned with jewellery but naked of piety. 

Explaining ‘Like camel humps’ he jus ^ said: This blessed 
statement has many meanings; a very good explanation is that these 
women will not lower their heads out of shyness whilst walking. In 
fact, they will shamelessly walk with their heads high looking in all 
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directions, staring at people. Just as the highest part of a camel’s entire 
body is its hump, the heads of these women will also remain high. 

(Mirat, vol. 5, pp. 255, 256) 

Wearing jewellery to show off 

Question: Can women wear jewellery to show off? 

Answer: For a woman to wear jewellery out of pride and arrogance 
leads to divine punishment. The Greatest and Holiest Prophet 
j* warned, ‘Whichever woman amongst you wears gold 
jewellery and then exposes it shall be tormented due to it.’ 

(Sunan AblDawiid, vol. 4,pp.l26, Hadis 4237) 

The famous commentator, Hakim-ul-Ummat, Mufti Ahmad Yar 
Khan comments on the words ‘exposes it’ in this Hadis: 

Reveals it to non-Mahram men to show them her beauty and 
jewellery. Or she shows off with pride and arrogance or shows it to 
poor women thereby hurting them. The last two meanings are more 
appropriate, because showing non-Mahram men silver jewellery is 
also Haram. Women show their gold jewellery to their friends out of 
pride, in order to degrade and humiliate them, this is the meaning 
of this Hadis. ‘Shall be tormented’ means: She will be tormented for 
her pride and showing off, not just for wearing jewellery. 

(Mirat, vol 6, pp. 138) 


Should women wear perfume? 

Question: Can Islamic sisters wear perfume? 


Answer: Yes, but their scent should not reach non-Mahram men. 
Sayyiduna Abu Hurayrah &&JSsSiisierfv reports this glorious statement 
of the Revered and Renowned Prophet ‘A masculine 

fragrance is one that has evident scent but not evident colour and 
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a feminine perfume is one that has evident colour but not evident 
scent.’ (Shamail-ul-Muhammadiyyah, pp. 131, Hadis 210) 

Commenting on the words of the blessed Hadis ‘a feminine perfume 
is one that has evident colour but not scent’ the famous commentator 
Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan j&a has stated, ‘Beware, a woman 
should not exit her home wearing fragrance, but she can wear 
perfume for her husband, there is nothing wrong with this.’ 

(Mirat, vol. 6, pp. 160) 

A woman should not wear perfume when exiting her home! 
Question: What is the verdict regarding an Islamic sister who wears 
perfume outside her home? 

Answer: An Islamic sister can wear any type of perfume within the 
four walls of her home, only amongst her husband and Mahram 
relatives. However, she must take care to avoid letting her scent reach 
her brother in-law or any other non-Mahram man. Any woman 
who exits her home wearing a perfume that attracts the attention of 
non-Mahram men should be afraid because Sayyiduna Abu Musa 
Ash’ari reported, ‘Whenever a woman wears perfume 

and then appears in front of people so that they can smell her 
perfume, she is an adulteress.’ (Sunan Nasal, vol. 8,pp.l53) 

Story about a woman wearing perfume 

In the blessed era of Amir-ul-Mu'minin Sayyidatuna ‘Umar Faruq-e- 
A’zam a woman was going somewhere, he && smelt 

her perfume, so he raised his whip to hit her and said, 

‘You come out wearing a perfume that men can smell. (Even when 
it is necessary for you to come out of your home) do not come out 
wearing perfume.’ (Musannaf ‘Abdur Razzaq, vol. 4, pp. 284, Hadis 8137) 
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Attractive Burqa’ 

Question: Can an Islamic sister wear fashionable and crystal-studded 
attractive Burqa’ when exiting her home? 

Answer: This is extremely dangerous because men will stare at such 
Burqas. Remember! The fancier and more fashionable a woman’s 
Burqa’ is, the greater the possibility of mischief. The famous 
commentator, Hakim-ul-Ummat, Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan 
says, ‘It is necessary for a woman to avoid exiting her house wearing 
attractive clothes and Burqas, because such Burqas are not veils. In 
fact, they are a means of showing beauty.’ (Mimt, vol. 5, pp. 15) 

Question: What if a woman exits her home with her entire body 
covered with a white or flowery shawl? 

Answer: A shawl should not be attractive at all. This is a summary 
of a piece of advice by Hujjat-ul-Islam, Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad 
Bin Muhammad Ghazall qidi stbi ‘Eye-catching shawls and 

veils that women usually wear are not sufficient. In fact, a white 
shawl or an eye-catching face-veil arouses lust even more because 
men think that her face would be even more beautiful and they may 
desire to see her face. Therefore, it is Haram for women to exit their 
homes wearing a white shawl and a beautiful face-veil as well as a 
beautiful Burqa’. Any woman who does this, is a sinner. If her father, 
brother or husband allows her to do this, then he is also sinner.’ 
(KTmiyd-e-Sa 'adat, vol. 2, pp. 560) 

Madam Burqa’ 

Question: Then what kind of Burqa’ should Islamic sisters wear? 

Answer: A loose, simple, dull-coloured and thick fabric-made 
tent-like Burqa’ that makes it hard to decide whether the wearer is 
old or young. 

183 


www.dawateislami.net 


Questions and Answers about Islamic Veil 

Warning to Islamic sisters! 

I (Sag-e-Madlnah ^-xr- is) totally aware of situations in modern 
homes, and the mindset of those relatives who are ‘crazy about 
western lifestyle’. I also realize current unfavourable circumstances, 
but I have stated these Islamic rulings to enlighten people about true 
and correct Islamic concept of veil. Surely, every Muslim knows that 
we must follow Sharl’ah, and Sharl’ah will not follow us. 

It is my Madani suggestion to Islamic sisters that they should not 
force anyone to wear a loose dull unattractive tent-like proper Madani 
Burqa’, because in many households there are several difficulties. 
Followers of the Sharl’ah and Sunnah these days are often treated 
very badly by society which disheartens most Islamic sisters. Your 
criticism could lead an Islamic sister being compelled by modern 
society to completely move away from the Madani environment. 
Even if an Islamic sister who has been in the Madani environment 
for a very long time wears a very attractive Burqa’ or make-up, do 
not break her heart by ridiculing her because hurting a Muslim’s 
feelings without a valid Islamic reason is Haram and leads to Hell. 

Unfastening Burqa’ in neighbourhood! 

Question: Some Islamic sisters remove their Burqas as soon as they 
reach their building, street etc. before they enter their homes, is this 
appropriate? 

Answer: They should not even remove their face-veils, let alone their 
entire Burqas, until they enter their homes, because there could be 
non-Mahram men in the street or on the stairs of their apartment 
etc. and it is necessary for them to conceal themselves from these men. 
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What if women feel hot in a Madani Burqa’? 

Question: In the heat, wearing a Madani Burqa’ or thick shawl 
outside makes it even hotter, what should we do about devilish 
whispers in these circumstances? 

Answer: Not paying attention to the devil’s devious whispers 
(Wasawis) is one way of saving yourself from them. At such times, 
think of your death, grave, resurrection, and the scorching heat 
of Hell, JLiidLs, cii the heat of the veil will feel like a flower. If 

possible, think of this story: During the battle of Tabuk the weather 
was extremely hot, the hypocrites said: 

b 5 __ 

Do not come out in this heat. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 10, Surah At-Taubah, verse 81) 

Then Allah JfcsSt said: 


\y>- oJz\ fjpr (^5 

Say O Beloved Prophet, the fire of Hell is the hottest. 
[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 10, Surah At-Taubah, verse 81) 

I swear by Allah The heat of a Madani Burqa’ or even the 
fiercest fire of this earth is nothing compared to the heat of Hell. 

Holy Prophet |p in a scorching desert! 

The famous commentator, Hakim-ul-Ummat, Mufti Ahmad Yar 
Khan a* j-b- says: Just look at Sayyiduna Abu Khaysamah’s 

passion! During the battle of Tabuk one afternoon he art 
returned from a journey to his garden and saw cold water, hot 
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bread and beautiful wives in front of him. He said, ‘It is 

not right that the Prophet of Rahmah JUs-jabssfcJfcSiiiij* stand in the 
scorching desert of Tabuk and I eat hot bread and drink cold water 
in my garden.’ Without entering his house (despite returning from 
a long tiring journey in severe heat) he zizj&di took his sword 
and set off to join the Beloved and Blessed Prophet JUs-ab-sfe JbSi&i j*. 
These are the sacred saints for whose sake hundreds of thousands of 
sinners like us will be forgiven, <UsS£*dik'CJ>&\. 

(Niir-ul-‘Irfan, pp. 318; Ruh-ul-Bayan, vol. 3, pp. 475) 

May Allah Js-sS^ have mercy on him and forgive us without 
accountability for his sake! 

fjjj sin olSt 


Questions and answers about hair! 

Question: When Islamic sisters comb their hair what should they 
do with fallen hairs? 

Answer: Hide or bury them. This is very easy for anyone who has 
soft land or a garden in her house. Sadr-ush-Shari’ah, Badr-ut- 
Tariqah, ‘Allamah Maulana Mufti Muhammad Amjad ‘All A’zami 
said: If a body-part that is prohibited to look at 
separates from someone’s body then it shall still be prohibited to 
look at. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 9, pp. 612) 

After removing their pubic-hair, some people leave it lying around 
in the bathroom or toilet, this should be avoided, rather these hairs 
should be placed somewhere out of sight, or buried in the ground. 
Women must also hide fallen-hairs whilst combing or washing so 
that they are not seen by non-Mahram men. 

(Bahar-e-Shan’at, part 16, pp. 91-92) 
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Precautions regarding hair! 

These days probably due to eating unhealthy things and using 
various chemical soaps, shampoos etc. hair-falling is a common 
complaint. Those Islamic sisters who live in the house where their 
non-Mahram male relatives also live or those who have regular 
visitors in their homes should take extra care before they dispose of 
hairs in their bathrooms etc. Also be careful to remove hairs that 
are stuck to soap-bars after bathing. Islamic brothers should also 
remove any hairs that are stuck on soap-bars after bathing because 
they could possibly be hairs of‘Satr’ such as the thighs etc. 

Can women shave their heads? 

Question: Can women shave their heads? 

Answer: This is Haram. (Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 22, pp. 664) 

Can women have male hair styles? 

Question: Can women have masculine hair styles? 

Answer: This is impermissible and a sin. 

She tore the shroud and sat up! 

Probably in the last Friday of Sha’ban-ul-Mu’azzam 1414 AH, I 
met a young-man at night in a large Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima’ in 
Korangi (Bab-ul-Madlnah, Karachi). He swore that this story was 
true: A young daughter of one of my relatives suddenly died. When 
we returned after burying her, her father recalled that he accidentally 
left a hand-bag containing important documents inside her grave. 
So the grave was necessarily dug open. As soon as the grave was 
uncovered, we screamed in fear. The young girl that we buried just 
a few moments ago in a clean shroud had torn her shroud and sat 
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up. She was bent like a bow. Her legs were tied with her hair and 
many small strange creatures were stuck to her body. 

This terrifying sight made us speechless. We threw the soil back 
over her grave however possible and ran away without retrieving 
the bag. When I got home, I asked my relatives about what sin she 
had committed. They told me that she did nothing which was 
considered outrageous these days, however, just like other girls she 
was fashionable and did not observe veil. Just a few days before her 
death, she attended a wedding just like other women, unveiled with 
a fancy haircut and fashionable clothes. 

Ay mayrl behno! Sadci pardah karo 
Turn gall kiichaun mayn mat phirti raho 
Wamah sun lo qabr mayn jab jao gi 
Sanp bichchii daykh ker chillao gl 

O my sisters! Always remain veiled 
Do not wander in streets and alleys 
Or else listen when you enter your graves 
You will scream when you see snakes and scorpions 

Weak excuses! 

Those Islamic sisters who get influenced by the devil make excuses 
such as ‘I’m forced not to wear a veil, no one wears a veil in our house, 
I have to consider family customs, our entire family is well-educated, 
no one is prepared to marry their son off to a simple girl who wears a 
veil’ etc. Will such sisters not learn a lesson after reading this 
unfortunate fashionable girl’s horrifying incident? Will family 
customs, traditions and the excuses of your Nafs save you from the 
punishment of the grave and Hell? Will you succeed in saving 
yourself with these ‘pathetic excuses’ in the court of Allah Js-sS^? If 
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not, and definitely not, then no matter whatever happens you must 
repent of unveiling. 

Remember! Marriages are written in Lauh-e-Mahfuz. If it is not 
written in Lauh-e-Mahfuz for anyone to get married, then no matter 
whatever happens, they will not get married. Every other day, modern, 
fashionable and well-educated virgin girls fall prey to sudden death. 
In fact, sometimes a bride dies just before her ‘departure to her 
groom’s home’ and instead of arriving in a beautifully decorated 
fragrant wedding-room lit with sparkling lights she finds herself in 
a dark and tight grave full of insects. 

TU khushi kay phul lay gi kab talak 

Tu yahan zindah rahay gi kab talak 

For how long will you live happily on this earth? 

For how long will you remain alive here? 

(Jp (J \ju dill Joi i_-^^-1 (Jp 


Can women give body-measurements to tailors? 

Question: Can an Islamic sister allow a non-Mahram male tailor to 
measure her body for sewing a garment? 

Answer: This is Haram and leads to Hell. The tailor will also commit 
a severe sin and make himself worthy of Hell, because he cannot 
measure a woman without staring at her and touching her body. If 
possible find a female tailor. If this is not possible either, then ask a 
woman of your house to measure you and then send a Mahram male 
to deliver the measurements to a tailor. Islamic sisters should avoid 
frequently exiting their homes for trivial and unnecessary matters. 
They should only exit for valid Islamic reasons and make sure that 
they fulfil all veiling requirements. 
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Individual efforts of brother and sister-in-law 
Islamic sisters! In order to be steadfast in observing veil and to create 
a Madam environment in your homes, please join Dawat-e-Islami’s 
Madam movement. A wise Islamic brother made individual efforts 
on his sister which resulted positively in her transformation. Here is 
his faith-refreshing story, read and rejoice. 

This is a statement by an Islamic sister from Bab-ul-Islam (Sindh): I 
was engulfed in various sins and did not wear a veil, my family was 
sick of me because I was a sharp-tongued girl. Luckily my brother 
and sister-in-law were affiliated with Dawat-e-Islami’s fragrant 
Madam environment. They used to have personal conversations 
with me but I ignored them. One day their individual efforts finally 
impacted on me and I attended the Islamic sisters’ Milad congregation 
in the blessed month of Rabi’-un-Nur. I heard a Sunnah-inspiring 
speech which caused an overwhelming influence on me. Shedding 
tears in Divine fear, I begged my Merciful Creator for the 
forgiveness of my sins. I had never before experienced such spiritual 
peace as in that Milad congregation. After that I regularly attended 
the weekly Islamic sisters’ Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima’. At first the father 
of my children objected to this but luckily one day he also attended 
the Islamic brothers’ weekly Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima’ which gave him 
a Madam mindset and now he happily consents to my participation 
in Dawat-e-Islami’s Madam activities. Hence, Due to 

the blessing of my brother and sister-in-law’s individual efforts, we 
now have a Madam environment in our home. 

Tumhayn luff a jaye ga zindagT ka 
Qarib a kay daykho iara Madam Mahaul 
You will begin to enjoy life 

Just come close and look at the Madani environment 
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Reform your families 

Islamic sisters! We should all make constant individual efforts for 
the reform of our families. In fact, we should make more efforts on 
our families compared to the general public, especially a father 
should do good deeds himself and give advisory Madam pearls to 
his children and their mother as well. Allah said in part 28, 
Surah At-Tahrim, verse 6: 

SLftsJS j \jM> j t JS 

O believers, save yourselves and yourfamily from the fire whose fuel 
are men and stones. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 28, Surah At-Tahrim, verse 6) 

Saving your family from Hell 

The Quranic commentary Khazdin-ul-‘Irfan states: (Save yourselves 
and your families) by obeying Allah and His Beloved Prophet 
JLsdfesu&jsSiiij*, by worshipping, abstaining from sins, advising your 
family to do good and to refrain from evil, and by teaching them 
knowledge and manners. 

Observe veil with a eunuch as well! 

Question: Do Islamic sisters have to observe veil with eunuchs as 
well? 

Answer: Yes. The ruling for Islamic sisters about observing veil with 
eunuchs is the same as is with men. Sadr-ush-Shari’ah, Badr-ut- 
Tarlqah, ‘Allamah Maulana Mufti Muhammad Amjad ‘All A’zamI 
aiii? dii says, ‘A eunuch is a man, in congregational Salah 
(Jama’at) he will stand in the men’s row’. 

(Fatawa Amjadiyyah, vol. l,pp. 170) 
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What is a eunuch? 

Question: What is a eunuch? 

Answer: The Arabic word for a eunuch is ‘eJW [Mukhannas], which 
means: A man who walks and acts in a gentle feminine manner. 

(Al-Bahr-ur-Raiq, vol. 9, pp. 334) 

The commentator of Sahlh Muslim, ‘Allamah Nawavi 
said, ‘A eunuch is a man whose habits, body-language, speech and 
movements are feminine, sometimes this is natural but sometimes 
it is voluntarily adopted.’ (Shark Muslim lin-Nawavl, vol. 2, pp. 218) 

Emphasis for avoiding being a eunuch 

Question: Should a eunuch avoid the mannerism [i.e. the habits 
and behaviour] of a eunuch? 

Answer: Yes. If a man’s walk, speech etc. is naturally feminine, then 
he should practice acting like a man. If he naturally has feminine 
traits, then this is not his fault. And if his body-language, speech 
etc. remain feminine despite his best efforts to avoid them, he will 
not be taken to task by Sharl’ah. 

(Fayd-ul-Qadlr, vol. 5, pp. 346; Nuzha-tul-Qarl, vol. 5, pp. 537) 


Fake eunuch 

Question: Is it a sin to fake being a eunuch? 

Answer: Of course it is! If a man deliberately acts like a female, 
i.e. he acts like a eunuch, then he is a sinner and worthy of Hell. 
Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Bin ‘Abbas reported that the Holy 

Prophet bssfejtdsiii J* cursed men who act like women and women 
who act like men and he justiiij* instructed, ‘Turn them out 

of your homes.’ (Sahih Bukhari, vol. 4, pp. 347, Hadis 6834) 
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Did you see! The Beloved Prophet JtsSaiii cursed eunuchs 

and ordered that they be turned out of homes. 

Calling a non-eunuch a eunuch! 

Question: What about calling a non-eunuch a eunuch? 

Answer: This would hurt a Muslim’s feelings, therefore, it is a sin 
and leads to Hell. In fact, in case of the filing of a case in an Islamic 
‘Adalat [court], the punishment of 20 whips can be given. In a 
blessed Hadis, the Merciful Prophet Jissrii stated: If one 

person says to another, ‘O eunuch!’ Then inflict 20 whips upon him. 
(Sunan-ut-Tirmizi, vol. 3, pp. 141 Hadis 1467) 

The famous commentator, Hakim-ul-Ummat, Mufti Ahmad Yar 
Khan commented on this blessed Hadis: A eunuch is a 

man whose body parts are flexible and voice and body-language are 
feminine. Calling somebody a eunuch is an insult and therefore, the 
victim can make a claim for abuse of honour and this punishment 
(20 whips) can be inflicted upon the criminal. Similarly, if somebody 
said any of these to another person, ‘O alcoholic! O Zindiq! O pederast! 
O interest-taker! O Dayyus (shameless)! O cheater! O mother of 
thieves!’ Then he could be inflicted with the same punishment. 

(Mirat, vol. 5, pp. 326) 


Calling a eunuch a eunuch! 

Question: Can we call a natural eunuch a eunuch? 

Answer: Not without a valid Islamic reason, because this would 
embarrass and hurt him, just as it is prohibited by Sharl’ah to 
unnecessarily call a blind man ‘blind’, a short man ‘shorty’ and a tall 
man ‘lanky’, it is also prohibited here. In fact, the embarrassment- 
element is stronger here. 
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Behaviour of a eunuch 

Question: What would you say about a eunuch’s character? 

Answer: In our part of the world some of the eunuchs are actually 
eunuchs, whereas others are actually a third gender, usually named 
‘Khunsa’ or ‘Khunsa Mushkil’. Some of them are decent and 
Almighty-fearing people, whereas others adopt begging, dancing, 
prostitution as a profession and hence earn unlawful money and 
make themselves worthy of Hell. Beware! Never let any of these enter 
your homes and do not encourage their sinful behaviour by giving 
them any money; giving charity to a habitual beggar is also a sin. 


Question: Some eunuchs are extremely persistent and do not get off 
our backs until they receive some money, especially in weddings 
and birthdays. They usually insist in such occasions and behave 
with extreme shamelessness if they are not given any money. What 
should we do in such cases? 

Answer: Try your very best to get rid of them and if their behaviour 
is highly embarrassing then it is permissible for you to give them 
some money with the intention of silencing them. Several Ahadls 
prove that if a poet insults someone with his poetry then it is 
permissible for him to pay the poet to silence him. Although this is 
bribery, giving bribery in this case is permissible. However, taking it 
is still Haram and leads to Hell. 

Important information about the ‘third gender’ 

Question: I understand that a eunuch is physically a man, but can 
you please define the ‘third gender’ i.e. a ‘Khunsa’ and ‘Khunsa 
Mushkil’ and their physical features. 
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Answer: There is a third gender apart from men and women. Books 
of Islamic Jurisprudence state: Someone who has both male and 
female genital organs is a ‘Khunsa’. (Muhn Burham, vol. 23, pp. 454) 

Some Islamic jurists -viiJi aiii define a Khunsa as someone who 
has neither male nor female genitals; in fact just a hole at the front 
for urinating. (Tabym-ul-Haqdiq, vol. 7, pp. 440; Al-Bahr-ur-Raiq, vol. 9, pp. 334) 

Badai’-us-Sanai’ stated: If a child has both male and female genital 
organs and it urinates from the male genital organ, then it is a male. 
If it urinates from the female organ, then it is a female, the other 
organ shall be considered extra. If the child urinates from both 
orifices, then whichever it urinates from first is its original orifice, 
i.e. if it urinates from the female organ first then it is a woman. If it 
urinates from both organs at the same time then it is difficult to 
determine its gender, and such a person is called a ‘Khunsa Mushkil’. 
However, after puberty, if any male signs appear on it such as a beard 
then it is a male but if any female features appear on it such as breasts 
then it is a woman. (Badai’-us-Sanai’, vol. 6, pp. 418) 

After puberty if the child has both male and female features, i.e. a 
beard and breasts then it is a Khunsa Mushkil. 

(Fatawa ShamT, vol. 10, pp. 478) 


Story about a eunuch’s forgiveness 

Eunuchs are usually despised and demeaned in our society, this is 
wrong. They are also the bondmen of Allah and He is the One 
Who created them. Eunuchs must avoid sins that lead to Hell such 
as dancing, singing etc. They should be content with the Will of 
Allah and lead Sunnah-inspiring lives. Here is a story about one 
lucky eunuch; other eunuchs might envy him and wish for the same. 
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Sayyiduna Shaykh ‘Abdul Wahhab Bin ‘Abdul Majid Saqafi 
*iiiiaA?ssU. said: I saw a funeral in which the corpse was carried 
by a woman and three men. I took the woman’s place. After the 
funeral Salah and burial, I asked the woman, ‘How were you related 
to the deceased?’ She answered, ‘He was my son.’ I asked, ‘Why did 
your neighbours etc. not attend this funeral? She replied, ‘My son 
was a eunuch, this is why people did not bother to attend his funeral.’ 
Sayyiduna Shaykh ‘Abdul Wahhab Bin Abdul Majid ixs-isJi Isa? sjU. 
said, ‘I felt pity for the grieving mother, so I gave her some money 
and food-supplies etc. That night I dreamt of a man in white clothes 
with a face shining like the moon of the fourteenth night. He thanked 
me. I asked, ‘Who are you?’ He answered, ‘I am the same eunuch that 
you buried today, Allah J«5£ showed mercy to me due to the public 
degradation that I faced.’ (Ar-Risdla-tul-Qushayriyyah, pp. 173) 

Sprinkling the water from a bride’s feet 

Question: What about washing a bride’s feet and then sprinkling 
the water in all four corners of the house? 

Answer: This is Mustahab. My master A’la Hadrat ■»# JMsAi ksH says, 
‘When you bring a newly-wed bride at home, it is desirable to wash 
her feet and sprinkle the water in all four corners of the house, this 
brings blessings.’ (Fatawa Razawiyyah referenced, vol. 2, pp. 595; Mafatlh-ul- 
Jinan Shark Shar’a-tul-Islam, pp. 447) 

Questions and answers about glancing 

Question: It is said that there’s nothing wrong with your first glance 
at a non-Mahram woman, is this true? 

Answer: The first unintentional glance at a woman, which is 
instantly turned away, is not a sin. However, even a first deliberate 
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glance is Haram and leads to Hell. Allah emphasises in the 30 th 
verse of Surah An-Nur (part 18) that men should protect their eyes: 

Command the Muslim men to keep their gaze low. 
[Kanz-ul-lman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 18, Surah An-Nur, verse 30) 

Here is a Quranic command for women: 

o-f 

And command the Muslim women to keep their gaze low. 
[Kanz-ul-lman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 18, Surah An-Nur, verse 31) 


4 Sacred Ahadis about ‘looking’ 

Turn your eyes away! 

1. Sayyiduna Jarir Bin ‘Abdullah bi^ asked the Beloved and 

Blessed Prophet uscbij* about a sudden glance at a 

woman, he replied, ‘Turn your eyes away.’ 

(Sahih Muslim, pp. 1190, Hadis 2159) 

Do not look deliberately! 

2. The Greatest and Holiest Prophet ss&bij* said to Amir-ul- 

Mu'minln, ‘AlI-ul-Murtada, the lion of Allah 

After you have cast a glance, do not cast the second glance (i.e. 
if you suddenly cast an unintentional glance at a woman then 
turn your eyes away instantly and do not look again) because 
the first glance is permissible but the second is prohibited. 
(Sunan Abi Dawtid, vol. 2, pp. 358, Hadis 2149) 

197 


www.dawateislami.net 


Questions and Answers about Islamic Veil 

Excellence of protecting eyes 

3. This is a glorious statement by the Beloved and Blessed 

Prophet jisSalsij*; If a Muslim looks once at the beauty 

of a woman (unintentionally) and then lowers his eyes, Allah j«S^ 
will grant him such a worship that he will feel its pleasure. 

(Musnad Imam Ahmad. Bin Hanbal, vol. 8, pp. 299, Hadis 22341) 

Poisonous arrow of the devil 

4. The Noblest Prophet j* stated that a Hadls-e-QudsI 

states: Looking is one of the poison-tipped arrows of the devil; 
if someone avoids it whilst fearing Me, then I will grant him 
such faith (Iman) that he shall feel its sweetness in his heart. 

(Al-Mu’jam-ul-Kabir lit-Tabardni, vol. 10, pp. 173, Hadis 10362) 

Eyes filled with fire 

Hujjat-ul-Islam Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Bin Muhammad 
Ghazali narrated, ‘Whoever fills his eyes with something 

Haram, his eyes will be filled with fire on Judgement Day.’ 

(Mukashafa-tul-Qulub, pp.10) 

Needle of fire 

Sayyiduna ‘Allamah Abul Faraj ‘Abdur Rahman Bin JawzI 
reports, ‘Looking at a woman’s beauty is one of the 
poison-tipped arrows of the devil, whoever does not protect his eyes 
from a non-Mahram, a needle of fire will be passed through his eyes 
on Judgement Day.’ (Bahr-ud-Dumu’, pp. 171) 

‘Looking’ plants a seed of lust in heart 

Hujjat-ul-Islam Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Bin Muhammad 
Ghazali qis3i said: A man who cannot shut his eyes cannot 

protect his private parts either. 
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♦ Sayyiduna ‘Isa Ruhullah jx said, ‘Protect your 

sight, it sows the seed of lust in the heart, this is enough for 
Fitnah [trouble].’ 

♦ When Sayyiduna Yahya viuis SjUji ^ s Ujjs was asked how 
fornication begins, he -sujiaJx rephed, ‘By looking and desiring.’ 

♦ Sayyiduna Fudayl said: The devil says, ‘Looking’ is 

an old bow and arrow of mine which never misses its target’. 

(Ihya-ul-‘Ulum, vol. 3, pp. 125) 

♦ My master A’la Hadrat JisM says, ‘First the eyes get misled, 
then the heart gets misled and then the Satr [private parts] get 
mislead.’ (Anwar-e-Ram, pp. 391) 

♦ Without doubt the prosperity of both worlds lies in locking 
your eyes with a Qufl-e-Madinah (spiritual Madani lock). 

Ankh uihti to mayn jhunjhula kay palak si layta 
Dil bigarta to mayn ghabra kay sanbhala kerta 

When I raised my eyes 1 anxiously blinked 
When my heart wandered I fearfully took control of it 

Do not even look at a woman’s shawl 

Sayyiduna ‘Ala Bin Ziyad S ays, ‘Do not even look at a 

woman’s shawl, because ‘looking’ creates lust in the heart.’ 

(Hilyat-ul-Awliya, vol. 2, pp. 277) 


What to do in case of misusing eyes 

Question: If a man unlawfully looks at a woman or vice versa, what 
should they do? 
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Answer: Immediately shut their eyes or turn them away. If possible, 
move away from that place, repent humbly in the court of Allah 
with remorse. If the looking person is a man then he should recite 
this prayer with Salat-‘Alan-Nabi before and after it: 

Translation: O Allah Js-W 7 seek Your protection from the trouble of 
women and punishment of the grave. 


Tip for erasing sins! 

Whenever anyone commits a sin, he should perform any good 
deed afterwards such as reciting Salat-‘Alan-Nabi and the Kalimah 
Tayyibah, etc. Sayyiduna Abu Zar Ghifarl ait JU5 aiii ^ said: The 
Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most 
Generous and Kind jbutfsJMiAi j* advised me, ‘Whenever you do 
something evil, do any good deed after it, this good deed will erase 
the evil.’ I humbly asked, ‘Ya Rasulallah j*! Is saying 

‘aIi! Sh slj a good deed?’ He jusaiii J* replied, ‘This is the 

best of good deeds.’ 

(Musnad Imam Ahmad Bin Hanbal, vol. 8, pp. 113, Hadis 21543) 

Sinning with the intention of repenting is unbelief 

Reading this blessed Hadis, JU^aLisUs no one must think, ‘That’s 
good, now I’ll do as many sins as I want and then just recite ‘ilil Sh ait Y 
and they’ll all vanish’. I swear by Allah Js-sS^ this is a huge and 
very dangerous trick of the devil. Committing a sin with the intention 
of repenting later on is a grave and severely major sin. 
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Commenting on the 9 th verse of Surah Yusuf, the renowned 
commentator, Haklm-ul-Ummat, Mufti Ahmad Yar Khan 
has stated on page 376 in Nur-ul-‘Irfan\ ‘Committing a sin with the 
intention of repenting is unbelief (Kufr).’ There is a lesson here for 
those people who use other people’s belongings without their 
permission with the intention of apologising later. Feeling remorse 
is extremely essential for repentance. At times, remorse leads the 
remorseful person to doing something quite unique, as is shown in 
the below mentioned parable. 

One-eyed man 

Sayyiduna Ka’b-ul-Ahbar 4a. *&!<>*? said that in the era of Sayyiduna 

Musa Kalimullah a famine occurred. People requested 

Sayyiduna Musa to pray for rain. ‘Come with me 

to the mountain’, he -vSLsji said. Everyone was prepared to 
accompany him. He v&sji then announced, ‘Anyone who has 
ever committed a sin must not accompany me.’ On hearing this, 
everyone returned, except for a one-eyed man. Sayyiduna Musa 
Kalimullah SjUJiaiU-sts^sJ* said, ‘Did you not hear what I said?’ 
‘I did’, he humbly replied. ‘Have you never committed any sin?’ he 
asked. The man humbly replied, ‘Ya Kalimallah! I do not 
remember ever committing a sin. However, there is one thing!’ 
‘What is that?’ He -v3Lsji.*u. enquired. ‘Once I looked into someone’s 
house with one of my eyes and saw that someone was standing inside. 
I feared Allah and felt extremely shameful for having glanced 
into another person’s house. Overcome with remorse, I plucked out 
the eye that looked into the house and threw it away! Please tell me! 
If that was a sin then I will return as well!’ 

Sayyiduna Musa Kalimullah took the man with 

him. When they reached the mountain, he -v&iiijwU. said to the man, 
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‘Pray to Allah for rain!’ The man prayed, U! U! 

Your treasure never ends and miserliness is not Your attribute; 
shower rain upon us out of Your grace and generosity.’ Immediately, 
it began to rain and by the time they returned from the mountain 
they were both soaked in rain. (Raud-ur-Riyahm, pp. 295) 

May Allah have mercy on them and forgive us without 
accountability for their sake! 

^ 


We learn here that it is very important to feel remorse for sins. A 
blessed Hadis states, Remorse is repentance. 

(Sunan Ibn Majah, vol. 4, pp. 492, Hadis 252) 

Sadly, we commit thousands of sins everyday but we do not even 
realise what we do, let alone feel ashamed. 

KoT haftah, koi din yd koi ghantah mayrd balkay 
Koi lamhah gunahaun say nahin khali gaya hoga 
Nadamat say gunahaun ka izalah kuch to ho jata 
Hamayn rona bhi to ata nahin haye! Nadamat say 

No week, no day, no hour, in fact 
No second of ours is free from sin 
Shame would have washed away at least some sins 
Alas! We do not even know how to cry with shame 

Dear Islamic brothers! Asking an individual of lower status to pray 
is a practice of Prophets and saints Jfasaiji Without 

doubt, the status of a Prophet is greater than that of a follower. 
Despite this, Sayyiduna Musa Kallmullah -3LsJb sAaji jx ma de 
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his follower say prayer. Similarly, in spite of being the greatest of all 
Prophets, our Beloved Prophet Muhammad Mustafa JUs-jibssfeJlaiAi j* 
said to Sayyiduna ‘Umar Faruq-e-A’zam whilst allowing 

him to do ‘Umrah, ‘O my brother! Remember us in your prayer.’ 

(Smart Ibn Majafi, vol. 3,pp. 411, Hadis 2894) 

Sayyiduna ‘Umar Faruq-e-A’zam used to say to Madani 

children in the streets of Madinah, ‘Children! Pray for Umar’s 
forgiveness.’ A’la Hadrat’s Khalifah, Sayyidi-o-Murshidi Qutb-e- 
Madinah held a blessed Milad congregation in his home 

every day. I have witnessed dozens of times that at the end of the 
congregation he used to instruct someone else to do the 

concluding prayer, instead of doing it himself. There is a beautiful 
lesson here for religious figures and preachers. If they are ever not 
asked to do the concluding prayer in any Ijtima’, then they should 
not be upset and nor should they consider themselves to be most 
worthy of saying the concluding prayer. No matter whoever says 
the prayer, we should all join in wholeheartedly with our Amins, 
earning the blessings of the prayer. It is not necessary for only 
impressive and loud prayers to be accepted by Allah JmK In fact, 
He J looks at broken hearts. 

I came out from a sandpit of sins 

Islamic sisters! By the grace of Allah and His Blessed Prophet 
JLs aiU jits 4&i j*, prayers made from the bottom of the heart are 
answered, entreaties are granted, and wishes are fulfilled. This is a 
summary of an Islamic sister’s statement from Punjab (Pakistan): 
Before joining Dawat-e-Islami’s fragrant Madani environment, I was 
very badly stuck in the sandpit of sins. Although my heart despised 
sins I saw no way to abstain from them. I had absolutely no 
religious knowledge. I would often pray, ‘O my Lord I want to 

203 


www.dawateislami.net 


Questions and Answers about Islamic Veil 

be a good person, make me a better person.’ At long last, my prayers 
were answered and one day I heard the good news of ‘a Dawat-e- 
Islami Sunnah-inspiring Islamic sisters’ Ijtima being held on Sunday 
12 th August 2001 at so-and-so place.’ 

I was already thirsty, so I began waiting eagerly for the announced 
event. Finally, the day arrived and I avidly attended the Islamic 
sisters’ Ijtima’. Hearing the recitation of the Quran and the Na’at of 
the Beloved Prophet I felt peace and pleasure in my 

heart. When the female preacher of Dawat-e-Islami started the 
Sunnah-inspiring speech, I listened to it attentively. By the end of 
the speech my face was dripping with tears. Then the Islamic sisters’ 
weekly Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima’ was announced which I made a 
firm intention to attend. 

By the blessing of regularly attending the weekly 
Ijtima’, I was rescued from the sandpit of sins. Today, I am trying 
to promote the call to righteousness amongst Islamic sisters as a 
responsible person for Madani activities in our locality. 

Mayray a ’mal ka badlah to Jahannam hi tha 
Mayn to jata mujhay Sarkar nay janay na diya 

I deserved Hell for my deeds 
I would have gone but my Master did not let me go 

<Jp 4 I 1 I JL-i (jp 


Excellence of prayer 

Islamic sisters! It is true that, ‘A virtuous intention leads to 
destination’. That Islamic sister really wanted to change and prayed 
regularly for this, so Allah provided means for her reform. We 
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too should not be lazy in praying for freedom from the evil of the 
devil and our Nafs because prayer is the weapon of a Muslim. 
Prayers can change destiny. Here are two sayings of Beloved 
Mustafa j*: 

1. Should I not tell you the thing that will bring you salvation from 
your enemy and increase your sustenance; pray to Allah jfesSt 
night and day because prayer is the weapon of a Mu'min. 

(MusnadAbT Ya’lci, vol. 2pp. 201, Hadis 1806) 

2. Prayer changes destiny and kindness increases life. And a 
bondman is deprived of sustenance because of committing sin. 

(Smart Ibn Majah, vol. 4, pp. 379, Hadis 4022) 

On page 199 of part 16 of the 312-page book Bahar-e-Shari’at 
published by Dawat-e-Islami’s publication department 
Maktaba-tul-Madinah, Sadr-ush-Shari’ah, Badr-ut-Tariqah, 
‘Allamah Maulana Mufti Muhammad Amjad ‘Ali A’zami 
Aii suit said: This Hadis means that prayer removes 
calamities. Destiny in this Hadis refers to ‘Mu’allaq destiny’. 
This is also the meaning of an increase in life because kindness 
increases one’s life. And sustenance here refers to spiritual 
reward in the afterlife because sins can deprive the sinner of it. 
In some cases, sinner may also be deprived of worldly sustenance. 

Do not glance into other people’s homes! 

Question: Is it prohibited by Sharl’ah to glance into someone else’s 
house deliberately? 

Answer: Yes. However, if the door is already open and you 
unintentionally look inside, then you are not at fault. It is extremely 
sad to see that most Muslims are totally unaware of this issue these 
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days. People unhesitatingly glance into other’s homes. In fact, if the 
door is closed they leap up to look inside, they peep through holes 
in the wall, through windows, they even remove the curtains to look 
and are totally inconsiderate about the fact that peeking into the 
homes of others is prohibited by Shari’ah. 

The right to poke somebody’s eye! 

Question: If we knock on the door but receive no reply, can we still 
not peek into the house? 

Answer: No, you cannot look inside. Sayyiduna Abu Zar Ghifari 
reported that our Beloved Prophet j* said, 

‘One who removes the curtain and looks inside a house and sees the 
private matter of the family prior to receiving permission, has done 
something which was not lawful for him. If someone pokes him 
in the eye when he sees, then I will not shame him (the person who 
poked in the eye). If anyone passes an uncovered open door and 
looks inside (unintentionally) then he is not a sinner, this is the 
family’s fault.’ (Sunan-ut-TirmizT, vol. 4,pp. 324, HadTs2716) 

The famous commentator, Hakim-ul-Ummat, Mufti Ahmad Yar 
Khan comment on the words of the Hadis 7 will not 

shame him-. That is, I will not punish and embarrass the person 
who poked him in the eye because the one who looked is at fault. 

(Remember) According to HanafI scholars, the purpose of this 
statement is to warn and caution, because the person who poked in 
the eye will be afflicted with certain punishment for this. Allah Js-At 
said, ‘gjilU oj*)?. An eye can be poked as a penalty for a poked eye 
but not as a punishment for looking into someone’s home. 

(Mirat, vol. 5, pp. 257) 
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Where to look whilst talking 

Question: Is it necessary to keep your eyes lowered whilst talking to 
someone? 

Answer: There are details to this issue. If a man feels aroused when 
talking to a beardless attractive boy (or if a man is talking to a non- 
Mahram woman and vice versa with Shar’I permission) then they 
must lower their eyes during conversation so that they cannot see 
the face, any other body part and even the clothes of the other 
person. If there is no Shar’I prohibition, then there is no harm in 
looking at the other person’s face during a conversation. If you 
make a habit of speaking to every single person with your eyes 
lowered, then this is very good because experience has shown that 
these days one who does not have a habit of lowering his gaze 
during conversations finds it extremely difficult to lower his gaze 
when talking to a beardless attractive boy or non-Mahram woman. 

The eyes of Mustafa Hfe 

Question: Please tell us about our Beloved Prophet’s looking habits? 

Answer: Sayyiduna Muhammad Bin ‘Isa TirmizI said: 

When the Holy Prophet JUs«db:»fcJtsS«&i paid attention to someone 
he JUs-dbsMfeJisSabi would pay complete attention. His blessed eyes 
remained lowered. He j* looked more towards the earth 

than the sky. He mostly glanced from the corners of 

his eyes. 1 

In this blessed Hadis, the words ‘he would pay complete attention 
mean that he TUs <«L£. jus aiii did not steal a furtive glance at 
anyone. ‘His blessed eyes remained lowered’ means that whenever 

1 Ash-Shamail lit-TirmizI, pp. 23, Raqm 7 
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he looked at something he jtsSi&i j* lowered 

his eyes, he JUs«jdb»isJtss*ii! J* did not look around unnecessarily. In 
fact, he JUs-abssfeJisSsbi Ja would always remain attentive towards the 
Knower of the Unseen Js-sS^, always thinking of Him and pondering 
and contemplating about the affairs of the afterlife . 11 He JUyjibsjfejt&ibij* 
looked more towards the earth than the sky is a testament of extreme 
bashfulness and shyness. One Hadis mentions that whenever he 
jsjaisijA sa t to talk, he JUs-jib^ Jfcsi&i j* often raised his blessed 
eyes to the sky. 1 2 This raising of eyes was in anticipation of Divine 
revelation otherwise, he JUs-jdbssisjMi&i Ja usually looked towards the 
earth. 3 

My life changed by the blessing of celebrating Milad 

Islamic sisters! For Muslims, what greater ‘Day of Favour’ is there than 
the birthday of our Holy Prophet JUs-jjb-sfeJtsSi&i Ja? All bestowments 
have been granted as Sadaqah of him. This day is more auspicious 
than Eid, because Eid was also granted as his Sadaqah. This is why 
he TE-m -?J.b uds (jis5 fii>i Ja explained his reason for fasting on blessed 
Mondays: ‘cL>jJJ Ui’ I was born on this day. 

(Sahih Muslim, pp. 591, Hadis 1162) 

In many locations of many countries around the world 
Eid MIlad-un-NabI JUs^bs^JKiii Ja is wonderfully celebrated every 
year by the global & non-political religious movement for the 
propagation of the Quran and Sunnah - Dawat-e-Islami. On the eve 
of 12 th Rabl’-un-Nur, a grand Mllad-congregation takes place and 
on Eid day many processions attended by hundreds of thousands 


1 Al-Mawahib-ul-Ladunniyyah with it’s commentary by Zarqanl, vol. 5, pp. 272 

2 Sunan Abi Dawud, vol. 4, pp. 342, Hadis 4837 

3 Ashi’ab, vol. 4, pp. 526; Madarij-un-Nubuwwah, vol. 1, pp. 6 
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of devotees of Rasul march through streets whilst passionately 
chanting ‘Marhaba Ya Mustafa J*’ (welcome O Mustafa 

ALjrtjbdilcdlsSi&l . 

Eid-e-Milad-un-Nabi to Eid ki bhi Eid hay 
Bil-yaqin hay Eid-e-Eidan Eid-e-Milad-un-Nabi 

Eid Milad-un-Nabi is the Eid of all Eids 
Certainly, the Eid of Eids is Eid Milad-un-Nabi 

There are great blessings in celebrating the Holy Prophet’s birthday. 
Listen to a delightful parable of an Islamic sister. She has stated: 
Like any common girl I enjoyed watching films and dramas, loved 
listening to songs and used to attend weddings, dolled up without 
a veil. ‘What will happen to me after dying’ was something I was 
totally oblivious of! Two years ago, I visited my relatives in Bab-ul- 
Madlnah Karachi. The Islamic sisters’ Sunnah-inspiring Ijtima’ 
took place very close to their house. An Islamic sister invited me, so 
I also attended. 

aL 6^sJ\\ That Ijtima’ totally altered my mindset. Then I saw 
Bab-ul-Madlnah Karachi’s marvellous Rabl’-un-Nur celebrations, 
which gave me another boost to perform good deeds. JAfcAj 
I started to offer my Salah. Then I started to act upon the Madani 
In’amat and wear a Shar’i veil. Whilst regularly doing Dawat-e- 
Islami’s Madani work, at present I am serving the Sunnah as a 
Madani In’amat collector in my locality. 

Embracing Islam on seeing Milad celebrations 
Islamic sisters! Allah J*A^ is the real Provider of guidance. Whenever 
He Js-Az- decides to bless someone, He Js-Az creates the means for 
this, as shown in this example. A modern woman was guided towards 
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this Madani environment. <iJui 6^! There are many splendid 
blessings in celebrating Milad. Countless wicked people become pious 
via Milad. An Islamic brother said that a non-bebever was inspired 
by Milad-illumination of a Masjid and embraced Islam, thinking, 
‘How wonderfully Muslims celebrate their Prophet’s birthday, and 
how strongly they love him.’ 

The Beloved Prophet iP is pleased with Milad celebrators 

The Beloved and Blessed Prophet JUs^bssfeJtsSi&iJ* loves 
Milad celebrators. This is a summary of a statement made by my 
master A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, Maulana Shah Imam 
Ahmad Raza Khan: Some devotees of Rasul saw the Revered and 
Renowned Prophet JUjidbsjkJiss&iij* in dreams, he JUjidbsjfeJtrfi&i j* 
was pleased with their Milad celebrations and said, ^ 

Whoever is happy with us we are happy with him. 

(Fatawa Ramwiyyah, vol. 15, pp. 522, 523) 

Khushiyan manao bhaiyon! Sarkar a gaye 
Sarkar a gaye, Shah-e-Abrar a gaye 
Eid Milad-un-Nabi say ham ko bay-had piyar hay 
j*35idi)islLSQl, dau jahan mayn apna bayra par hay 

O brothers! Rejoice! The Prophet j* has come 

The Prophet has come, the king of mankind JUsiaWtiiiAiiJ* has come 
We passionately adore Eid Milad-un-Nabi 
ji3V<JjisT_aa!, we will prosper in both worlds 

Questions and answers about unreal love 
Question: If one person coincidentally falls in love with another 
despite not wanting to and without doing anything unlawful, then 
will he/she be a sinner? 
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Answer: No, because this is out of his/her control. 

Question: So then what should such a ‘love-sick’ person do? 
Answer: Be patient and earn reward. 

Question: Wow! Is it possible to earn reward through unreal love? 

Answer: Why not, but one must remember that even when 
unintentionally falling in love with someone, it is important to 
abide by Shari’ah if he desires to earn spiritual reward. For instance, 
if a man unexpectedly looks at a non-Mahram woman and despite 
turning his eyes away, he immediately becomes fond of her; 
thereafter he does not think of her deliberately nor does he look at 
her deliberately, nor does he meet her, talk to her on the phone or 
write a love letter to her or send her a gift. 

In other words if he hides that unintentional involuntary unreal 
love so that not even a single soul knows about it, in fact, even the 
woman he loves does not know, and then such a ‘true lover’ dies 
from this love facing agonies, he is a martyr. Here is a glorious 
Hadis of the Noble Prophet it j*, ‘Whosoever fell in love 

with someone and preserved his chastity and hid his love, then died 
in this State, died as a martyr.’ (Tarlkh-e-Baghdad, vol. 13, pp. 185, Hadis 7160) 

Do you see! There are conditions for a true lover: He must safeguard 
his chastity and hide his love, then if he dies in this love he is a martyr. 
In volume 1, page 859 of the 1250-page book Bahar-e-Shari’at 
published by Dawat-e-Islami’s publication department Maktaba-tul- 
Madlnah, Sadr-ush-Shari’ah, Badr-ut-Tarlqah, ‘Allamah Maulana 
Mufti Muhammad Amjad ‘Ali A’zami t^isiiiis^ssU. mentioned 36 
types of martyrdom, of which the 16 th is: Someone who dies in love 
(is also a martyr) provided he preserves his chastity and conceals 
his love.’ 
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Can two lovers marry each other? 

Question: Is it prohibited by Sharl’ah for two lovers to marry each 
other? 

Answer: They can marry each other as long as there is no Shar’i 
prohibition. Remember, seeing each other, writing letters, talking 
on phone, sending gifts etc. before marriage are all Haram and 
lead to Hell. Some lovers secretly have a ‘court marriage’ without 
informing their parents. This will most certainly hurt their parents’ 
feeling and especially humiliate the girl’s parents. If the man is 
not the c jlS'’ (Kufw) of the woman, then their marriage without the 
consent of her father or guardian is invalid. (Questions and answers 
about Kufw are given after a few pages.) 

TmV aLii sua it is strictly Haram and ignorant to use the incident of 
Sayyiduna Yusuf vtobU-SJi^ 5 ^ and Zulaykha to justify unreal 
love. Remember in that story the love was only from Zulaykha, 
Sayyiduna Yusuf viut 3 SjLUi 5 was pure from it. Every Prophet 
(viijiAjii) is Ma’sum. 

The destructions of un-Islamic and unreal love 
Question: These days in unreal love Sharl’ah is violated, why is this? 

Answer: The biggest reason for this issue these days is that most 
Muslims lack Islamic knowledge and are away from a Sunnah- 
inspiring Madani environment. It is for this reason that a flood of 
sins has emerged everywhere. Watching romantic movies and dramas 
on TV, VCR, the internet etc., reading dramatised love incidents in 
newspapers, fake romantic fantasies in magazines, novels and 
monthly journals, sitting in mixed college and university classes, 
informal behaviour with non-Mahram relatives and falling in the 
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sandpit of informal conduct usually leads someone to falling in love 
with another person. 

At first, love is one-sided but the other partner when informed 
about it also sometimes falls in love, leading to a severe storm of 
sins. These lovers then engage in shameless talking on phone and 
even meet each other unveiled, exchange love letters and gifts, and 
secretly promise to marry each other. If their family members 
cause any obstruction, they sometimes elope, and the news of their 
elopement is published in papers, causing disgrace for their 
families. At times, they get married by court, but sometimes they go 
beyond all moral bounds even without marriage! Furthermore, if 
they are unable to elope, then they commit suicide. These types of 
news are often published in newspapers. For your caution here is an 
internet report from the Jang newspaper issued on Monday 9 th 
Jumadal Aula, 1427 AH (June 5, 2006). Names have been removed 
and slight amendments have been made: 

3 Young sisters collectively committed suicide 
In a city of Punjab, Pakistan 3 young sisters collectively committed 
suicide by swallowing poisonous tablets. The 17-year-old sister was 
in her first year, the 19-year-old in her third year and the 26-year- 
old was an M.A. student. One night they had a long argument with 
their mother about marrying by their own choice and about financial 
problems. According to inheritors, there were regular disputes 
amongst the sisters as well. Their mother wanted to marry them 
according to her choice. That evening they had another aggressive 
argument about financial issues and their marriages. That night the 
three sisters locked themselves in a room and swallowed some 
poisonous tablets. They were taken to hospital but all attempts to 
keep them alive failed, and they died approximately half an hour 
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after being shifted to hospital. All three were living with their 
widowed mother. Their post-mortem took place 8 hours later. All 
three sisters were buried in the presence of thousands of people 
amidst the sounds of mourning and crying. 

The names mentioned in the newspapers indicated that they were 
Muslims, so I pray for them, ‘O Allah Js-sS^ forgive us, the three 
deceased sisters and the entire Ummah of our Beloved and Blessed 
Prophet JUs* ibsufejbs&isi j*.’ 

isJusilil ji jU'jl jUI 


Suicides of failed lovers 

Here are two more incidents reported by a newspaper, daily 
Nawaiwaqt (Karachi, August 4, 2004): 

1. ‘A young man drank poison after failing to marry his lover.’ 

2. ‘A young man in Dadu (Sindh) committed suicide after failing 
in love.’ Such deaths are pitiful. 

How to avoid unreal love 

Question: Please tell the causes of unreal love and how to avoid it! 

Answer: The causes of unreal love include nudity, obscenity, co¬ 
education, unveiling, films, reading romantic and sinful articles in 
novels and newspapers etc. Boys and girls who play with each other 
during childhood can also fall prey to this due to their early childhood 
friendships. If parents stop their sons at a very early age from 
playing with girls, in fact even with the daughters of close relatives, 
in fact even their nieces, and similarly, stop their daughters from 
playing with boys and make efforts to keep them away from the 
aforementioned sinful influences as well then they stand a good 
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chance of saving them from such unreal love. Children should be 
taught to love Allah and His Beloved Prophet 
from a very young age. If anyone truly loves the Beloved Prophet 
J*, then he will be safe from unreal love, 

Mahabbat ghayr ki dil say nikalo Yd Rasulallah 
Mujhay apna hi dlwanah band lo Yd Rasulallah 

Remove the love of everyone else from my heart, O Prophet of Allah 
Make me a devotee of yours, O Prophet of Allah 

At what age should someone get married? 

Question: At what age should someone get married? 

Answer: Parents should have the Nikah of their children done as 
soon as they reach puberty. Here are two sayings of Beloved Mustafa 
j* regarding this: 

1. Whoever has a son should choose a good name for him, teach 
him good manners and marry him when he reaches puberty. If 
he is not married at puberty and commits a sin, then his father 
is responsible for the sin. 

(Shu’ab-ul-Iman lil-Bayhaql, vol. 6, pp. 401, Hadis 8666) 

The famous commentator, Hakim-ul-Ummat, Mufti Ahmad 
Yar Khan commented on these words in this Hadis 

‘his father is responsible for the sin: This is when the son is 
poor and cannot marry himself. If his father is rich and can 
marry his son but does not do due to negligence or because he 
is in search of a rich wife for his son, then the negligent father 
is to blame for his son’s sin. (Mirat, vol. 5, pp. 30) 
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2. The Tawrah states: Whoever has a twelve-year old daughter 
and does not marry her and she commits a sin, then her father 
is responsible for her sin. (Shu’ab-ul-lmdn, vol. 6, pp. 402, Hadis 8669) 

The honourable Mufti commented on it in Mirat-ul-Manajih, 
volume 5, page 31 about the words ‘ whoever has a twelve-year 
old daughter and does not marry her-. That is, if a man who meets 
the standard of Kufw is available and he can afford to marry 
his daughter but does not marry her due to negligence and in 
search of a rich man. This Hadis tells us that if Allah 
grants the ability to a father then he should marry his daughter 
before the age of twelve. These days, the women of twenty-five 
or thirty years of age remain unmarried in their homes. They 
cannot find rich graduates and hence do not get married. May 
Allah open the eyes of Muslims. Regarding, 'Her father is 
responsible for her sin he commented, ‘That is, the 

father has also sinned because he was the cause of it.’ 

(Mirat, vol. 5, pp. 31) 

Sadly, these days lengthy delays in marriages are caused by secular 
customs and traditions which eventually cause boys and girls to fall 
in unreal love and countless sins. If only we created a Madam custom 
of marrying boys and girls as soon as they reach puberty. 
if this happens our society will be saved from multiple evils. 

What if a jinn falls in love with a woman? 

Question: What should a woman do if a jinn falls in love with her 
and offers her money etc.? 

Answer: Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat J(*s ksr-a- was asked regarding a 
woman who was given money etc. by a jinn. He replied, 
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‘Whatever the jinn gives the woman is Haram for her to take, 
because it is a bribe for fornication.’ (Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 23, pp. 566) 

What if a jinn forces a woman to take a gift? 

Question: What if the jinn forces her to accept a gift? 

Answer: If he compels her to take it, then she should take it and give 
it to destitute people. It is Haram for her to use it herself, (ibid, pp. 567) 

Verdict about exchange of gifts between lovers 
Question: What about gifts exchanged between lovers? 

Answer: (This is bribery and) a grave sin, absolutely Haram and 
leads to Hell. Bahr-ur-Rdiq states: Gifts that are exchanged between 
two lovers are bribes, it is Wajib to return them, they are not owned 
by the receivers. (Al-Bahr-ur-Raiq, vol. 6, pp. 441) 

How to return unlawful gifts 

Question: If someone has taken such gifts from another person 
who has passed away then what should he/she do with those gifts? 
If he/she repents, will it be permissible to keep those gifts? 

Answer: A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, Maulana Shah Imam 
Ahmad Raza Khan isfv explained the verdict about bribe 
money: Money that is obtained via bribery or singing or couplets- 
reciting or theft is Fard to be returned to the givers. If they are no 
longer alive, then give it to their inheritors. If the inheritors cannot 
be found, then give the money in charity (Sadaqah) to destitute people. 
It is absolutely Haram to use this money for sale and purchase or 
any other thing. Other than this, there is no way of being released of 
this burden. The same verdict applies to the money obtained by 
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invalid contracts such as interest. The only difference is that here 
(interest etc.) it is not Fard to return the money to the giver. In fact, 
he has a choice whether to return it to the giver or to give it in 
charity. (Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 23, pp. 551) 

A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat ^ jus Aji isv stated in another 
place, ‘If the actual purpose (for paying a singer or dancer) is to 
increase familiarity (love) and to attract her, then this is bribery and 
the ruling of unlawfully seized money will also apply to it.’ 

(Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 23, pp. 509) 

What about giving gifts to young attractive boys? 

Question: What if a man befriends a young attractive boy (Amrad) 
out of lust and gives him gifts and invitations in order to form a 
stronger bond with him? 

Answer: Such a friendship is forbidden and Haram. In fact, respected 
Islamic jurists stated: It is also Haram to look lustfully at a 

young attractive boy (Amrad). (Tafsirat-e-Ahmadiyyah, pp. 559) 

Giving a gift to and taking a young attractive boy (Amrad) for a 
meal out of lust is also Haram and leads to Hell. 

Can a woman give a gift to a non-Mahram or not? 

Question: Can an Islamic sister have a gift sent to a non-Mahram 
relative, such as her brother-in-law, mother’s sister’s husband, father’s 
sister’s husband etc. with a good intention via a Mahram male or not? 

Answer: No. Gifts produce great effects. A sacred Hadis states, ‘A gift 
blinds a wise man.’ (Al-Firdaus bima Saur-ul-Khattab, vol. 4, pp. 335, Hadis 6969) 
Another sacred Hadis states: Give the gift, this will increase love. 
(As-Sunan-ul-Kubra lil-Bayhaql, vol. 6, pp. 280, Hadis 11946) Anyhow a woman 
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cannot be allowed to plant seeds of love in the hearts of non- 
Mahram relatives. 

Question: Some lovers audaciously mention Sayyiduna Yusuf 
and Zulaykha, how should we reply to them? 

Answer: These unwise lovers are making a major mistake. To make 
up excuses about the evils of Nafs by tactlessly saying something 
inappropriate about a Prophet v!Ub sTXn aJj. under the influence of 
Satan may be extremely dangerous to one’s faith. 

Remember! Even the slightest blasphemy of a Prophet is Kufr 
[unbelief]. Sayyiduna Yusuf visjis <> is a Prophet of 

Allah JiiSi, and every Prophet v&ubsAiJi is Ma’sum [i.e. protected 
from all types of sins and contemptible acts]. A Prophet 
can never do anything inappropriate. Allah has said in verse 
24 of Surah Yusuf in part 12 of the Holy Quran: 

Ajj 6^ du <—Jli 3 

And indeed the woman desired him; and he too would have desired 
her if he had not seen the sign of his Lord. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 12, Surah Yusuf, verse 24) 

Commenting on the foregoing verse, a renowned commentator of 
the Quran, Sadr-ul-Afadil ‘Allamah Maulana Sayyid Muhammad 
Na’imuddin Muradabadi has stated: Allah JmS*- has 

made Prophets viijis IA-Sji free from ill manners and misdeeds, 
and has blessed them with good manners. Thus they avoid every 
evil deed. According to a narration, ‘When Zulaykha tried to seduce 
Sayyiduna Yusuf he saw his father 

Sayyiduna Ya’qub --los aJxs who had pressed his finger 
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between his teeth, and was gesturing for Sayyiduna Yusuf 

viOsSjU-JlssIistsJcM- to Stay away from her.’ (Khazain-ul-‘Irfan, pp. 380) 

The fact is that it was a one-sided love on the part of Zulaykha only, 
and Sayyiduna Yusuf had not indulged in it even 

to the slightest degree. In verse 30 of Surah Yusuf, part 12, the saying 
of some Egyptian women has been quoted like this: 

d - yjj ljj (3 Sj-li (jlS $ 

And some women of the city said, ‘The governor’s wife allures the heart 
of her young boy; indeed his love has taken root in her heart; and we 
find her clearly lost in love’. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 12, Surah Yusuf, verse 30) 

Hujjat-ul-Islam Sayyiduna Imam Abu Hamid Muhammad Bin 
Muhammad Bin Muhammad Ghazali <jis3i Aji i**? has stated, 
‘Zulaykha had a passion for Sayyiduna Yusuf but 

he vjU-tesMJiidi avoided her despite having power. In the Holy Quran, 
Allah Ji:-A appreciated him a lot for avoiding her. 

(Ihya-ul-‘Ulum, vol. 3, pp. 129) 


Zulaykha’s story 

Question: Please tell us Zulaykha’s story so that we can avoid 
misconceptions about Sayyiduna Yusuf 

Answer: Zulaykha’s story is actually quite strange. I will try to 
summarise the very lengthy story mentioned in the commentary of 
Surah Yusuf by Hujjat-ul-Islam Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Bin 
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Muhammad Ghazall jsJi sdJi -mU: Zulaykha was an extremely 
beautiful princess of a western King called Taymus. At the age of 9, 
she fell in love with Sayyiduna Yusuf after seeing 

him for the first time in a dream. Sayyiduna Yusuf 
was tremendously handsome. When he vJ£JIjsA£)i«u. was brought to 
the Egyptian market, Allah JiW raised the veil from his real beauty 
and people frantically rushed to see him. As a result of this stampede, 
25,000 men and women died. (Another) 5000 men and 360 virgin 
women died due to his unimaginably great beauty. Zulaykha was 
an idol-worshipper. She made many attempts to seduce Sayyiduna 
Yusuf With the passing of time, she became old, 

blind and poor. 

When Sayyiduna Ya’qub visJb sADi s«u. 3 <> arrived in Egypt, 

Sayyiduna Yusuf greeted hi m with his armies. 

Zulaykha stood there holding a woman’s hand, and told the woman 
to alert her when Sayyiduna Yusuf arrived. When 

the woman informed her, Zulaykha called out to him, but could not 
attract his blessed attention. Sayyiduna Jibrail-e-Amin -Aui 
arrived, took hold of his mule’s bridle and said, ‘Descend and reply 
to this woman.’ He -viutssAXiiaiU. disembarked and asked, ‘Who are 
you?’ Zulaykha threw sand on her head and said, ‘I am Zulaykha 
who has devoted her life to you.’ By the command of Allah J* 3 A, he 
asked her what she wanted. She expressed her desire to 
marry him. He -.tSJJbSjUii*#*. replied, ‘How can I marry an unbeliever?’ 
Glory to Allah in the highest! Sayyiduna Jibrail-e-Amin 
touched Zulaykha, restoring her previous youth and unparalleled 
beauty. She repented from idolatry and became a believer. 
Sayyiduna Ya’qub viSJb sAAi «u. 3 ts^s married her to Sayyiduna 
Yusuf -sLUbijUJi It is said that after becoming a believer 

when Sayyidatuna Zulaykha became Sayyiduna Yusuf s 
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wife, her lust decreased and she busied herself so much in worship 
that she became greatly devout and an ascetic lady. According to 
one report, she stayed in his blessed company for 73 

years and she gave birth to 11 sons. 

(TafsTr Surah Yusuf- translated, pp. 93, 96,184, 237, 239) 

May Allah Js-sS^ have mercy on them and forgive us without 
accountability for their sake! 

Refutation of unwise lovers 

This has made it as clear as day that today’s unwise lovers who, 
use Sayyiduna Yusuf and Zulaykha to 

justify their sinful and silly love affairs are making a serious mistake. 
Surah Yusuf only mentions Zulaykha’s love but there is no indication 
whatsoever that Sayyiduna Yusuf ^UJbsAiii was 

in love with her. Therefore, those who claim that he was in love with 
her must repent. Allah’s Prophets vjUDis sj-lii hold magnificent 
status and are Ma’sum [i.e. protected from sins]. 

Ya Allah Jk-sSs-! Grant us Your love and true sincere love of Your 
Beloved Prophet dii J*. Ya Allah Remove the love of 

this world from our hearts. Ya Allah Free the Muslims trapped 
in sinful and unlawful love and make them a true devotee of Your 
Beloved Prophet JUs<sabsiifcjtA&! j*. 

Mahabbat ghayr kl dil say nikalo Yd Rasulallah 
Mujhay apna hi dlwanah band lo Yd Rasulallah 

Remove the love of others from my heart O Allah’s Prophet 
Make me only your devotee, O Allah's Prophet 
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Question: If a girl falls in love with a boy and constantly tries to 
contact him, then what should he do? 

Answer: He should never ever pay any attention to her. If he gives 
the devil a finger the devil will grab his arm and then it will become 
tremendously difficult and even impossible to free himself from 
sins. He should marry a suitable woman without delay; this usually 
saves people from unreal love. 

A Burqa’-wearing female Bedouin 

Here is a faith-refreshing parable of a fortunate handsome young 
man who controlled his eyes. Hujjat-ul-Islam Sayyiduna Imam 
Muhammad Bin Muhammad Ghazall says: Sayyiduna 

Sulayman Bin Yasar was a very pious, Almighty-fearing 

and extremely handsome young man. During Hajj-pilgrimage, he 
was alone in his tent in Abwa’. His travelling-companion 
had gone out to arrange some food. Suddenly a Burqa’-wearing 
female Bedouin entered his tent and removed her face-veil. Her 
beauty was causing great mischief. She said, ‘Give me something.’ 
At first he i&Jtigtoteh thought she was asking for some bread, but then 
she said, ‘I want what a wife wants from her husband.’ He jisSs&iia^ 
trembled with fear of Allah JmS*- and said, ‘The devil has sent you to 
me.’ After saying this he cried loudly with his head on his 

knees. The veiled female Bedouin rushed out of the tent in fear. 
When his companion returned and saw that his eyes were swollen 
and throat was sore due to excessive crying, he asked him what had 
happened. At first, he hesitated but on his companion’s 

constant insistence he told him what had happened. His 

friend also burst out crying. He jus sfci asked, ‘Why are you 

crying?’ The friend replied, ‘I should cry even more, because if I 
were you I would perhaps not be patient (and would perhaps 
commit the sin).’ 
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Both of them ahi cried until they reached Makka-tul- 
Mukarramah. After completing Tawaf and Sa’i Sayyiduna Sulayman 
Bin Yasar $k\ kxj-o- sat in the Hatim of the Ka’bah with his 
shawl wrapped around his knees. He dozed off and had a 

dream, in which he saw an incredibly handsome personage 

who was of considerable height and was dressed in beautiful attire. 
Sayyiduna Sulayman Bin Yasar ^tldis&iis^ssU asked, ‘Who are you?’ 
He answered, ‘I am (the Prophet of Allah Js-sSQ Yusuf.’ He 
said, ‘O Prophet of Allah (jSJJtesJJJi&Lz) your story with Zulaykha is 
very strange.’ He v&sjijSjUJIsmU. replied, ‘Your incident at Abwa with 
that Bedouin woman is even stranger.’ 

(Ihya-ul-'Ulum, vol. 3, pp. 130 - Summarized) 

May Allah Js-sS^ have mercy on him and forgive us without 
accountability for his sake! 


Do you see! Sayyiduna Sulayman Bin Yasar rejected a 

Burqa’-wearing female Bedouin who had herself come to seduce 
him. He usfcJisSstii even burst out crying due to fear of Allah 
as a result of which Sayyiduna Yusuf visited him 

in his dream to encourage him. Anyhow, goodness of both worlds 
lies in avoiding the devil’s tempting trap. Even if a man or woman 
seduces anyone, and tempts him/her to sin a thousand times, no matter 
what happens, one should save himself from satanic deception and 
should reap rich rewards. 

Question: If two individuals fall in love with each other, and 
commit sins such as seeing each other etc., but cannot marry, then 
what should they do? 
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Answer: This is certainly a situation which requires a lot of patience. 
They must repent sincerely from whatever sins they have committed 
in the past and humbly plead to Allah for deliverance from this 
sinful love affair. They must avoid seeing each other, any picture or 
gift of each other, or anything else that could make them think of 
the other person. They should immediately get rid of these things. 
They should not answer phone calls from the other person, or read 
each other’s romantic letters, and totally avoid even thinking of each 
other as much as possible. They should instantly occupy themselves 
in religious deeds. Increase the love of Allah Js-sS^ and His Beloved 
Prophet JU-dbskJfcSfibij* in their hearts and seek help from the Holy 
Prophet JUs-ilb-sisJ tfoto j*: 

Mahabbat ghayr ki dil say nikalo Yd Rasulallah 
Mujhay apna hi diwanah band lo Yd Rasulallah 

Remove the love of everyone else from my heart O Prophet of Allah 
Make me only love you, O Prophet of Allah 

Wazifah for salvation from a love affair 

Question: Please tell us a Wazifah [spiritual remedy] for relief from 

a love affair? 

Answer: As well as acting upon the Madani pearls given at the 
beginning of the previous answer, one can also recite the following 
Wazifah: 
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Recite this thrice with Wudu (with Salat-‘Alan-Nabi once before and 
after it), then blow on some water and drink it. Do this for 40 days. 
Women should not recite this in days of impurity. When they become 
pure, they should carry on from where they left off. Punctuality in 
Salah is absolutely vital. 

Reason for ‘Abdullah Bin Mubarak’s repentance 
Question: Did Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Bin Mubarak *sU. jus 
experience unreal love as well? 

Answer: Yes. However, he JisSsAia^ learnt some lesson, repented 
and attained a high rank. The story of Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Bin 
Mubarak age disS&A&v is as follows: He <#= JbSsiii&s 2 * was an ordinary 
young man. He fell in love with a maid and this issue was 

prolonged. In a very hard winter, he waited outside her 

house all night until the morning just to see her. After wasting his 
entire night he was ashamed and realised, ‘I have spent the 

entire night waiting for a maid but achieved nothing; I wish I had 
spent it in worship.’ This feeling completely transformed him and a 
Madam revolution occurred in his heart. He ju ^ tef-o- repented 
sincerely, gave up loving the maid, developed Divine love and within 
a short time reached a high rank of sainthood. Allah granted 
him a very high rank, as is shown in the following story: 

A snake uses a branch to swat flies away 
Once his honourable mother (#£ jus <JL)'^ searched for him and 
found him sleeping in a garden beneath a rose branch. A snake was 
next to him with a narcissus branch in its mouth, it was using the 
branch to swat flies away from his blessed body. 

(Tazkira-tul-Awliya, vol. 1, pp. 166) 
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May Allah have mercy on him and forgive us without 
accountability for his sake! 

A3 $3 SSlt' slit 

Determination of a fortunate worshipper 
Question: Please tell us a faith-refreshing story of someone from 
the Bam Israil who was tested but remained steadfast, so that we can 
learn some lesson and courage for patience! 

Answer: Any Muslim who does not shrink from tests, who kicks 
lust away, does not panic even in extremely testing circumstances, 
embraces the biggest of calamities for the pleasure of Allah J*j 5£, and 
always fights against the devil and his Nafs, will attain great ranks 
from the court of Allah and enter Jannat-ul-Firdaus with great 
majesty and splendour. Here is an attempt to summarise a story by 
Sayyiduna Ka’b-ul-Ahbar artJMablest: In the Bani Israil there was a 
worshipper who reached the rank of a Siddiq (the highest rank of 
sainthood). He was so revered that the king used to visit 

him in his house and enquire if he needed anything, but 

he would demand nothing. As a blessing from Allah Jk-sA 

there was a grapevine [i.e. a grape-producing plant] in his 
worshipping place which grew a unique type of grapes every day. 
When he reached his hand towards it water would pour 

out from it for him to drink. 

One evening at Maghrib time, a young woman knocked on his door 
and said, ‘Night has fallen, my house is quite far from here, please 
allow me to spend the night here.’ He pitied her and let 

her stay in his house. In the later part of the night, all of a sudden, 
she expressed her desire to ‘sleep with him’, aLi su* she even 
undressed herself. He A' &■<> immediately shut his eyes and 
ordered her to get dressed. She refused and persistently repeated 
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her demand. He panicked and asked his Nafs, ‘O Nafs! 

What do you want?’ It replied, ‘I swear by Allah I want to take 

advantage of this rare opportunity.’ He Jta Jb\ replied, ‘Woe 
unto you, do you want to waste my life-long worships? Do you seek 
the torment of the fire? Do you wish to wear the brimstone- 
garment of Hell? Do you desire the snakes and scorpions of Hell? 
Remember, a fornicator will be dragged with his face over the 
ground and be thrown into the cave of Hell.’ 

However, his Nafs as well as the woman insisted on satisfying their 
desire. He jisSsAiia^ then said to his Nafs, ‘Ok then let’s have a test 
to see whether or not you can tolerate the little fire of this world.’ 
Then he placed his hand over a burning oil lamp but it 

did not burn his hand. He s&i fc** shouted in wrath, ‘O fire! 
What has happened to you, why do you not burn?’ Then the fire 
first burnt his thumb, then it melted his fingers, until it burnt his 
entire palm. Seeing this painful spectacle, the woman was stunned, 
she let out a loud scream which vanished in air, then she fell to the 
ground and her soul departed her body. He immediately 

covered her naked body with a shawl. 

Early next morning Satan announced loudly, ‘This worshipper 
sexually abused so and so last night and then murdered her.’ When 
the king heard this dreadful news he furiously arrived at the 
worshipper’s home with his troops. When they discovered the naked 
corpse of the woman, they dragged the worshipper outside with a 
chain around his neck. Then the troops demolished each and every 
brick of his house. The worshipper remained patient; he 
even hid his burnt hand beneath his clothing and did not let anyone 
see it. It was the custom to cut the body of a fornicator into two 
pieces with a saw. On the king’s order a saw was positioned above 
the worshipper’s head and his body was cut into two pieces. After 
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the worshipper’s demise, Allah Js-sS^ brought the woman back to life 
and she told them everything that had happened from beginning till 
end. When the cloth was removed from his hand, everyone saw that 
it was burnt just as the woman said. Then she died again. When the 
people heard the amazing truth, they respectfully lowered their heads 
and all grieved and mourned the painful demise of this fortunate 
worshipper. When his grave was dug, fragrance of musk and ambergris 
emanated from it. When the two corpses were brought a voice from 
the sky said, ‘KLldl U4i& Ji. jjjjjsl’ Wait until the angels have 
performed their funeral prayer. After the burial, Allah ThA made 
jasmine grow on the fortunate worshipper’s grave. On his blessed 
tomb, people saw tombstone with the following inscription on it: 

‘•5*^11 Ai' From Allah to His servant and friend; 

I gathered My angels, Jibrail (-vSLutssA&i^iU.) delivered a sermon and 
I married him (My friend) to fifty thousand brides in Jannat-ul- 
Firdaus. Such are the favours that I bestow upon those who obey 
Me and are close to Me. (Bahr-ud-Dumu , pp. 169) 

May Allah JU-sS^ have mercy on him and forgive us without 
accountability for his sake! 

Jus Jill Jj. qL, 1 


Even the honourable Prophets faced tribulations 

Did you see how dangerous the mischief of women is! The cursed 
devil does not refrain from attacking the beloved bondmen of 
Allah JiW via women, but if Allah helps someone then he 
cannot be deceived by the wretched devil. This story could make 
someone wonder, ‘Why was such a great saint falsely accused of 
such a filthy and indecent act and of murdering a Muslim; and why 
was he ksfv cruelly sawn into pieces?’ 
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The reply to such devilish whispers is that the Merciful and Glorious 
Creator JU-sS^ tests His servants and, out of pure munificence and 
benevolence, He J*sSz- bestows bounties upon those that are steadfast 
and grants them elevated ranks. Our history is full of such stories. 
Sayyiduna Zakariyya was cut open with a saw. 

His great son Sayyiduna Yahya -.•SzxssJJJi&u.sistpJz was also brutally 
martyred. Several Holy Prophets were martyred by the 

Bani Israil. The Karbala tragedy in which mountains of pain and 
suffering befell Almighty-fearing believers is well known. So if any 
of us are ever tested we should not be impatient. Salvation in both 
worlds depends on being content with the Will of Allah JU-sSt. Also 
remember that the more difficult the test, the greater the reward. 
Allah Js- 53^ says in the first two sacred verses of Surah Al-‘Ankabut 
(part 20): 

o? c£o5\[1z3 


Do people fancy that they will be left just upon their declaring, ‘We 
believe’, and they will not be tested? We indeed tested those before them. 
[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 20, Surah. Al-‘Ankabut, verse 1-3) 

The famous Quranic commentator, Hakim-ul-Ummat, Mufti Ahmad 
Yar Khan said: It is Divine law to test Muslims according 

to the strength of their faith. Sicknesses, destitution, poverty, tragedy, 
are all trials from the Lord which separate the sincere from the 
hypocrites. Believers remain pleased with the Will of Allah 
Some bondman of Allah was cut open with saws, some were cut into 
pieces with iron combs, some were thrown into fire, while some were 
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commanded to slay their own children with their own hands; but 
they proved to be mountains of perseverance. (Nur-ul-‘irfan, pp. 632) 

Woh ‘ishq-e-haqiqT ki lazzat nahin pa sakta 
Jo ranj-o-musibat say dauchar nahin hota 

Those who do not experience grief and tragedy 
Do not taste the pleasures of true love 

Unreal love has caused havoc 

Sadly we live in extremely crucial times, as a result of co-education 
etc. the concept of shame and modesty is dying out, love affairs are 
common, and there is chaos everywhere. I sometimes receive letters 
containing extremely shameless details that would make any bashful 
man melt with shame. Sometimes, these unwise lovers clearly state 
the names and addresses etc. of each others, and hence disgrace 
themselves. Here are some examples of statements by such shameless 
lovers, but only bashful people will find them disturbing, other people 
who do not have a single bit of modesty will just read and move on, 
they will probably not even consider these statements contemptible! 

7 Shameless statements by male lovers 
(Such statements are common in the letters I receive.) 

1. I have fallen in love with someone, I’ve not sinned? (j«i&AlJisus) 

2. I am madly in love with a certain girl. If I did not get married 
with her, I would die an unlawful death, (i.e. JUiS*- aLi st*a I will 
commit suicide.) 

3. I’ve loved a girl since childhood, but two months ago, her parents 
married her to someone else, pray that she gets divorced, or else I 
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won’t let that groom live in this world who has snatched my love 
from mel 

4. Thinking of ‘her’ makes me restless, I know alcohol is prohibited, 
but I drink a little to forget my grief 

5. If the girl I love gets married to someone else, then that day will 
be the last day of my life. 

6. I think of her all the time, I don’t enjoy anything else. 

7. For the sake of (Sayyiduna) Muhammad j-*, bring 

my lover to me. 

12 Shameless statements by female lovers 

1. I have fallen in love with a boy, he is my life, if I do not marry 
him I will commit suicide. 

2. If I cannot get married to my ‘college friend’ then we will get 
married in ‘court’, please write to our parents asking them to 
marry us! 

3. He is the only thing I think about, I do not even feel like eating 
or drinking, that’s why I have become bad-tempered, I even 
disrespect my parents. 

4. I love a boy. He is my life but he does not know that I love him, 
I cannot even tell him, please tell me something I can do, so that 
he realises I love him and becomes mine! 

5. We both love each other very strongly, we talk on the phone, 
sometimes I trick my family by telling them that I’m going to see 
a friend but it’s actually him that I visit, I want him to be mine 
but my family does not agree. 
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6. I love a person very much, he promised that he would marry me 
but now he has changed his mind, please do something, please 
talk to him! 

7. I love him so much that if I don’t see him any day (i.e. 

if I don’t sin with my eyes) my heart does not feel peace, I wish I 
could be with him. 

8. I have no more patience, I cannot live without him, if I do not 
get married with him I will kill myself. 

9. I love him a lot, please give me a Ta’wiz that will make him love 
me too! JbisUa) 

10. I want my beloved at any cost. 

11. He’s the only thing in my heart and mind, I can’t even think of 
anyone else. 

12. We have been seeing each other for four years, he claimed to love 
me, but now he has drifted away from me, he has destroyed my 
happiness. 


Questions and answers about love-marriages 
conducted in court 

Question: Some young lovers get married in court despite resistance 
from their families, is this appropriate? 

Answer: This is definitely not appropriate. In fact, if the man does 
not meet the standard of Kufw of the woman and she married 
without her guardian’s (Wall) consent, then this marriage is invalid. 
Supposing he meets the standards of her Kufw and their marriage is 
valid, even then marrying in court is a cause of severe pain for their 
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parents, both families are disgraced and this may lead to obstructions 
in the marriages of the other brothers and sisters. This also usually 
opens the door to sins such as backbiting, accusations, publicity of 
faults, suspicions, and hurting feelings etc. therefore, such a step 
should be totally avoided. 

Question: What is a guardian (Wall)? 

Answer: The literal meaning of the word ‘Wall’ is ‘friend’ or ‘helper’. 
In common usage a Wall is ‘a close friend of Allah’. However, 
in jurisprudential terms, a Wall means something completely 
different. In Islamic jurisprudence, a Wall is a sane and adult 
person who has a certain ‘authority’ over another person’s life or 
assets. Bahar-e-Shari’at states: A Wall is someone who is authorised 
to make decisions on behalf of someone else, whether the other 
person agrees or not. (Bahar-e-Shan’at, part 7, pp. 42) 

Question: Who are Walls amongst relatives? That is, who are Walls 
in the matter of marriage? 

Answer: Due to relationship, Wilayat [i.e. guardianship] is for 
[‘Asabah bi-Nafsihl] (i.e. those relatives whose relationship 
is formed without involvement of the relation of a woman, e.g. 
one’s father’s brother, whereas one’s mother’s brother is related to 
him through his mother). Their order (of preference) is the same as 
the order in inheritance, i.e. the closest of these relatives is called 
the Wall-e-Aqrab (closest Wall). An ‘Ab’ad’ (distant Wall) cannot 
exercise his authority in the presence of an Aqrab (closer Wall). There 
can only be one Wall at one time in view of close relationship. 

However, if there is more than one Wall in the same category then 
there can be several Walls. If a woman does not have such a sane 
son, grandson or great-grandson who has reached puberty, then her 
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Wall is her father. If she does not have a father then her grandfather 
is her Wall. If she has a son, then he is the most preferred Wall. If 
she does not have a son then her grandson and then great-grandson 
will be her Wall and so on. After that, her father, then grandfather, 
and then great-grandfather will be her Wall. In his presence, no 
one else can be her Wall, even if he is her great-great-grandfather 
and so on. 

Question: Who is the Wall if any of these five relatives are not 
present? Can the mother be a Wall too? 

Answer: After these five relatives, the Wall is the brother, then the 
father’s brother and then those children of the father’s brother who 
are ‘Asabah relatives will become Wall with their details. For further 
details, please see Bahar-e-Shari’at, part 7, page 43 published by 
Maktaba-tul-Madlnah. If there are no relatives in the list of ‘Asabah 
bi-Nafsihi then the mother is the Wall. If there is no mother, then 
the paternal-grandmother and then the maternal-grandmother etc. 
is the Wall. There is a long list of relatives which can be seen in 
Bahar-e-Shari’at, part 7, page 42 to 52. 


What is Kufw? 

Question: What is ‘y&’ (Kufw)? 

Answer: In common language, anyone of the same race is referred 
to as ‘yS'’ (Kufw) but, in Shari’ah, a Kufw is a man who is not so much 
inferior to a woman in lineage, religion, occupation, behaviour, or 
anything else that if he married her it would publicly disgrace and 
embarrass the woman’s Walls (her father, grandfather etc.). 

(Fatawa Malik-ul-‘Ulama, pp. 206) 
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Sadr-ush-Shari’ah, Badr-ut-Tariqah, ‘Allamah Maulana Mufti 
Muhammad Amjad ‘All A’zamI Aji ixj-z ^ wrote in Bahar-e- 
Shari’at : Six things are considered in Kufw: (1) Lineage (family 
background). (2) Islam. (3) Occupation. (4) Freedom. (5) Piety. 
(6) Wealth. (Bahar-e-Shan’at, part 7. pp. 53) 


Details of all conditions of Kufw 
(1) Lineage 

Question: What is the meaning of Kufw in lineage? 

Answer: Kufw in lineage means that the man’s lineage should be 
either higher or equal to the woman’s lineage in terms of social norm. 
If it is slightly inferior, then it must not be so inferior that it causes 
disgrace for the woman’s Awliya (father, grandfather etc.). There is 
some detail regarding the superiority, inferiority or equality of lineage: 

1. All Quraysh families are equal to each other. Even a ‘non- 
Hashimi Qurayshi’ is a Kufw for a Hashiml. Fatawa Razawiyyah 
states: A Sayyidah can marry in any Quraysh tribe, whether 
‘Alawi, ‘Abbasi, Ja’farl, Siddlql, Faruql, ‘UsmanI or Umawl. 

(Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 11, pp. 716) 

2. A ‘non-Qurayshi’ is not a Kufw for any Qurayshi. 

3. Excluding the Quraysh, all other Arab tribes are Kufw for each 
other, Ansar and Muhajirln are equal here. 

4. A non-Arab is not a Kufw for an Arab, except for a religious 
scholar because a scholar’s nobility is greater than that of lineage. 

(Bahar-e-Shan’at, part 7, pp. 53) 
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5. In non-Arabs, lineage is not an equality factor. However, other 
things are. The distinguishing factor (superiority or inferiority) 
in non-Arabs is usually occupation. 

(Fatawa Amjadiyyah, vol. 2 pp. 132) 

Therefore, if a community is considered inferior because of its 
occupation, then this will also become a means of the man not being 
a Kufw for the woman. (Fatawa Fayd-ur-Rasul, vol. 1, pp. 705) 

Non-Arab man and Arab woman 

Question: Is a non-Arab man Kufw to an Arab woman? 

Answer: Other than a non-Arab scholar no non-Arab man is Kufw 
for an Arab woman. Sadr-ush-Sharl’ah, Badr-ut-Tarlqah, ‘Allamah 
Maulana Mufti Amjad ‘All A’zamI wrote on page 53, 

part 7 of Maktaba-tul-Madlnah’s version of Bahar-e-Shari’at: All 
families of Quraysh are Kufw for each other. Even a ‘QurayshI non- 
Hashiml’ is Kufw for a Hashiml. No non-Qurayshl is Kufw for a 
QurayshI. Excluding the Quraysh all other Arab families are Kufw 
for each other including Ansar and Muhajirln. A non-Arab is not 
Kufw for an Arab, except for a scholar because his ‘nobility’ is greater 
than that of lineage. 

(Fatawa QadlKhan, vol. 1, pp. 163; ‘Alamgrn, vol. 1, pp. 290-291) 

One great excellence of a scholar 

My master A’la Hadrat, Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, Maulana Shah Imam 
Ahmad Raza Khan stated in Fatawa Razawiyyah volume 

11, page 713: Fatawa Khayriyyah states that Sayyiduna Ibn ‘Abbas 
jbsdilate said, ‘Scholars have seven hundred (700) higher ranks 
than common believers and there is a journey of five hundred (500) 
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years between two ranks.’ There is a consensus and all Fiqh books 
agree that a scholar is superior to a Qurayshi. Allah JisA did not 
differentiate between a Qurayshi and non-Qurayshi in His book: 


Are the knowledgeable and the ignorant equal? 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 23, Surah Az-Zumar, verse 9) 
(Fatawa Khayriyyah, vol. 2, pp. 234) 

A’la Hadrat k&o- said: I say; we will restrict the definition of a 

scholar to a ‘practising Islamic scholar’ because he is a true scholar. 
Heretic scholars [i.e. those who have corrupt beliefs] are worse than 
ignorant people. He also said in volume 11, page 714: It 

is also essential that the scholar must not commonly be perceived as 
being extremely inferior, e.g. he must not be a weaver, barber, 
cobbler, leather dyer, and the like. Whether or not a scholar can meet 
the standard of Kufw depends upon the fact that he is not known as 
inferior in the locality. Credible scholars have clarified this. 

Muhaqqiq-‘Alal-Itlaq said in Fath-ul-Qadir. Common people 
considering someone to be inferior, is a determining factor; therefore 
the verdict will be based on it. He also stated on page 

715: The inferiority of a weaver, barber and cobbler will not vanish 
due to knowledge. However, if these people left these professions a 
long time ago and are respected in society and are revered and 
honoured in the hearts and minds of common people and marrying 
them to the daughters of dignitaries is not embarrassing, then the 
verdict will be different. 
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Court-marriage between a Memon and a Sayyidah 
Question: If a Sayyidah, without her father’s consent, secretly and 
happily marries a Memon in court, is this marriage valid? 

Answer: This marriage is invalid because the Sayyid family is 
superior to a Memon family, and a Memon man does not meet the 
standard of Kufw of a Sayyidah. If a woman marries without her 
guardian’s consent, then it is necessary for the man to meet the 
standard of her Kufw, which is missing in this case. 

Question: If, after the marriage, the family agrees and the Sayyidah’s 
father gives his approval, then is there anything wrong with this? 

Answer: Yes, this is wrong. The consent of Sayyidah and that of her 
father were both prerequisites before the marriage ceremony; post¬ 
marriage consent is meaningless. They both will have to re-marry 
fulfilling the requirements of Sharl’ah. My master A’la Hadrat 
Maulana Shah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan said: In Islamic 

law, a non-Kufw is a man who is so inferior in lineage, religion, 
occupation, or behaviour that marrying him will cause embarrassment 
to the bride’s guardians. If a woman who has reached puberty 
marries such a man herself, the marriage will not be valid at all no 
matter the guardian has not forbidden it nor is it against his wish. 
This marriage will be valid only if the guardian is already aware of 
the status of the non-Kufw man before the marriage in terms of the 
abovementioned scenario and then he grants explicit and deliberate 
permission to the girl who has reached puberty to marry him. If 
even any of these conditions is unfulfilled, then the marriage of the 
girl who has reached puberty is invalid and her guardian has the 
right to cancel this marriage. In fact, there is no need to cancel it 
because it was already invalid. 

(Fatawa Ramwiyyah, vol. 11, pp. 280) 
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A Sayyid’s court-marriage with a Memon woman 
Question: What if a Sayyid male who has reached puberty marries 
such a female Memon servant of his home who has reached puberty, 
without his father’s permission? 

Answer: This marriage will be valid as long as there is no other 
Shar’i prohibition. Page 53, part 7 of Maktaba-tul-Madinah’s version 
of Bahar-e-Shari’at states: Only a man is required to meet the 
standard of Kufw. If a woman is inferior to a man, it does no harm. 
However, if a Wall, other than the father or grandfather, marries a 
non-pubescent boy to a non-Kufw girl, then this marriage is invalid. 
If a male who has reached puberty wants to marry himself, then he 
can marry a non-Kufw woman because the woman is not required 
to meet the standard of Kufw in this case. As for a non-pubescent 
child, Kufw is required from both sides. (Bahar-e-Shan’at, part 7, pp. 53) 

This ruling about the validity of marriage is correct. However, such 
‘court-marriages’ cause family feuds and major humiliation to families. 
Therefore, these factors should also be considered and a marriage 
should only take place with the consent of parents. 

Question: If a Pathan woman marries a Rajput Muslim man without 
her guardian’s consent, then is this marriage valid? 

Answer: The Rajput family is a respectable community. Therefore, 
if all other conditions of Kufw and Nikah are fulfilled then this 
marriage is valid. Fatawa Razawiyyah states: In India four families 
are considered respectable, in second place is Chatri i.e. Thakur. In 
India most people of authority are from this family, hence they are 
called ‘Rajput’. So they are clearly one of India’s respectable families.’ 

(Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 11, pp. 719) 
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However, if without her guardian’s permission, a woman marries a 
man from a family that is normally perceived to be inferior due to 
its occupation, then this marriage is invalid. Here is a similar question 
and answer from Fatawa Fayd-ur-Rasul\ 

Question: ‘Hindah’ is a Pathan, can a ‘Ghanchl’ man i.e. Muslim 
Tayli, be Kufw for her or not? 

Answer: Kufw depends on ‘Urf [i.e. norms]. If, in their community, 
a Pathan woman marrying a Ghanchl i.e. Muslim Tayli man brings 
disgrace to her parents, then there is no need for them to cancel this 
marriage because, according to the issued Fatwa, this marriage did 
not even take place at all. (Fatawa Fayd-ur-Rasul, vol. 1, pp. 705) 

A non-Sayyid marrying a Sayyidah 

Question: What if a non-Sayyid Pathan marries a Sayyidah who is 
sane and has reached puberty with her parents’ consent? 

Answer: If the respected Sayyidah and her respected father are aware 
that he is a Pathan and both she and her father approve of this 
marriage, then there is no doubt in the validity of this marriage. Here 
is a related ‘question and answer’ from Fatawa Razawiyyah volume 
11, page 704: 

Question: Can a Pathan marry a Sayyidah? \jyry ( Please answer 
and be rewarded). 

Answer: From the question it is clear that she is above the age of 
puberty and her father is alive and both are aware that he is a Pathan 
and both consent to this marriage. In this case there is no doubt in 
the permissibility of this marriage. This is clarified in books such as 
Rad-dul-Muhtar etc. JT' JUS Hsj} ( Allah Almighty knows best.) 
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2. Kufw in Islam 

Question: Islam is also a factor in Kufw, please explain what this 
means. 

Answer: Whilst explaining Kufw in Islam, Sadr-ush-Shari’ah, 
Badr-ut-Tarlqah, ‘Allamah Maulana Mufti Muhammad Amjad ‘All 
A’zami gcin is*? «u. wrote in Bahar-e-Shari’at : One who has 
embraced Islam, i.e. their father and grandfather were not Muslims, 
cannot be Kufw for the one whose father is Muslim. One whose 
father is Muslim but grandfather is not Muslim, cannot be Kufw for 
the one whose father and grandfather are both Muslim. If anyone’s 
two generations i.e. father and grandfather are Muslim, then he/she 
is Kufw for the one with more than two Muslim generations. 
However, the Islam of fathers and grandfathers is considered only 
in ‘non-Arabs’. As for Arabs, whether one has embraced Islam or 
his father and grandfather were also Muslims, all are equal. 

(Banar-e-Shan’at, part 7, pp. 54) 


Muslim woman marrying a new-Muslim man 
Question: If a non-Muslim man and Muslim woman are in love with 
each other and then the man accepts Islam and they both marry in 
court, is this marriage valid? 

Answer: Reverting to Islam is wonderful! However, Kufw is essential 
for marriage here. Therefore, in this case if she marries a new Muslim 
without her guardian’s permission then their marriage is invalid. 
This verdict applies if the woman is not a new-Muslim and she is 
from a Muslim family. 

3. Kufw in occupation 

Question: What is meant by Kufw in occupation? 
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Answer: Kufw in occupation means that the man must not have 
such an occupation that is conceived as being socially inferior and 
could make the woman’s guardians feel disgraced. Sadr-ush-Shari’ah, 
Badr-ut-Tariqah, ‘Allamah Maulana Mufti Muhammad Amjad ‘All 
A’zami ^ :«u. wrote on page 55, part 7 of Maktaba-tul- 

Madinah’s version of Bahar-e-Shari’at: Men whose occupations are 
considered embarrassing are not Kufw for women whose family 
occupations are respectable. For example, shoe-makers (cobblers), 
tanners, horse-keepers, and shepherds are not Kufw for cloth- 
merchants, perfume-sellers, or businessmen. If he does not make 
shoes himself, in fact, he owns a factory and employs other people 
to do this work for him, or if he is a shop-owner who buys and sells 
ready-made shoes, then he is Kufw for a businessman etc. The same 
applies to other occupations too. 

Kufw with a businessman’s daughter 

Question: Is a barber or shoe-maker (cobbler) Kufw for a 
businessman’s daughter? 

Answer: No, he is not. 

Kufw between barbers and cobblers 

Question: Is a barber’s daughter Kufw for a cobbler’s son? 

Answer: Socially inferior professionals are Kufw for each other, 
therefore, a barber’s daughter is Kufw for a cobbler’s son. 

(Rad-dul-Muhtar, vol. 4, pp. 203) 

Question: A businessman’s daughter marries a pot-maker’s son 
without her guardian’s permission, but the pot-maker then leaves 
his family-profession of pot-making and becomes a businessman, is 
this marriage valid? 
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Answer: If a family of pot-makers left this occupation long ago and 
now do business or any other respectable profession and now they 
are reputable in the eyes of society then this marriage is valid, 
otherwise invalid. My master A’la Hadrat, Maulana Shah Imam 
Ahmad Raza Khan said: The inferiority of a weaver, 

laundry worker, barber, or cobbler does not come to an end due to 
knowledge. However, if these people left these professions long ago 
and are now treated respectfully by society and considered dignified 
by common people and marrying them is no longer embarrassing 
for the daughters of dignitaries, then it is a different matter. 

(Fatdwa Razawiyyah, vol. 11, pp. 715) 


4. Kufw in piety 

Question: What is meant by Kufw in piety? 

Answer: Piety means equality in Taqwa, good qualities, and correct 
beliefs. 

Question: If a sinful father’s pious daughter marries a sinful man 
without her guardian’s permission, is their marriage valid or not? 

Answer: This marriage is valid. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 4, pp. 202) 

Sinner and pious man’s daughter 

Question: A young man is known for drinking alcohol, is this 
alcoholic Kufw for a pious man’s daughter? 

Answer: No, he is not Kufw. Sadr-ush-Sharl’ah, Badr-ut-Tarlqah, 
‘Allamah Maulana Mufti Muhammad Amjad ‘All A’zamI 
stated on page 54, part 7 of Maktaba-tul-Madlnah’s version of 
Bahar-e-Shanat : A Fasiq is not Kufw for a pious man’s daughter, 
even if she herself is not pious. (Durr-e-Mukhtar, vol. 4, pp. 201 etc.) 
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Obviously a corrupt belief is much worse than a sin. Therefore, a 
heretic whose corrupt creed has not reached the extent of unbelief 
(Kufr) cannot be Kufw for a Sunni woman. If a heretic’s corrupt 
creed has reached unbelief (i.e. he is a Murtad) then marriage with 
him is invalid because he is not even a Muslim, let alone be Kufw. 

(Bahar-e-Shan’at, part 7,pp.54) 


5. Kufw in wealth 

Question: What does Kufw in wealth mean? 

Answer: Kufw in wealth means that the man should be capable of 
paying Mahr-e-Mu’ajjal and providing food, clothing etc. If he does 
not work, he must have one month’s expenses, otherwise his daily 
earnings must be enough to provide for the woman’s daily needs. 
He is not required to be as wealthy as her. 

(Bahar-e-Shan'at, part 7 , pp. 54) 

Miscellaneous issues about Kufw 

Question: Is Kufw important in a marriage between a non-pubescent 
boy and girl? 

Answer: Non-pubescent boys and girls are not capable of making a 
marriage proposal nor can they give consent. Instead, their guardian 
(Wall) will perform these tasks on behalf of them. A non-pubescent 
cannot marry without a guardian. However, even in this issue in 
some cases it is a precondition for Nikah that the boy meet the 
standard of Kufw. For example, if a non-pubescent girl is married 
to a boy by a distant guardian (Wall Ab’ad) in the absence of her 
father or grandfather, then in this case it is necessary for the boy to 
be Kufw for her. Similarly, a non-pubescent girl’s father can only 
marry her to a non-Kufw boy once. After this one marriage, the 
father cannot marry any of his other daughters to a non- Kufw boy. 
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Regarding a non-pubescent girl’s marriage, my master A’la Hadrat, 
Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, Maulana Shah Imam Ahmad Raza Khan 
wrote on page 717, volume 11 of Fatawa Razawiyyah : 
If she has not reached puberty and she is married to the boy - who is 
inferior to her - by a guardian other than her father or grandfather, 
even if it is her real brother, paternal uncle or mother, then this 
marriage is invalid and rejected. Even a father and grandfather can 
only marry a non-pubescent girl once (to an inferior boy), if they 
marry any other daughter to an inferior boy then that (second) 
marriage will be invalid. 

Question: A woman married a man without her guardian’s 
permission. At the time of marriage he was Kufw for her but later 
became indecent and began to publicly drink alcohol, does this 
affect their marriage? 

Answer: Kufw is required only at the time of marriage. In this case, 
the groom was Kufw for the bride at the time of marriage. Therefore, 
the marriage is valid, the husband’s later change of character does 
not affect their marriage. Fatawa Razawiyyah states: Kufw is required 
at the beginning of the marriage. If Kufw exists at that time but 
vanishes later on, this causes no effect. 

(Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 11, pp. 704) 

Question: Zayd convinced Bakr that he was Bakr’s Kufw, Bakr 
believed him and, based on this, married his non-pubescent daughter 
Hindah to Zayd. A few days after the marriage, Bakr realised that 
Zayd is not Kufw to him. Is this marriage valid or not? 

Answer: If a girl’s guardians marry her with the condition that the 
groom is Kufw, but later it was discovered that he was not Kufw, 
then according to the issued Fatwa, this marriage is invalid. 

(Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 11, pp. 725-728) 
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Question: Without her guardian’s permission, if a girl who has 
reached puberty marries someone who deceived her into believing 
that he was Kufw for her, for example she is a Sayyidah and he 
tricked her into believing that he is a Sayyid but after the marriage 
she discovered that he was not; in fact, he is a Shaykh, then is this 
marriage valid? 

Answer: If this is really what happened, i.e. a girl who has reached 
puberty married, without her guardian’s permission, someone who 
told a lie and deceived her into believing that he was Kufw for her 
but after the marriage, it was proved that he was not Kufw, then this 
marriage is invalid. (Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 11, pp. 701-703) 

Declaring someone else to be one’s father 
Remember! Declaring someone else to be one’s father other than one’s 
real father, or linking one’s lineage to a family other than one’s own 
is Haram, deprives him of Heaven and leads to Hell. Ahadls mention 
severe warnings against this. The Beloved Prophet JUs-jib j* 

warned, ‘If someone claims anyone to be his father whereas he knows 
that he is not his father, then Heaven is Haram for him.’ 

(Sahih Bukhari, vol. 4, pp. 326, Hadis 6766) 

Writing the name of someone else in place of real father 
in wedding card 

Dear Islamic brothers! There is a lesson here for people who claim 
to be the real father of their adopted children in order to avoid 
disappointing them. Sometimes, children live their entire lives 
believing their foster-fathers to be their real fathers. Hence they do 
not do Isal-e-Sawab or pray for their real fathers. 

Remember! Even on necessary legal documents, ID cards, passports, 
wedding cards etc. writing one’s foster-father’s name instead of the 
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real fathers is Haram and leads to Hell. Divorcees and widows 
should not ruin their afterlife by keeping their children in the dark 
about their real fathers. It is not wrong for a child to call him (step¬ 
father) dad as long as everyone knows that he is not his ‘biological 
father’. However, if he shows this ‘dad’ to be his real father then he 
is a sinner and deserves Hell. 

Shaykh-ul-Hadis, Maulana ‘Abdul Mustafa A’zamI siii isj* ait 
said: These days many people call themselves Siddlql, Faruqi, 
‘UsmanI, Sayyid! They should consider what huge sandpit of sins 
they are stuck in. May our Merciful Lord JasS^ make these people 
tread the straight path and make them repent from this Haram deed 
leading to Hell. (Amin) (Jahannam kay Khatrat, pp. 182) 

Question: alii sus, marrying a daughter to a religiously devout 

man or boy is considered inferior in our society, and people assume 
that the only reason she is married to a religious person is because 
no one else wanted to marry her. What do you say about this common 
perception and does this degradation affect the standard of Kufw? 

Answer: Any opinion that contradicts the Quran and Hadis is totally 
unacceptable and unworthy of consideration. Islam encourages its 
followers to prefer religion and piety over all other qualities. The 
Beloved Prophet isJMsAi j* said: A woman is married due to 

four reasons (1) wealth (2) family lineage (3) beauty (4) religion, 
and you give preference to a religious woman. 

(Sahih Bukhari, vol. 3, pp. 429, Hadis 5090) 

As well as mentioning the selection of a wife, this Hadis states the 
preference of Islam and the priority and happiness of Allah’s Beloved 
Prophet J-zi -ub «u. ahi j*, i.e. religious devotion holds highest 
priority. Even when selecting a husband, if all other conditions of 
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Kufw are fulfilled then preference should be given to a religiously 
devout man and we must totally ignore the attitude mentioned in 
this question. People who marry into sinful families might admire 
their choice from a material perspective but this choice is extremely 
harmful for the afterlife. A companion <&? stated, ‘If someone 

married his daughter to an alcoholic, it is as though he threw her 
into fornication.’ The reason for this is that when an alcoholic is 
intoxicated, he divorces his wife many times and his wife becomes 
Haram for him but he does not even notice it. (Tanbih-ul-Ghafilm, pp. 81) 

Question: Islam teaches that any white man is not better than any 
black man and vice versa, so then why is family lineage an important 
issue in the matter of Kufw? 

Answer: When Islam says that no white man is better than any 
black man and vice versa, it means that the honour, lives and wealth 
of all Muslims must be protected without any discrimination and 
no one must be belittled in terms of respect and honour. Similarly 
all people are equal in following Allah’s and His Beloved Prophet’s 
commandments and no white man is better than any black man 
and vice versa in this matter. If a poor man commits a crime, he will 
get punished and if a rich man commits a crime he will also get 
punished; he cannot go unpunished. The Islamic philosophy referred 
to in this question is absolutely true and its true meaning has been 
elaborated. As for the question of considering lineage, occupation 
etc. in determining Kufw, it is Islam that has commanded this. The 
Revered and Renowned Prophet J* said, ‘Do not marry 

your daughters except with Kufw.’ 

(As-Sunan-ul-Kubra lil-Bayhaqi, vol. 7 , pp. 215, Hadis 13760) 

Sunan-ut-Tirmizl states that Amlr-ul-Mu'minln Maula-e-Kainat, 
Hon of Allah reported that the Greatest and Holiest 
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Prophet JWWsJtsJfiii'J* said, ‘O ‘All 444 - 3 do not delay 
three things (1) Salah, when its time arrives. (2) A funeral when the 
corpse is present. (3) Marrying the woman who has no husband; 
provided Kufw is available.’ (Sunan-ut-TirmizT, vol. 2, pp. 339, Hadis 1077) 

Secondly, marriage is a life-long bond and therefore, mental and 
behavioural compatibility is vital. In order for a couple to live a 
successful married life, cohesion and mutual understanding are 
important not only among the couple but also among their families. 
Kufw is a factor that assists in achieving these objectives. These are 
the reasons for considering it. 

Thirdly, Kufw is viewed as vital on account of the rights of guardians. 
That is, the father and the grandfather who are guardians have to 
face embarrassment and disgrace in case of ignoring Kufw. This is 
not hidden from anyone. Therefore, in order to protect guardians 
from humiliation and disgrace, they were commanded to ensure 
Kufw. If a woman marries a non-Kufw man without their permission, 
then her marriage will be declared invalid due to ignoring the right 
of her guardians. 

Husbands and wives doubting each other 

Question: What about husbands and wives who accuse each other 

of unfaithfulness based on suspicion? 

Answer: This is a grave sin, Haram and leads to Hell. This is a 
common problem these days. Some people hold doubts in their 
minds, which lead to suspicions and accusations and result in them 
destroying their own peaceful homes with their own hands. On the 
basis of suspicion sometimes husbands call their wives adulteresses 
and sometimes wives suspect their husbands of having affairs. Both 
accuse each other of infidelity and have feuds and then leave such a 
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stain of disgrace on the honours of their families that even the water 
of all seven oceans cannot wash this stain of humiliation. 

Such people should fear Allah Sayyiduna Huzayfah zszJfsShtiio?? 
reports the following warning by the Prophet of Rahmah, the 
Intercessor of Ummah, the Owner of Jannah JUs^ljs^U-juSAhi J*, 
aL U JlF- 5|’ Accusing a chaste woman of 

adultery destroys good deeds of a hundred years. 

(Al-Mu’jam-ul-KabTr, vol. 3, pp. 168, Hadis 3023) 

There is a warning in this sacred Hadis for husbands that accuse 
their chaste wives of fornication merely on the basis of suspicion. 
Furthermore, those women should learn lesson who say indecent 
things about their husbands and even accuse them of adultery and 
go around telling people, ‘He hardly spends time at home, he spends 
all his time with his lover, he gives all his money to her, and sleeps 
with her, etc. 

Ker lay taubah Rab ki rahmat hay barl 
Qabr mayn warnah saza hogT kan 

Repent, the Lord’s mercy is immense 
Otherwise the torment of the grave will be immense 

(Jp if\ju ibl JL-5 (jp \jL*0 


Calling someone a ‘whore’ 

Question: These days when women lose their tempers they call each 
other ‘whores’, what do you say about this? 

Answer: It will severely hurt the feelings of the other. It is a very 
indecent and swear word and will lead to Hell. 
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The earthly punishment for swearing 

Those who have a habit of swearing frequently should not assume 
that they will not be punished for this. (It is not possible to mention 
every single swear word that people say these days but here are two 
examples). Calling someone a ‘Walad-uz-Zina’ or ‘bastard’ or 
calling a chaste woman an ‘adulteress’ (this is common amongst 
women these days when they lose their tempers) are all examples of 
slandering and are Haram and grave sins. Here it is not a valid 
excuse to say, ‘Ijust said it without thinking, I didn’t mean it’. 

Remember! There is punishment in the afterlife for this, but even in 
this earthly life in some cases there are severe penalties. For example 
if a man or woman calls another chaste man or woman an adulterer 
or adulteress and the case is presented to an Islamic ‘Adalat [i.e. 
court] and the accuser cannot present four eye-witnesses then the 
accuser will be given 80 lashes and will never ever be a reliable witness 
in any matter. (These rules apply if the accused is a man or woman, 
Muslim, free, sane, has reached puberty, and is chaste.) 

Accusing someone of adultery is called ‘Qazaf, the accuser is a 
‘Qazif and the penalty issued by an Islamic court is called ‘Hadd-e- 
Qazaf. Anyhow there are only two things that can save an accuser 
(male or female) from this penalty: (1) If the accused admits his or 
her crime or (2) the accuser presents such four witnesses in front of 
the Islamic ruler who saw, with their own eyes, the man and woman 
fornicating. It is not easy to see this and even more difficult to prove 
it. So the safer way out is that even if a person does become aware of 
someone committing fornication they should not tell anyone. This 
way, the filth remains where it is, because if anyone mentions it and 
cannot provide four eye-witnesses then the accuser should be prepared 
to suffer 80 lashes if the accused files a case against him. 
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Bahar-e-Shari’at states, ‘If someone calls a chaste woman a ‘whore’, 
then this is Qazaf and the accuser deserves ‘Shari’ah-declared 
punishment’ because this word is used only for women who use 
fornication as an occupation.’ (Bahar-e-Shan’at, part 9, pp. 116) 

Don’t accuse anyone on the basis of suspicion! 

Just look at the high regard that our sacred religion grants to the 
honour and dignity of Muslim men and women and the strong 
measures that it takes to preserve their dignity. People who publicise 
the faults of Muslims based on doubt or hearsay are evil and should 
not think that just because these days there is no one to reprimand 
them, nothing will happen to them in the afterlife either. Listen to 
two Ahadls and tremble with fear of Allah 

80 Iron whips 

1. Sayyiduna ‘Ikramah said: Once a woman called 

her slave-girl an adulteress. Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Bin ‘Umar 
U 4 i£. jiugaln asked her, ‘Did you see her commit fornication?’ 

She replied, ‘No.’ He replied: 

(joLaJ bjJLj 

I swear by the One under Whose omnipotence my life is! On 
Judgement Day, you will be given 80 lashes because of saying this. 
(Al-Musannaf ‘Abdur Razzaq, vol. 9, pp. 320, Hadis 18293) 

2. Sayyiduna Ibn-ul-Musayyab aIii ^ said, ‘Whoever 

accuses his slave-girl of adultery shall be given 80 iron whips 
on Judgement Day.’ (ibid, Hadis 18292) 
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Hide faults and enter Paradise 

Question: What should we do in case of learning about someone’s sin? 

Answer: Conceal it. Disclosing it to another person without a valid 
Islamic reason is a sin and makes the disclosing-person worthy of 
the punishment of Hell. Make a habit of concealing the faults of 
Muslims because whoever conceals the fault of a Muslim has been 
given the glad tidings of Paradise. Sayyiduna Abu Sa’Id KhudrI 
4i£. jus Ablest reports, ‘Whoever sees a fault in his brother and then 
conceals it shall enter Paradise.’ 

(Musnad ‘Abd Ibn Humayd, pp. 279, Hadis 885) 

So if we ever learn that someone has committed adultery 

or homosexuality, misused his eyes, told a lie, broken a promise or 
backbitten, or committed any other crime secretly and there is no 
Islamic benefit in exposing it, then it is necessary for us to conceal it 
and it shall be a sin for us to expose it to others. Certainly, no one will 
be able to bear the punishment for backbiting and disgracing people. 

The punishment for exposing faults 

Question: Please tell us the punishment for backbiting and disgracing 
people! 

Answer: On the night of Mi’raj one of the spectacles that our 
Beloved and Blessed Prophet JUs**J* witnessed was a group 
of people scratching their faces and chests with their nails which were 
made of copper. When he J* enquired about them, he 

jisSatii was told, ‘They used to eat the flesh of people (i.e. 
they used to backbite) and dishonour them.’ 

(Sunan Abl Ddwud, vol. 4, pp. 353, Hadis 4878) 

For further details, please buy and read book ‘Backbiting - A Cancer in 
our Society published by Maktaba-tul-Madlnah. 

254 


www.dawateislami.net 


Questions and Answers about Islamic Veil 


Accusations of black magic 

Question: These days common folk trust exorcists and, based on 
their statements, accuse relatives of doing black magic against them, 
what about this? 

Answer: Accusing a Muslim is Haram and leads to Hell. The 
statement of an exorcist or a dream or an omen or an Istikharah are 
not Shar’i proof and cannot be used to connect this sin to any 
Muslim. The Shar’i proof here means a confession from the culprit 
that they have done magic themselves or made someone else do it, 
or if two Muslim men or one Muslim man and two Muslim women 
testify that they themselves have witnessed him/her doing magic or 
making someone else do it. 

Punishment for slandering 

Question: Please tell us the punishment in the afterlife for someone 
who uses black magic or slanders other people; so that Muslims feel 
fear and repent. 

Answer: Here are two narrations: 

1. The following is a warning from the Noblest and Greatest 

Prophet ‘Whoever tells the fault of a Muslim 

that he did not have, then Allah JmS*- will keep him in the mud, 
blood and pus of Hell-dwellers until he is relieved of [the harm 
of] what he said.’ (Sunan Abi Dawud, vol. 3, pp. 427, Hadis 3597) 

2. Amir-ul-Mu'minin, Maula-e-Kainat, ‘Ali-ul-Murtada, the lion 

of Allah said, ‘Slandering an innocent person 

is a sin that is heavier than the skies.’ 

(Now adir-ul-‘Usui lil-Halam Tirmizi, vol. l,pp. 93) 
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Fulfil the conditions of repent! 

Question: If someone has committed sins such as slandering, then 
what should he/she do? 

Answer: If someone has made the mistake of accusing someone 
of fornication, sodomy, misusing their eyes, theft, lying, breaking 
promises, black magic etc. on the basis of suspicion, guesses, or 
hearsay, then they must repent to Allah JfcsX They must also make 
it clear to the people in whose presence they had slandered others 
that they had made a mistake and have now repented so that the 
poor person who was disgraced without valid Islamic evidence can 
regain their honour in the eyes of those people. If the accused is 
also aware of these slanders, then the sinner must also remorsefully 
apologise to them and please them. 

I am not encouraging fornicators (and pederasts etc). In 
fact, they must also fulfil all the requirements of repentance or else 
in this world and the afterlife there is a stricter punishment for them 
than for a ‘Qazif (someone who accuses another of fornication). 
These sinners, in fact every sinner, must repent to Allah In 
case of violating the rights of other people, one must also fulfil the 
requirements of seeking pardon from them or else he will be worthy 
of HeH. 

Ker lay taubah Rab ki rahmat hay ban 
Qabr mayn warnah saza hogT kari 

Repent, the mercy of your Lord is immense 
Otherwise the torment in your grave will be intense 

Question and answer about Bud-Gumani [unlawful suspicion] 
Question: What if you see someone crying during a supplication 
or Ijtima-e-Zikr-o-Na’at and think to yourself ‘ he’s showing off in 
front of people’? 
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Answer: This is Bud-Gumani [unlawful suspicion] and unlawfully 
suspecting a pious Muslim is Haram and leads to Hell. Allah Js-sS^ 
says in the 36 th verse of Surah Barn Israil (part 15): 




And do not go after that thing which you do not know; indeed the ear, 
and the eye, and the heart - each of these will be questioned. 
[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 15, Surah. Bam Israil, verse 36) 

Allah says in the 12 th verse of Surah Al-Hujurat (part 26): 





O those who believe! Avoid most suspicions; verily some suspicion 
becomes a sin. 

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 26, Siirah Al-Hujurat, verse 12) 

The Prophet of mankind, the Peace of our heart and mind, the most 
Generous and Kind said, ‘(O People) avoid suspicion, 

because suspicion is the worst lie.’ 


(Sahih Bukhan, vol. 3,pp. 446, Hadis 5143) 


The honourable scholars -5Lsji said, ‘A wicked thought 

emanates from a wicked heart’. 

(Fayd-ul-Qadir Shark Al-Jami’-us-Saghir, vol. 3,pp. 157, Taht-al-HadTs 2901) 
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The loss caused by unlawfully suspecting a crying person! 

Sayyiduna Makhul Damishql 4 ji ku-z ait said, ‘If you see 
someone crying, then cry with him, do not suspect him of showing 
off. Once I saw someone who was crying and I suspected him of 
ostentation. As a punishment I was deprived of crying (out of fear 
of Allah js ■&- and love for the Beloved Prophet for 

one year.’ (TanbTh-ul-Mughtarm, pp. 107) 


Questions and answers about post-death bathing 
of husband and wife 

Question: Can a woman give Ghusl [i.e. post-death bath] to the 
body of her deceased husband or not? 

Answer: Sadr-ush-Shari’ah, Badr-ut-Tarlqah, ‘Allamah Maulana 
Mufti Muhammad Amjad ‘All A’zami said, ‘A woman 

can give Ghusl to her deceased husband, provided no marriage¬ 
terminating act takes place before or after his death.’ 

(Bahar-e-Sharfat, vol. 1, pp. 812) 

Question: Can a man give Ghusl to his deceased wife or not? 

Answer: No he cannot. The honourable scholars said, ‘If a woman 
dies, her husband is not allowed to give Ghusl to her body; nor can 
he touch her. However, he can look at her.’ 

(Ibid, pp. 813; Durr-e-Mukhtdr, vol. 3, pp. 105) 

Question: Can a man not even look at his deceased wife’s face? 

Answer: He can look at her face. Bahdr-e-Shari’at states, ‘A common 
misconception amongst common people is that a man can neither 
shoulder his wife’s bier nor can he lower her into her grave and nor 
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can he look at her face; this is wrong. The only thing that he is not 
allowed to do is to give Ghusl to her body and to touch her body 
without anything in between (his hand and her body).’ 

(Bahar-e-Sharfat, vol. 1, pp. 812) 

Question: A wife can give Ghusl to her deceased husband but not 
vice versa. What is the wisdom behind it? 

Answer: As soon as a wife dies, the Nikah of the husband gets 
immediately terminated whereas the Nikah of the woman exists in 
some cases until her ‘Iddat period finishes. My master A’la Hadrat 
aifcjfaSsiifcss? says: A husband can look at his wife after her death but 
he cannot touch her body because the Nikah terminates when she 
dies. As far as the wife is concerned, she can touch her deceased 
husband’s body and can give Ghusl to him provided she was not 
previously given the Bain divorce (i.e. a kind of divorce in which 
the couple must conduct a new Nikah in order to get reunited and 
mere Ruju is not sufficient). This is because the Nikah of a woman 
exists for her due to the ‘Iddat. (Fatawa Razawiyyah, vol. 22, pp. 234) 

O Lord of Mustafa Ji:-A for the sake of the mothers of the believers 
and Sayyidatuna Fatimah aiiioftd Bestow the veil of modesty 
upon all our Islamic sisters and make them observe veil properly 
with a Madani Burqa’. Forgive me and the entire Ummah. 

' Csp^ o«' 


Muhammad Ilyas Attar Qadiri 
1 Rajab-ul-Murajjab, 1430 AH (June 24, 2009) 
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fter you have read this book, you would certainly like to 
know who has authored it. It was authored by the Great 
Spiritual and Scholarly Luminary of the 21 st century, 
‘Allamah Maulana Abu Bilal Muhammad Ilyas Attar Qadiri Razavi 
AijUii lSjIs. He has founded Dawat-e-Islami (the global and 

non-political movement for the preaching of Quran and Sunnah) 
which is spreading Islamic teachings in more than 93 walks of life. If 
you want to know about the Founder of Dawat-e-Islami, his books, 
booklets, and various departments of Dawat-e-Islami, then visit this 
website: www.dawateislami.net 


Moreover, Dawat-e-Islami is also spreading the message of Islam all 
over the world through Madani Channel, a 100% purely Islamic 
channel. No matter wherever you are in the world, if you are interested 
in watching Madani Channel, then follow the given frequencies. If 
you want to contact us, then email us: overseas@dawateislami.net 


Madani Channel - Global Coverage Parameters 
Transmission: Digital 
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Glossary 


Note: This glossary consists of only an introductory explanation to Islamic 
terms. For thorough understanding, please consult some Sunni scholar. 


Du’a [&j]; Supplication 

Fard [<_£/]: It is an obligation without performing which one cannot be 
freed from duty and if some act is Fard in worship, the worship will not be 
accomplished without performing that act. Not performing a Fard 
deliberately is a grave sin. 

Ghusl Ritual bath. 

HajI One who has performed Hajj. 

Halal [JbL-]: Lawful (by Shari’ah). 

Haram [(*'>=“]: It is opposite of Fard; committing it deliberately even once 
is a grave sin. 

Imam [fUl]; A Muslim who leads others in congregational Salah. 

Isal-e-Sawab Mj 5 J'-iil]; Isal-e-Sawab refers to the act of spiritually donating 
the reward of virtuous deeds to the Muslims. Isal-e-Sawab may be made to 
all deceased and living male and female Muslims including even Muslim 
jinns. See its detailed method in the booklet ‘Method ofFatihah’ published 
by Maktaba-tul-Madinah. 

Kanz-ul-Iman Name of the Urdu translation of the Holy Quran 

by Imam-e-Ahl-e-Sunnat, Al-Haj, Al-Hafiz, Al-Qari Imam Ahmad Raza 
Khan 

Makruh Disliked 
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Miskln [oi&Io?]: A Miskln is the one who possesses nothing and has to beg 
others for food to satisfy hunger and clothes to cover the body. Begging is 
Halal (allowed) for him. 

Mufti [jp-*]: An authorized scholar who is expert in Islamic jurisprudence 
to answer religious queries. 

Na’at [oJu]; Poetic eulogy in praise of the Prophet of mankind, the Peace 
of our heart and mind, the most Generous and Kind 

Nafl [J*s]: Supererogatory act / worship. 

Qiblah [d4i]: The direction which Muslims face during Salah etc. 

Sadaqah ; Charity or alms. 

Salat/Salat-‘Alan-NabI [^1 JP • %*>]: Supplication for asking blessings 

for the Holy Prophet j*. 

Shar’I [l : According to Shari’ah. 

Sharl’at/Sharl’ah Commandments of Allah and His Noble 

Prophet 

Surah Chapter of the Holy Quran. 

Ummah [^']: Believers of the Holy Prophet as a whole. 

Wajib It is an obligation without performing which one will not be 

freed from obligation and if a Wajib act is missed in worship, that worship 
will be considered defective; however the worship will be considered 
performed. Not performing a Wajib once deliberately is a minor sin and 
leaving it a few times is a grave sin. 

Wudu Ritual ablution which is a pre-requisite for Salah, Tawaf and 
for touching the Holy Quran etc. 
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Spend the whole night in the weekly Sunnah-lnspiring Ijtima’ 
of Dawat-e-lslami held every Thursday after Salat-ul- 
Maghrib in your city, for the pleasure of Allah U«u with 
good intentions. In order to learn Sunnahs, make it your 
routine to travel with a 3-day Madani Qafilah every month 
with the devotees of Rasul, to fill out the Madani In’amat 
booklet every day practising Fikr-e-Madinah and to submit it 
to the relevant responsible Islamic brother of your locality on 
the first date of every Madani month. 

My Madani Aim: I must strive to reform myself and 
people of the entire world, In order to 

reform ourselves, we must act upon Madani In’amat and to 
strive to reform people of the entire world, we must travel 
with Madani Qafilahs , «uji 
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